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TO THE EEADERS. 



Mt deab Qibls, 

In the Book whose every word I beUeve, it is 
written, " As in water face answereth to face, so 
the heart of man to man." Supposing, there- 
fore, that what I thought and felt not veiy long 
ago, when I was a girl like one of you, must 
answer in some way to what your hearts now 
feel and your minds think, I trust you will be 
interested in these recollections of my younger 
days. I have only one thing to say before 
you begin to read them ; you wiU not under- 
stand what I have written (even though I have 
made it as simple as I can) if you read hastily, 
merely '^ to see what the book is about," and 
to get rid of a certain portion of time. Pray 
do not use me so ; take the trouble to consider 
and find out whether what I say has not a 
meaning and an application ; above all, take 
the trouble to turn to the passages in the 
Bible which I have referred to, for I assure 
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you they axe referred to on purpose, and will 
be found to be of more importance than any 
words that are Sophia's or mine. For my- 
self I can say, "I go to the Bible — I bid you 
go to it — because I feel how much darkness 
surrounds you and me, because I believe that 
He, in whom all light dwells, is ready to meet 
us there, to reveal Himself to us, to guide us 
onward to the perfect day."* 

Did I say I had only one preUminary word to 
speak ? I was mistaken ; here is another. If 
the principles which my little book advocates 
approve themselves to you as being decidedly 
right. and good, I ask you to pray for me, as well 
as for yourselves, that we may carry them out 
in practice. " If ye know these things, blessed 
are ye if you do them." And it would be sad 
indeed, if " when I have preached to others, I 
myself should be a cast-away/' 

Believe me to be your sincere friend, 

Leonora G. Bell. 



* These words are from Mr. Maurice's first sermon on 
the Old Testament. 
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FIRST EVENING. 

Sophia and the " young ones" — ^A Sunday evening in 
summer — Bishop Ken and his Morning Hymn — 
Explanation — " Sacrifice" — " Converse" — Invocation 
of Angels — A high wm — Difference between children 
and parrots — Glorifying God. 

" Are you going to church, too, with Miss E. 
this evening, Sophia ?" asked one of the youngest 
pupils in Miss E.'s school, in rather a disconso- 
late tone of voice ; " all the big ones are going, 
I do believe, and we shall not know what to do 
with ourselvea I always get tired of reading 
long before bed-time/' 

" You may set your mind at ease, Esther ; I 
have been to the afternoon service, and I am 
not going out again,'' was the cheerful reply. 
" What can I do for you if I stay at home V 

" Oh, come and sit in the garden with us till 
it is dark,*' exclaimed several young voices, " and 
let us talk about something suitable for the day. 
You know we all like to talk to you, Sophia, it 
is so pleasant. What will you talk to us about 
this evening V 

B 
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Sophia laughed and said, '* Oh, I don't think 
I shall talk at all ; you know you said just now 
that you all liked to talk to me ; and, if that is 
the case, I don't think you will leave time for 
me to say a word." 

" Oh, Sophia, now that is too bad of you — 
you know what we mean.'' 

" And, Sophia," added little Mary, who was 
only ten years old, " I should like you to teach 
us a hymn, and explain it ; because Miss E. said 
you did it beautifully last time." 

" Oh dear, you are all very complimentary ! 
However, run away now, dear children, to tea, 
and afterwards we will go and sit in the garden, 
since you wish it, and you may each bring the 
little book of Bishop Ken's Hymns, which 
Miss E. gave you last week. I dare say we 
shall find plenty to talk about in them." 

It was a sweet Sunday evening in the end of 
August. Miss E.'s school was situated in a very 
pretty part of Surrey. It contained girls of all 
ages, from ten years to twenty, and Sophia was 
the eldest and most beloved of the " big ones." 
She was an orphan, and had been at Miss E.'s 
all her life (with the exception of an occasional 
month's visit to her uncle), and she had always 
been very happy there, and had become a great 
favourite both with her teachers and her com- 
panions. The younger ones especially were 
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always glad when they could ^*get Sophia to 
themselves/' as on the occasion of which we are 
now speaking. 

"Suppose/' began Sophia, when the party 
were comfortably settled under the great walnut- 
tree — " suppose we look over the Morning Hymn 
first (though it is evening at present), because 
we all know it so well/' 

" I should think," said Anna, a girl of about 
fourteen years old, " that would be a reason why 
we need not take that one ; I wonder you do 
not rather choose the Midnight Hymn, which 
we have hardly even read/' 

"Come now, I'm sure I don't think there 
would be much use in that for t68," said Bertha, 
who was Anna's twin sister; "I don't think 
any of us are often awake at midnight Besides, 
of course, Sophia knows best what to choose/' 

Anna, not liking the reproof was about to 
reply, but she was interrupted by a general cry 
of " Oh, don't waste any time in discussing it 
Of course Sophia does know best" 

" Well then, I will read the Morning Hymn," 
said Sophia, and she read as follows : — 



€€ 



Awake, my soul, and, with the sun, 
Thy daily stage of duty run, — 
Shake off dull sloth and early rise 
To pay thy morning sacrifice. 

b2 
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^ Eedeem thy mis-spent time that's past. 
Live this day as if 'twere thy last ; 
T* improve thy talent take due care, 
'Grainst the great Day thyself prepare. 

** Let all thy converse he sincere. 
Thy conscience as the noonday clear ; 
Think how all-seeing God thy ways 
And all thy secret thou^ts snrveys. 

** Influenced hy the lAght Divine, 
Let thine own light in good works shine ; 
Eefiect all Heaven's propitious rays 
In ardent love and cheerful praise. 

- Wake and lift np thyself, my heart. 
And with the angels hear a part, 
Who all night long unwearied sing 
Glory to the Eternal King. 

•* I wake, I wake, ye heavenly choir, 
May your devotion mine inspire ; 
That I, like you, my age may spend — 
Like you, may on my God attend. 

** May I, like you, in Grod delight. 
Have all day long my God in sight. 
Perform, like you, my Maker's will,— 
Oh, may I never more do ill ! 

** Had I your wings to Heav'n I'd fly, — 
But God shall that defect supply ; 
And my soul, wing'd with warm desire. 
Shall all day long to Heav'n aspire. 

" Glory to Thee who safe hast kept 
And hast refreshed me wliile I slept ; 
Grant, Lord, when I from death shall wake 
I may of endless Light partake. 
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" I would not wake nor rise again, 
Ev'n Heav'n itself I would disdain, 
Wer't not Thou there to be enjoyed. 
And I in hymns to be employed. 

** Heav'n is, dear Lord, where'er Thou art, 
never, then, from me depart. 
For, to my soul, 'tis heU to be 
But for one moment without Thee. 

" Lord, I to Thee my vows renew. 
Scatter my sins as morning dew. 
Guard every spring of thought and will. 
And with Thyself my spirit fill ! 

" Direct, control, suggest this day 
All I design, or do, or say. 
That aU my powers with all their might 
In Thy sole glory may unite. 

** Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, angelic host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost." 

"Now, you said/' continued Sophia, when 
she had read it all through, " that we all know 
this hymn very well — and so we do ; and not 
only we, but almost all English children. We 
know the words of it, or, at any rate, of some 
verses of it ; but I think perhaps if we examine 
it we shall find ourselves not quite so perfect in 
our acquaintance with the sense ; and you know 
you are little better than a parrot if you learn 
a thing of this kind by rote, without trying to 
see the use or the beauty of it So, though we 
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do all know the words of it so well, I think we 
shall not waste our time if we set ourselves to 
make out what good lessons it was intended to 
teach us. But first tell me, do you know when 
it was written, and by whom V 

'' I know it was written by Bishop Ken,'' said 
Anna ; " but I know nothing more about him 
than his name/' 

" Oh, then, I can tell more than that," said 
Bertha, " for I remember reading in the History 
of England that he lived in the reign of Charles 
the Second." 

" Yes, he lived in the reigns of both the 
Charleses, and of James the Second, and of 
William and Mary, and of Anne ; so I need 
hardly say he was of a very great age when he 
died. He was born some years before the 
breaking out of the terrible civil wars ; and, as 
he lost both his parents while he was a child, he 
was brought up under the guardianship of his 
eldest sister's husband, the pious, excellent, and 
justly-celebrated Isaac Walton. He was edu- 
cated at Winchester College, and at New Col- 
lege, Oxford; and in the year 1663 he was 
ordained a priest of the Church of England. 
Any of you who would like to know more of 
his history, may try to read the life of him 
which you will find in my shelf; it is called 
' The Life of Bishop Ken, by a Layman*' I 
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cannot promise that you will understand all, or 
nearly all, of it; but you will find much to 
interest you, if you will give yourselves the 
wholesome trouble of reading a book somewhat 
above your comprehension. All that I can tell 
you now is, that Ken was a most devoted ser- 
vant of God, and a most ardent lover of Christ 
our Lord, very zealous in doing the work ap- 
pointed him in His Church, very temperate and 
moderate in all things (as becomes 'a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ'), and very meek under 
the afflictions and sufferings which came upon 
him when he was an old man.'' 

"Did he write this hymn when he was an old 
man V asked little Mary. 

" No, I believe he was quite young when he 
wrote it ; and as he understood music, and was 
very fond of it, he soon set his verses to a tune, 
and he used to sing them to his lute every morn- 
ing before he put on his clothes." 

" At the place where I was at school before I 
came here," said one of the girls, " we used to 
sing part of this hymn every Sunday morning 
in church before the service began." 
. " But then that was putting the hymn to a 
use for which it was not intended, and is not 
suited," said Sophia ; "it was written for the soli- 
tary hours of the morning — not for social wor- 
ship ; and not so much for Sundays as for 
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working-daya It was intended to be used by 
each one of us in private on our first awakening 
after the night's rest : to help us to turn our 
first thoughts to Him who should be at all times 
the chief object of them, to inflame our love for 
Him, and to remind us of our duties towards 
Him/' 

" Ah, yes, to be sure,'' exclaimed Bertha, ** it 
must be intended to be used by one person 
speaking to his own soul, because it begins — 

" Awake, my soul, and with the son. 
Thy daily stage of duty run." 

" Well, and can you tell me the meaning of 
that ?" inquired Sophia 

" Does it not mean that we should do our duty 
steadily on from morning till evening, just as 
the sun goes steadily on irom his rising in the 
East^ to his setting in the West ?" 

" Yes, that is quite right ; but why does it 
say 'run* thy 'daily stage of duty?' What is 
the meaning of the word * stage ¥ You do not 
know ? Then I will tell you : a stage is a cer- 
tain distance — ^part of a journey— just so much 
as can be performed without stopping to rest. 
At the end of each stage the traveller comes to 
some station where he may refresh himself, and 
recruit his strength ; or where, if it be the last 
stage of his journey, he enters upon his final 
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rest. Now, in the Bible, you know, our life is 
often spoken of as being a journey.* Each day 
of our life is considered as a stage in that journey, 
and each idght as a station or resting-place on 
the way — the last station of all being death. 
So then our " daily stage'' is that portion of our 
journey which we can perform in one day ; and 
if we do each day walk on in the commandments 
of God and serve Him (as is our bounden duty), 
we shall find at our life's end that daily stages 
of duty do certainly lead to a station of perfect 
rest, from which we shall only be roused to an 
eternity of enjoyment, surpassing our utmost 
expectationa'' 

** I'm sure you need not tell us the meaning 
of the next lines, dear Sophia," said Eliza^ a tall 
girl in black, somewhat older than the others, 
" we all know what * dull sloth' is, for we often 
feel it, and we know how many exhortations we 
require to induce us ' early to rise,' — especially 
o'a cold winter morning. And thermoming 
sacrifice,' of course^ means our daily morning 
prayers." 

"Yes," replied Sophia; **but in what way is 

* Life, a pilgrimage or walk. See Genesis v. 24; 
vi^ 9; Ps. Ixxxi. 13; cxix. 64; Jeremiah xxvi 4; St. 
Luke i. 6 ; Acts ix. 31 ; Eomans vi. 4 ; Hebrews xi. 13, 
14, 16 ; 2 Timothy iv. 7 ; 1 John ii. 6 ; and many other 
places in Scripture. 
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the word * sacrifice' applicable to our devotions ? 
Can you tell me V 

" I always supposed/' said Eliza, "that it was 
only used because our prayers and public services 
come in the place of the Jewish morning and 
evening sacrifices/' 

" I think," said Sophia, " we may find a deeper 
meaning than that in the use of the word. 
* Sacrifice ' means an offering, made either as an 
atonement for sin, or as a token of thanJcfvl- 
ness for peace and reconciliation. The Jews 
used to bring before God a lamb, or other living 
creature, to be slain for a sin-ofiering. They 
used, also, to present to Him some of the choicest 
fruits of the earth as an acknowledgment that 
all gratitude, and love, and praise was due to 
Him, whose bounty alone brought them forth. 
Now, you know, that in our Christian prayers, 
we, in like manner, do bring before God conti- 
nually the great and perfect atonement made 
for us by our Lord Jesus Christ, ^ the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the world,' 
calling upon the Almighty to regard that all- 
sufficient sacrifice, and to receive us into His 
favour for the sake of Him who died for us. 
And then, because He does (according to His 
promises in Christ Jesu our Lord) receive us 
into favour, we offer up also the other sacrifice, 
that of praise and thanksgiving. We feel that 
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we are reconciled to God, and we are enabled to 
pour forth praises to Him by the power of the 
Spirit — that Spirit which He has given us, filling 
our hearts with perfect peace and love towards 
Him. We offer up good words and good works 
as some of the choicest fruits of the peculiar gift 
which we enjoy, even the gift of the Holy Ghost 
In this way, you see, though we no longer need 
to slay a lamb for an atonement, or to bring com, 
wine, and oil for a thank-offering, our devotions 
may still be called 'sacrifices,' for we are *a 
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, offering up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ'* Every morning we ought to make 
mention biBfore Him of the great sin-offering, 
and to present our hearts full of the fruits of 
the Spirit, as a thank-offering. And if our 
hearts are really full of love to Him, and of de- 
sire to please Him, we shall indeed be sorry for 
our ' mis-spent time that's past,' and be anxious 
to ' redeem ' it. To ' redeem ' means to regain, 
or buy back : thus we say, * After a fault try to 
redeem your character,' meaning, * try to regain 
the good character you had before you committed 
the fault' " 

" But, dear Sophia," exclaimed Bertha, inter- 
rupting her, " we cannot buy back, or regain 
any time that is past ; when it is gone, it is gone 

• 1 Peter ii. 5. 
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for ever. I am sure Miss E. is often reminding 
us of that" 

" True, Bertha ; we cannot, in fact, regain a 
single moment after it has flown by. But is not 
Qod sometimes willing to count as done, things 
which have only been willed ? For instance, did 
not the Lord say to Abraham, * thou hast not 
withheld thine only son from me,' when in fact 
Abraham had only shown his willingness to 
sacrifice Isaac ? In the Christian Year there 
is a beautiful verse on this subject The poet 
supposes some desponding penitent to ask— . 

" How shall we 'scape the o'erwhelming past ? 
Can spirits broken, joys o'ercast, 

And eyes that never more may smile, — 
Can these the avenging bolt delay. 
Or win us back one little day ?" 

And then he answers — 

** Time's waters will not ebb nor stay ; 
Power cannot change them, but Love may, — 
What cannot be. Love counts it done,'* 

And again, in concluding the hymn, he says — 

" By every sacred sigh we heave. 
Whole years of foUy we outlive 
In His unerring sight, who measures life by love/' 

" I advise you to read the whole of that beau- 
tiful hymn for the first Sunday after Christmas; 
for I feel as if I had only been marring its force 
and beauty by repeating scraps of if 
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'^ I know what the third line of that verse 
means/' said little Esther, '^because I remember 
the parable of the Servants and the talents that 
were given them.'' 

"Ah! but those talents were money," inter- 
posed Bertha ; " and we have very little of 
that — we children." 

" But you forget Bertha, it is a parable ; and 
the money meant all the means of being good 
which God gives ua" 

" Quite right, Eliza," said Sophia; "and to 
* improve ' our talent is to make good use of 
it : just as we sometimes say, * I must improve 
this opportunity,' when we mean, * I must make 
the best use I can of it' The * great day ' 
means, of course, that awful day on which we 
shall all wake up to judgment A ' great day,' 
indeed, it may well be called ; none can form 
an adequate idea of what it will be, when the 
whole human race shall appear before its Judge 
and King: 

" When the trumpet's thrilHng tone 
Through the tombs of ages gone, 
Summons all before the throne."* 

And yet, at the same time, we need not fear 
that dreadful day, if we * prepare' ourselves for 
it rightly : in the King we shall find a friend ; 

* Dies Irce, translated by the Author of The Cathedral, 
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in the Judge, a brother. The next word which 
I have to explain is ' converse.' " 

" Why, does it not mean conversation T* asked 
Anna. 

" Yes, but I think it means more than mere 
talking conversation. The word * conversation' 
is sometimes used to signify not merely speak- 
ing with others, but all our intercourse with 
them — all our behaviour and way of life in 
this world.* It seems to me that Bishop Ken 
must be using the word ' converse' in that 
enlarged sense, or else why would he allude to 
' ways ' and * thoughts,' instead of only * words/ 
I wish you would ask yourselves whether yov, 
remember in your everyday life, in the school- 
room, or in the play-room, or wherever you may 
be, that the all-seeing God * surveys' you — 
that His affectionate fatherly eye is upon you, 
smiling, if you do well, but full of grief — and, 
oh ! perhaps, full of anger — ^if you sin, through 
wilfulness, or through carelessness. It is a 
shocking thing when young people do not care 
whether God is pleased with them or not ; but 
I hope such is not the case with any of you. 
You listen gladly when any one teaches you out 
of the word of God ; and you think to your- 
selves that you do really love the Lord, and 

* The word " conversation" is so used in the English 
Bible in the following and other passages : Psalm L 23 ; 
Galatians i. 13 ; Philippians L 27 ; 1 Peter iiL 2. 
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that you will really try to please Him. In fact, 
you intend to do well ; but then afterwards, so 
many other things come into your mind, that 
you forget your good intentions. You have so 
many things to think about — about your games, 
and about your lessons, and about who is at the 
top of the class, and who is at the bottom, and 
about how much money you have got, and what 
you will do with it — in short, your hearts get 
so full of thoughts about * other things,' that 
there seems to be no room in them for thoughts 
of our Lord.'' 

" That is quite true," said Anna, with a sigL 

" Ah, but it need not be so," rejoined Sophia^ 
" if we would but remember how constantly 
He watches U8 (being about our path and about 
our bed, and spying out all our ways),* it 
would soon become easy for ua continually to 
look to Hirri. Then we should ' acknowledge 
Him in all our ways,'t ai^d sanctify our lessons, 
and our play, and all we undertake, by a secret 
reference, continually made in our hearts, to 
His holy will and pleasure." 

" You mean, I suppose," said Ellen, " that 
even our trifling duties may be performed ' as 
to the Lord V "J 

" Certainly," replied Sophia ; " and if, on the 
contrary, you allow yourselves to think of your 

* Psalm cxxxix. 2. t Proverba iii. 6. 

X Colossians iii. 23. 
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duties, or your play, your money, or your frieods, 
or whatever else may occupy a place in your 
mind — ^if, I say, you allow yourselves to think 
of those things irrespective of your religion — I 
assure you, you are like the people in the parable 
of the Sower, in whose hearts ^ the cares of this 
world, and the lusts of oUier things, entering in, 
choked the word, and made it unfruitful' "* 

" But we can't be always talking of our reli- 
gion," said Bertha. 

"No, indeed, I should be sorry if you did; 
for you are more likely to feel deeply what you 
are not apt commonly to speak about. But God 
judges from our 'secret thoughts' more than 
from our outward acts and spoken words. If 
He sees in our hearts the right purpose and the 
earnest struggle to fulfil it. He will approve, 
reward, help, and encourage us. It seems to 
me a very comforting idea, that the Lord sees 
our hearts. Our earthly friends may misjudge 
us, but He will not ; and, though there may be 
much in our * secret thoughts' which we should 
be ashamed to reveal even to the kindest earthly 
friend, we may safely trust them all in the 
* sunshine of His piercing eye,'t who calls us 
brethren, and who is never * extreme to mark 
what is amiss,' but ever ready to heal the 

• Mark iv. 1—20. 
t Christian Year : for the 24th Sunday after Trinity. 
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diseased and bind up the wounded. Now to 
proceed with our hymn. You see, in the fourth 
verse, the good Bishop exhorts himself to 
act upon the text, 'Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father in heaven.'* Remem- 
bering how the face of Moses shone when he 
had been with God on the Mount, he suggests 
that, in like manner, the Christian's face may 
shine when he has * been with Jesus ' in pray^ ; 
and that, as the flowers reflect the sun's rays 
in beautiful colours and sweet odours, so we 
may reflect the rays of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness in love, and praise, and good works. Now 
look at the next verse, how beautiful it is ! Is 
it not very wonderful to think that we may, 
indeed, sing along with the angels, in that great 
and holy full chorus, in which all creation joins ? 
We cannot sing the same as they do, for they 
are sinless, unfallen ; but we may ' bear a part' 
— ^making harmony, which is more beautiful 
than unison. 

" The Church triumphant, and the Church below, 
In songs of praise their present union show ; 
Their joys are full — our expectation long ; 
In life we differ, but we join in song. 
Angels and we, assisted by this art. 
May feel together, though we dwell apart," 



* Matthew v. 16. 
C 



18 SUNDAY EVENINGS WITH SOPHIA. 

" There is something in the next vei*se I want 
to ask you about/' said little Mary. " When I 
asked you if Bishop Ken was old when he wrote 
this hymn, it was because I was thinking of this 
verse, in which he says, 

" That I, like you, my age may spend." 

" Oh, you misunderstand that word, dear little 
Mary. An age means a certain length of time ; 
and when Bishop Ken says, 'my age,' he means 
his life — all the time that he should yet spend 
here on eartL In the following verse, you 
see, he expresses the same wish, that be may all 
day, and for evermore, serve God/' 

One of the girls remarked that the eighth 
verse was like that verse of the Psalms, " Oh 
that I had wings like a dove !"* but Sophia re- 
minded her, that the Psalmist's wish was only 
to fly to rest; whereas, the Bishops desire 
seems rather to have been to reach that blest 
place, where his spirit should be free from the 
clogs which encumbered it, and checked its 
ardour and activity here below. He wanted to 
be able to glorify his Lord better, without 
needing rest, night nor day. 

" You will, I think, be surprised to hear," 
continued Sophia, *' that, for writing these three 
verses, beginning with *I wake, I wake, ye 

* Psahn Iv. 6. 
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heavenly choir I' Bishop Ken was accused by 
some of his contemporaries of encouraging 
prayer to angels — or rather, what is called in- 
vocation of angels ; that is, calling upon them 
for help, instead of calling upon God himself 
alone. The accusation seems to me an absurd 
one, and I think it must have been set on foot 
by some enemy. It is very common in poetry 
to apostrophize persons, and even things, with- 
out any serious intention — ^it is merely a poetical 
form of speech. At any rate, I am quite sure 
that so devout a servant of the Lord as Ken 
was, never can have meant to address any form 
of prayer or worship to a created being. On 
the contrary, he would have said, like George 
Herbert — 

" All worship is prerogative, and a flower 
Of His rich crown, from whom lies no appeal 

At the last hour : 
Therefore we dare not from His garland steal. 
To make a posy for inferior power.* 

His love for our Lord, and his devotion to Him, 
may be seen in all the verses of this hymn, but 
especially in the latter ones. I hope we, too, 
shall try to think, every morning, of that 
morning when we shall wake from death, and 
see Him, our beloved Master ; and let us pray 
of Him, now, while we are yet awake and alive 
* Herhert's " Hymn to all Saints and Angels." 

c2 
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on earth, to shed the light of His Spirit abroad 
in our hearts, so that we may feel His presence 
abiding with us all the day. And so, perhaps, 
at last, if we do not * quench the Spirit,' we may 
come to feel that same ardent love for Jesus 
which Ken felt when he said — 

** Heaven is, dear Lord, where'er Thou art, 
! never then from me depart, — 
For to my soul 'tis hell to be 
But for one moment without Thee." 

" That is something like a verse of another 
hymn which I recollect," said little Mary, " but 
I don't know who wrote it It is 

" Lord, it is not life to live. 
If Thy presence Thou deny ; 
But if Thou Thy presence give. 
Lord, it is not death to die.* 

But, Sophia, I want to know, don't you think it 
is almost wrong to say, * 0, may I never more 
do ill V Because you know as long as we live 
we shall sometimes do wrong things — things 
that we shall have to repent of — and, there- 
fore, it seems to me wrong to ask God to grant 
that we may ' never ' do what we know we shall 
do sometimes.^' 

" I don't see that at all,'' replied Sophia ; " we 
ought to be constantly striving after perfection, 
though we do not really expect to attain to per- 

* From Toplady's hymn, " Happiness." 
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fection during this life. The Bible always sets 
perfection before us ; it does not say ' Be as holy 
as you can/ but it says ' Be ye holy as your 
Father in heaven is holy' We shall always 
fall short of what we set before us as our aim, 
and therefore it is best to make our aim nothing 
short of the highest perfection. That is why 
our Church teaches us to pray every day that we 
may ' fall into no sin / though she, at the same 
time, teaches us to confess every day that we 
have fallen into sin. 

" There may be much more to be said about 
this excellent hymn,* continued Sophia, " espe- 
cially about the concluding verses, which form 
such a comprehensive prayer in so few words. 
But I have told. you all I can think of just now, 
and I do not wish to leave you nothing to think 
of for yourselves. I hope God will give you 
grace to study this hymn often by yourselves, 
and to have a clear understanding of it, and 
many good and pleasant thoughts of your own 
upon the subject. My principal object in ex- 
plaining some of these verses to you has been 
to make you more able to think and feel for 
yourselves, in your own hearts and minds, as the 
wise and holy man who wrote them thought and 
felt." 

" Well, I am sure we are very much obliged 
to you, dear Sophia," said Bertha, " but I have 
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been thinking of what you said a little while 
ago, about it being like a parrot to repeat a thing 
without understanding it; you know we are 
made to learn a great many things we cannot 
quite understand, and do you think that is 
wrong r 

" Oh, no,^' replied Sophia, " that must some* 
times be the case ; because children learn what 
is to be useful to them in after years. But that 
is no reason why children should not try to 
understand as much as they can of what they 
repeat. For instance, in the case of the Cate- 
chism, or of this hymn, all children learn it, but 
they don't understand much of it at first ; but 
afterwards, as they grow older, they see and feel 
more and more of its meaning. Qradually, as 
they themselves grow more and more wise and 
able to understand it, a meaning seems to come 
into the words, which, before, they did not see 
in them. But the meaning was in the words 
all the while, though they had not seen it while 
they were only little children. And what I 
should like you to remember when you are re- 
peating anything by heart is, that there is a 
meaning in the words you say, and that it is 
your duty to try and see as much of it as you 
can. If you do so try, Grod will reward you by 
gradually opening your understandings till you 
can comprehend the whole meaning. And when 
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you are old, you will be quite glad to find your 
memory so richly stocked with wise, comfort- 
able, and wholesome, as well as beautiful say- 
ings, and psalms, h^ and spiritual son^ 
Most likely there are now many old people, even 
in this parish, who could tell you how thankful 
they feel in their advanced age for having had 
these very lines of Bishop Ken's, of which we 
have been speaking, firmly impressed on their 
memories dL.g tL school-dkya They may 
find in them now a great help in prayer, and in 
the performance of their daily duties; for every 
verse of this hymn is in fact a paraphrase of 
some parage of Holy Scripture, and is appli- 
cable to all persons and all times alike. The 
leading idea of it is, indeed, a most important 
one : namely, that Man exists for the purpose of 
glorifying God." 



SECOND EVENING. 

An explanation of the word "Duty," and a ^miliar 
illustration — Love, the Christian's motive, but " Duty" 
never to be put out of sight — The Evening and Mid- 
night Hymns — Sleep emblematical of Death — ^How 
God turns evil to good — Dreams — Ministering Spirits 
— What is to be oiur sacrifice of thanksgiving, and 
how is it to be made acceptable ? — More about duty to 
God and to men — The claims of the Son of Man. 

" Well, are we going to talk about the Evening 
Hymn and the Midnight Hymn this evening, 
Sophia?'" asked Bertha, on the succeeding 
Sunday. 

" By all means, if you like,'' ansv^ered Sophia ; 
" but first I should like to tell you something I 
have been thinking of, which we did not suflS- 
ciently notice in looking over the Morning 
Hymn." 

" What was that ?" inquired the girls. 

" It was only a little word that occurs in the 
first verse," replied Sophia, smiling — " the word 
' duty,' What does it mean, and why do we 
say that it is our bounden duty to walk in the 
way of God's commandments, and to serve 
Himr 
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" Because that is what we ought to do in this 
world/' said Anna, " because we are bound to 
yield entire obedience to our Lord Qod." 

" And because/' added Bertha, " our duty to 
Ood is to obey Him and serve Him, as well as 
to love and fear Him/' 

Sophia smiled, and shook her head. 

" Such answers as those are no answers at all," 
said she ; " one says it is our duty because we 
ought ; and another, we ought because it iB our 
duty ; but that does not explain what ' duty' is, 
nor why we are bound to obey and serve God. 
And, I must tell you, I think it is very im- 
portant that we should understand the meaning 
of that word, that little word, duty. Therefore 
I hope you will listen attentively while I try to 
explain it In the first place, it means a debt, 
something which we owe, and which it is only 
strict justice to require of us. Our duty to God 
is that debt which we owe to God; and our 
duty to our neighbour is that which we owe to 
man. They are services which we are bound 
to perform in consideration of benefits re- 
ceived. Do you all understand what I mean 
by saying that duties are services which we are 
bound to perform in consideration of benefits 
received ? I will try to make it clearer. Sup- 
pose I were to assist some poor man with a 
large sum of money, do you not think he would 
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be bound in return to serve me, perhaps to work 
for me for a certain period ?" 

"Yes, certainly," said Eliza; "I think it 
would be his duty to serve you in any way he 
could, in return for the benefit you had con- 
ferred on him." 

" Then ought we to pay back, by service, the 
benefits God has bestowed on us ?" asked Bertha, 
doubtfully. 

" You have not put the matter into very good 
words,'^ replied Sophia, "but I see by your 
questions that you understand the idea which 
the word * duty' is meant to convey. God has 
given us everything which we possess,* even 
our very existenee.f I am sure we must all 
feel that we owe the * Giver of all good* an 
immense debt, and thatj: we are bound to dis- 
charge it in whatever way He has been pleased 
to appoint What that way is, is explained at 
full length in His holy Word, and is shortly set 
forth (as I dare say you remember) in the 
Church Catechism.§ We are told that faith 
and trust, devotion and fear, honour and love, 
are all that God demands of us; and that^ 

* Eccles. V. 19 ; Acts xvii. 26 ; 1 Cor. iv. 7. 

t Job xii. 10. J Psalm cxvi. 12. 

§ Dent. vi. 5 ; x. 12 ; xiii. 4 ; Josh. xxii. 5 ; 2 Kings 

xyiL 36 ; Psalm xxix. 2 ; xxxvii 3, 5 ; I. 14 ; Ivii. 8 ; 

cxiii. 1 ; cxlvii. 1, 12 ; Prov. iii. 5 ; xxiii. 26 ; Eccles. xii. 

13 ; Matt. iv. 10 ; Luke xii 6 j Heb. xi. 6 ; 1 Pet. iL 17. 
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if we Tiever fail in the performance of these 
duties, He will accept them as the payment of 
the great debt due from us to him/'* 

" Yes, but that is very hard to do,'' said Anna ; 
" we cannot perform such duties as those, with- 
out ever failing in one point, because we are so 
weak and sinful So that we cannot, in truth, 
discharge our debt towards God.f What is to 
become of us if we do fail f 

" What would become of the poor man who 
had received a large sum of money, if he were 
to find himself, though quite willing, yet utterly 
unable to repay it?" said Sophia: "either he 
would have to suffer the punishment appointed 
by law for his failure, or else his creditor, if he 
were of a merciful and godly disposition, would 
freely forgive him^thus making him incur & 
fi'esh debt, not of money, but of love and grati- 
tude. And this is also our case with regard to 
God— is it not r 

" Yes, certainly," said Eliza ; " we are just ia 
the same position as this poor debtor, and we 
are not able (on account of our weak and sinful 
naturej) to perform our duty to God without 
ever failing ; for we are not able of ourselves 
entirely to love and trust and continually to 

* Lev. xviii. 5 ; Luke x. 28 ; Rom. x. 6. 
t James ii. 10. 
X Matt. xxvi. 41 ; John xv. 6 j Rom. vii. 18 ; viii. 7, 8 ; 
Gal. V. 17. 
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fear and honour Him. So we must either 
suffer the due punishment of our failure,* or 
else God, in his infinite mercy, must add to all 
the blessings with which He has blessed us, 
another and most precious gift ; I mean the free 
forgiveness of all our sins and failings.'' 

"And that,'' continued Sophia, "you know 
He has done, in the atonement made by Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. He has freely and entirely 
wiped off all that debt which we, on account of 
our weakness and sinfulness, could not pay ; and> 
moreover, He offers us the help of His own 
Holy Spirit to strengthen our weakness, and to 
enable us to discharge the fresh debt which we 
have incurred — the debt of love and gratitude.f 
He promises (for the sake of our Lord, His dear 
Son, Jesus Christ) that if any one really wishes 
to do his duty towards Him, and prays for divine 
help, He will help him,J and will make him 
strong by means of His grace, and pure by 
means of His Spirit. 

"So then, though our human nature is in- 
fected with sin and afflicted with weakness, we 
who are Christians cannot make that an excuse 
for not doing the will of God, who has done so 
much for ils ; for we know that He is willing to 
make us strong, and make us good, and that if 
we will but * watch and pray' we may become 

* Ezek. xviii. 20 ; Rom. vi. 23. f 1 John iv. 19. 
^ Matt. xxi. 22 ; Luke xi. 11 ; James i. 5. 
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daily more and more capable of doing our duty 
towards our heavenly Benefactor/'* 

After a moment's pause, Sophia added— 
" Well might our Lord say, ' My yoke is easy 
and my burden is light,' and well may we reply, 
^ Lord, thy service is perfect freedom ;' for lest 
our 'bounden duty' should be in the least irk- 
some to us, our Master offers to make our wills 
conformable to His will ; that is to say, he 
offers to Tnake us wish to be and to do the very 
things He wishes ; and He permits us to pray 
to Him (as we did in to-day's Collect) that we 
may ' love the things which He commands.' " 

"Then, after all," said Bertha, "Christians 
do not discharge their duty merely because it is 
a debt ; but rather because God has put it into 
their hearts to love His will, and to wish to 
perform it." 

" Very true," replied Sophia ; " a child of God 
acts more from love than from what is generally 
called ' a sense of duty.' His ' spring of action,' 
as we call it, or motive, is generally a loving 
desire to please God. 



(« 



The spring of the regenerate heart, 
The pulse, the glow, of every part. 
Is the true love of Christ our Lord, 
As man emhraced, as God adored.t 



* Joh xvii. 9 ; Prov. iv. 18. 
t Hymn for Second Sunday after Trinity : Christian 
Year, 



\ 
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But even in the hearts of true Christians, this 
love does sometimes grow cold ; and at such 
times, I think, it must be wholesome for us to 
remember that, whether we like our duty or 
not, we stiU ought to try to perform it, because 
it is a debt — a positive debt which we owe. 
However, I think. Bertha, you are quite 
right in suggesting that we ought to keep in 
mind the higher motive, which the Spirit of 
God in the hearts of His people supplies."* 

" Oh, dear 1" exclaimed little Rachel, " I don't 
like this conversation so well as the one about 
Bishop Ken. It is too much like a sermon.*' 

Sophia smiled, and said, "Perhaps I was 
saying things which you and Mary did not 
understand. I suppose I must try and not do 
so in future." 

"As Rachel has mentioned Bishop Ken, 
Sophia," said Eliza, " I must tell you, I was 
just thinking how clearly one can see, by what 
he says in his hymns, that he had the true 
feelings of a child of God. It is evident that 
he longs to do God's will because he loves 
God; and, in order to enable him to do his 
duty, he says to God, 

** Guard every spring of thought and will, 
And with Thyself my spirit fill ! 

* Rom. V. 6 ; vi 14 ; 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 
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And what a hatred he seems to have of sleep^ 
because it takes him off from oontemplation of 
God." 

"Yes/' replied Sophia, "he looked upon 
darkness and sleep as emblems of sin and death ; 
just as activity and light are evidences of life 
and of God We can trace that idea through- 
out all the verses of the Evening and Mid- 
night Hymns, which I will now read to you. 



"the SYBNlNa HYMN. 

" Glory to Thee, my Grod, this night 
For all the hlessings of the light ; 
Keep me, oh ! keep me. King of kings. 
Beneath Thine own Almighty wings. 

" Forgive me. Lord, for Thy dear Son, 
The ills that I this day have done, 
That with myself, the world, and Thee, 
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be. 

" Teach me to live that I may dread 
The grave as little as my bed,— 
Teach me to die, that so I may 
Triumphing rise at the last day. 

" Oh ! may my soul on Thee repose, 
And with sweet sleep my eyelids close ; 
Sleep that may me more vigorous make. 
To serve my God when I awake. 

" When in the night I sleeping lie. 
My soul with heavenly thoughts supply ; 
Let no ill dreams my head infest — 
No powers of darkness me molest. 



32 SUNDAY EVENINGS WITH SOPHIA. 

" Dull sleep, of sense me to deprive, — 
I am but half my days alive ; 
Thy faithful lovers. Lord, are grieved, 
To lie so long of Thee bereaved. 

** But, though sleep o'er my frailty reigns, 
Let it not hold me lon^ in chains : 
And now and then let loose my heart 
Till it an Hallelujah dart. 

" The faster sleep the sense does bind 
The more unfettered is the mind ; 
Oh 1 may my soul, from matter free, 
Thy unvailed goodness waking see. 

" Oh ! when shall I in endless day 
For ever chase dark sleep away. 
And endless praise, with the heavenly choir, 
Incessant sing, and never tire. 

" You, my blest Guardian, whilst I sleep, 
Close to my bed your vigils keep ; 
Divine love into me instil. 
Stop all the avenues of ill ! 

" Thought to thought with my soul converse. 
Celestial joys to me rehearse. 
And in my stead all the night long. 
Sing to my God a grateful song. 

** Praise God from whom, &c. &c. 



"THE MIDNIGHT HYMN. 
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Lord, now my sleep doth me forsake, 
The sole possession of me take; 
Let no vain fancy me illude. 
No one impure desire intrude. 
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Blest angels, wliile we nlent lie, 
Tou hallelajahs sing on high. 
You, eyer wakeful, near the Throne 
Prostrate adore the Three in One. 

I, now awake, do with you join 
To praise om* God in hymns divine ; 
With you in Heaven I hope to dwell. 
And hid the night and world farewelL 

M}' soul, when I shake off this dust. 
Lord, in Thy arms I will entrust ; 
Oh ! make me Thy peculiar care, — 
Some heavenly mansion me prepare ! 

Give me a place at Thy sunts' feet. 
Or some fall'n angel's vacant seat,— 
I'll strive to sing as loud as they 
Who sit ahove in brighter day. 

Oh ! may I always ready stand 
With my lamp burning in my hand ; 
May I in sight of Heaven rejoice 
Whene'er I hear the Bridegroom's voice. 

Glory to Th«e in light array'd 
Who light Thy dwelling-place hast made 
An immense ocean of bright beams 
From Thy all-glorious Godhead streams. 

The sun in its meridian height 

Is very darkness in Thy sight. 

My soul, oh ! lighten and enflame 

With thought and love of Thy great name. 

Blest Jesu, Thou, on Heaven intent. 
Whole nights hast in devotion spent ; 
But I, frail creature, soon am tired, 
And all my zeal is soon expired. 

D 
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My soul, how canst Thon weary grow 
Of antedating bliss below ; 
In sacred hymns, and divine love. 
Which will eternal be above P 

Shine oivme. Lord, new life impart. 
Fresh ardours kindle in my heart, — 
One ray of Thy all-quickening light 
Dispels the sloth and clouds of night. 

" Lord, lest the tempter me surprise. 
Watch over Thine own sacrifice ; 
All loose, all idle thoughts cast out. 
And make my very dreams devout. 

** Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye angelic host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost." 

When Sophia had finished reading these two 
long hymns, she paused — ^perhaps to rest, for 
her voice was not strong — and the girls began 
slowly turning back the leaves of their little 
books, as if to reconsider the verses they had 
just heard. 

Anna was the first to make any remark. 

" I think/' said she, " Eliza was wrong in saying 
that Bishop Ken seemed to have a ^hatred' of 
sleep ; for, in the fourth verse of the Evening 
Hymn, he calls it ' sweet sleep/ and prays that 
it may come to refresh him/' 

" Certainly,'' said Sophia, smiling, " there are 
two quite different aspects under which sleep 
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may be viewed, and Bishop Ken's hymns would 
lead us to consider both of them.* At one time 
he cries out, ' dull sleep' — * dark sleep !' and 
accuses it of being grievous to the true lovers 
of the Lord. At another time, it is that * sweet 
sleep' without which his vigour cannot be re- 
freshed, nor his powers renewed for the service 
of his God. He feels that the necessity for sleep 
is one of the humiliating marks of the frailty 
of our present nature — ^that it is sad we cannot 
be more than ' half our days alive ;' and yet at 
the same time he would not have us forget that 
the mercy of God has converted this, as well 
as other necessary evils, into a positive blessing 
for those that love Him. He tells us, in 
another poem of his— 
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Sleep, when with long fatigue distressed, 
Gives to the weary grateful rest ; 
Sleep, after man's laborious cares, 
By soft refreshment strength repairs. 



* Sleep is emblematic of Death. " To sleep" is con 
tinually used in Scripture as synonymous with " to die, 
" to be dead ;*' the most remarkable instance is in the 
11th chapter of St. John's Gospel, when our Lord is 
speaking of Lazarus. Is not this intended to teach us 
that physical death is not real death, but only sleep — 
whereas moral death is death indeed, even though we 
may seem to live P See what the Lord said of Jairus's 
daughter (Mark v. 39) ; and see how St. Jude calls living 
sinners " twice dead** (Jude 12), while Jesus calls dead 
samts " Uving" (Mark xii. 27). 

D 2 
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Death, then, my soul, in memory keep, 
And rest assured it is a sleep, 

A sleep from which the soul of the Christian 
will rise refreshed and invigorated, as the body 
after natural rest. Sleep, which seemed to be 
an evil and a waste of time, is shown to be a 
gain, something without which the body could 
not grow nor develope itself. Neither could the 
soul without death — ' That which thou sowest 
is not quickened except it die/* Our natural 
bodies must sleep in the grave before we can 
receive spiritual bodies. So death, which seemed 
the greatest evil, becomes our greatest gain.''t 

"Does God send dreams, do you think, 
Sophia V asked Ellen. 

" I don't think He sends us direct revelations 
by means of dreams, as He used to do to good 
men in old times; but still, dreams, like all 
other things, must come by God's permission — 
they cannot come without it. Therefore Bishop 
Ken prays in both these hymns against evil 
dreams and midnight terrors, as well as against 
the temptations and molestations of the * powers 
of darkness ; and he adds (in the last verse of 

* 1 Cor. XV. 36. 
t Phil. L 21. " And at last, when we most die, by 
the irrevocable decree, that death is changed into a sleep, 
and that sleep is in the bosom of Christ, and there 
dwells all peace and security, and it shall pass forth into 
glories and felicities." — Bishop Jeremy Taylor. 
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the Midnight Hymn) ' make my very dreams 
devout' Perhaps the 7th and 8th verses of 
the Evening Hymn also may be considered as 
a prayer for holy happy dreams; or perhaps 
they may be a fanciful speculation as to whether 
the soul, while the body sleeps, does not fly 
away to Heaven to sing praises, and adore the 
beauty and goodness of God. I confess I do 
not quite understand those two verses. The 
one which follows them, however, is plain 
enough ; it expresses the same as that verse of 
the Morning Hymn — 

" I would not wake, nor rise again, 
Ev'n Heaven itself I would disdain, 
Wer't not Thou there to be enjoyed. 
And I in hymns to be employed." 

As we see each day drawing to a close, and feel 
ourselves growing drowsy, we ought always to 
turn our thoughts to that * endless day,' when 
we shall ' chase dark sleep away,' — ^when we 
shall be *as the angels of God in Heaven,* who 
* never rest,' * never tire/ " f 

" I suppose," said Eliza, " you would say the 
same about the last verses of the Evening 
Hymn as you did about some of the verses of 
the Morning one ; I mean, that it is not a 
prayer to his guardian angel, but merely a 
poetical form of speech, something like apostro- 
* Matt. xxii. 30. f Rev. iv. 8. 
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phizing a beloved friend when he is far away 
and cut off from communication with us/' 

" Yes, I should say so/' replied Sophia ; " but 
if any one feels any disapproval of the form of 
these verses, it is easily changed, and in fact, in 
many editions they stand printed thus : — 

" May my blest guardian, while I sleep. 
Close to my bed his vigils keep," &c. 

" But then, Sophia, has everybody a guardian 
angel T 

" How can I tell you that, dear Bertha ? 
The Bible tells us very little for certain about 
the matter : but surely we may suppose that 
we are among those * heirs of salvation,' to 
whom* God's invisible messengers are sent to 
minister ?" 

" There is one more thing I wish to notice in 
the Midnight Hymn," continued Sophia. " It 
is the expression * Watch over thine own sacri- 
fice.' You may remember that I said before, 
that a sacrifice means either an atonement (or 
sin-offering), or else a thank-offering. Now 
you know that in the first sense we cannot be 
God's *own sacrifice;' Jesus Christ was the 
Lamb whom the Father himself had provided 
to take away the sins of all the world ; and no 
further atonement is needed. But, in the other 

* Heb. i. 14 
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sense, every Christian ought to be a sacrifice ; 
his body, soul, and spirit should be devoted to 
God as an offering of praise and thanksgiving; 
and as it was essential, under the Jewish dispensa- 
tion, that whatever was brought to be offered 
to the Lord should be pure and without blemish, 
so we should pray to Him who alone can make 
us pure, to ' watch over ' His own sacrifice. We 
must continually ask Him to cleanse our hearts, 
and to drive out of our minds all bad thoughts 
and purposes, as He did in old times* drive 
out of His temple the money-changers and 
others who had no right to be there/' 

" Yes,'' said Eliza, " for the Bible says we 
are the temples of the Holy Ghostf And I am 
sure that is such an awful and solemn idea we 
could not bear to think of it, if it were not that 
we know we are not left to ourselves to keep 
the temple clean and fit to be the habitation of 
God. He himself will daily make it fit." 

"And remember," added Sophia, very gravely, 
" we must give ourselves up to be the temples 
of God, and yield up our bodies a living sacri- 
fice to Him, unless we wish Him to reject us at 
the last day. There is no middle course. The 
Bible says, * If we deny Him, He will also deny 
us.' J Those who would follow Christ must 

* Mark xi. 15 ; John ii. 14. 
t 1 Cor. iii. 18 ; vi. 19. J 2 Tim. ii. 12. 
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deny themselves,* and be devoted altogether to 
the service of God.'' 

" But I wish," said Anna, " I wish you would 
say how we can devote ourselves altogether to 
God. If I were a man, I suppose I might be 
a clergyman, but *' 

" But," said Sophia, interrupting her, " I hope 
a great many men besides clergymen are devoted 
to God, and offering up their lives as sacrifices 
to Him. You must take care not to forget that 
it is not only our religious duties, as they are 
called, which can be performed * as to the Lord ;' 
every action of our lives may be performed re- 
ligiously and in a Christian godly spirit, though 
it may have no direct connexion with religious 
worship." 

''Well, I suppose I shall understand that 
when I am older," said Anna. 

" I hope so," replied Sophia. " At any rate, 
let me assure you that if you try by the help of 
God to do the things which you know will please 
Him, He will accept your service as a true 
pacrifice." 

"But I thought a sacrifice always meant 

* To deny ov/rselves is to refiise to follow the dictates 
of our own selfish will, which is in opposition to the 
will of the God of holiness and love. — Gal. v. 16, 17. 
There is a beautiful hymn by Faber (in Symns of the 
Church Militant), commencing, " I worship thee, sweet 
will of God." 
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giving up something, Sophia. I know I have 
heard Miss E. say, ^ one ought to sacrifice one's 
own wishes ' in such or such a case.'* 

" Yes, Ellen, and those who strive to oflfer up 
their lives to God, will indeed find themselves 
called upon to give up a thousand times their 
own wishes, and many precious things that will 
be hard to part from. As I said before, our 
duty to God is not naturally an easy one to dis- 
charge, but by habit it becomes easier ; for if 
even in common things ^ habit is second nature,* 
surely it is much more so in the most spiritual 
things, wherein we have the help of * God's 
special grace/ " 

This brought the evening's conversation back 
to its original channel, and Sophia found herself 
called upon to repeat a great deal of what she 
had said about " duty," which some of her com- 
panions had not quite understood. Little Mary 
and Bachel slipped away to bed, but Bertha, 
Esther, and the rest seemed' to take as much in- 
terest even ss Eliza in what Sophia waa now 
saying. 

"In the Bible, and in the Catechism," observed 
Anna, after a while, " we are told of duties to 
* our neighbour,' as well as to God." 

" Very true ; and those duties, too, are services 
which we are bound to perform in return for 
benefits received," 



42 SUNDAY EVENINGS WITH SOPHIA. 

" Indeed I" exclaimed Ellen. " But from what 
man can we receive such great benefits? Per- 
haps you mean that we owe it to God to obey 
His commandment that we should love one 
another, and not be unjust, false, or otherwise 
injurious to one another ?" 

" No, I do not mean only that,*' said Sophia^ 
" There is a Man from whom we have received 
gifts, favours, and blessings so great as fairly to 
demand in return all, and more than all, that is 
set down in the Catechism as our duty to man. 
I mean the Man Christ Jesus, who is now with 
the Father, having returned to Heaven, whence 
He came. Shall I try to remind you of all we 
owe to him ? 

" Before Jesus Christ visited this world men's 
notions of wisdom, holiness, and uprightness, 
were very imperfect, indeed ; their ignorance of 
true religion and virtue was very great; and 
their hopes of forgiveness from God, and of hap- 
piness after death, were very small. Almost all 
the nations were heathens or idolaters. Some 
of them were so ignorant that they were scarcely 
better than so many dogs or horses ; they could 
speak, it is true, but they did not think much, 
and they could not read at all, nor had they any 
one to teach them to be wise and good ; they 
did not know how to cultivate the earth in a 
proper manner, but they lived chiefly upon the 
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flesh of the animals they obtained by the chase, 
and upon wild fruits and vegetables; they had not 
a regular system of buying and selling as we 
have, but often when they wanted anything they 
would steal it, without considering the wicked- 
ness of doing so ; they did not know how to 
build houses, nor how to make comfortable 
clothes ; and, worst of all, they did not know 
anything about God. Some of the most savage 
and unenlightened among them believed that 
the best way of pleasing their Maker was to 
deceive and oppress all those who were poorer 
and weaker than themselves, and to do all 
manner of cruel and wicked acts. And though 
there were a few nations who were much more 
civilized than such as I have described, yet even 
they were very ignorant of true religion and 
morality, because no prophet, nor man of God, 
had been sent (before Jesus Christ) to any people 
except the Jews. In all the rest of mankind 
there was not one person who knew for certain 
whether God loved him, and was taking care of 
him ; and when any one died, no one felt sure 
that his soul did not perish along with his body. 
And very very painful it was to many a thought- 
ful and good man in those old times, to feel him- 
self to be in such darkness with regard to the 
most important of all matters. 

"The world, before our Saviour came, was 
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indeed just what the prophet Isaiah calls it — ^a 
desert'* It was full of darkness and ignorano^ 
idolatry and wickedness, oppression and cruelty 
and wrong. And if Jesus had never come, such 
might have been the state in which we might 
have been living now. If Jesus had never come, 
we should never have heard that * God is love/f 
and that he is willing, for Christ's sake, to for- 
give us all our sins, and receive us for His ^ sons 
and daughters/J If Jesus had not died to pur- 
chase it, we should not have had the gift of the 
Holy Spirit to teach us all things, and to make 
us very holy, and very happy. If Jesus had not 
come, we should have had no such churches and 
schools, no such nice books as now we have ; 
and though, perhaps, there might have been 
much luxury in a few magnificent palaces, such 
as the great men of the world inhabit, there 
would never have been such comfortable happy 
homes as even humble people now may enjoy. 
If Jesus had not ascended into Heaven ' to pre- 
pare a place for us,'§ we could not have dared 
to hope to be taken into life and glory after our 
course on earth is finished. In fact, if Christ 
had not done for men all He did do— if He had 
not taught all He did teach — the nations of the 
world would never have become so civilized, and 

* Isaiah xl. 3. t 1 John iv. 8. 

X 2 Cor. vi. 18. § John xiv. 2. 
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clever, and happy as they are ; and you and I 
should have had not half the enjoyment in this 
life that we have, and no well-founded hope of 
enjoyment in another life. 

"The conduct and the teaching of Jesus 
Christ set before mankind for the first time, all 
that is truly good, truly great, and truly lovely ; 
His death procured reconciliation with the 
Almighty Father ; and His resurrection secured 
to His brethren everlasting life in glory, and 
perfect happiness. Is not here, then, a Man to 
whom we owe a very great debt ? And shall 
we not be guilty of the grossest ingratitude if 
we do not try to repay Him by every means in 
our power ? 

" But what means are in our power ? ' Christ 
is in Heaven, and we upon earth ; He is out of 
our reach, we can do nothing for Him,' some 
may reply. But oh, do not say so ! It is very 
true that He himself is exalted beyond our 
reach. We cannot bring our precious balms, 
like Mary, to anoint His head and His feet 
We cannot follow Him from place to place like 
His disciples of old ; nor, like the eastern sages, 
bring our gifts and homage to the foot of His 
lowly cradle at Bethlehem. We cannot stand 
behind Him at supper, washing His feet with 
our tears, wiping them with the hairs of our 
head, and drying them with our kisses. Nor 
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can we ' minister' to Him of our ' substance/ 
in the same way as * the women that came out 
of Galilee'* did during His lifetime. Yet there 
is a way in which we can minister to Him, serve 
Him, follow Him, give Him gifts, and do Him 
homage. There is a way in which we may dis- 
charge our debt to Christ — a way which He has 
Himself appointed. Do you not remember the 
parable about the Judgment-day, in which our 
Lord describes Himself as a shepherd dividing 
the sheep from the goats V'f 

" Oh, yes, Sophia, He condemned those on 
His left-hand because they had not done their 
duty towards Him ; and He praised and blessed 
those on His right-hand because they had done 
theirs." 

" Well, and when they all asked, wonderingly, 
how they could have done anything for Him, 
did He not reply, — ' Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me.' And does not this 
show us that the way in which we are to pay 
our debt to Christ is in showing forth love and 
duty to His brethren, or, in other words, to our 
neighbour ? Often in the Gospels we read that 
He called Himself and His people one; He 
bade Peter testify His love to Him by feed- 
ing His ' sheep ;% ^-nd when Paul was bent on 
* Luke viii. 2, 3. f ^*t*' 3°^» 31. J John xxi. 15. 
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vexing * the Church/* the Lord checked him 
with the words, ' why persecutest thou me V 
The man, Christ Jesus, so loved you that He 
left heaven to live and die on this low earth 
for your sake ; and in return He bids you * love 
your neighbour as yourself/ He purchased for 
you the forgiveness of your sins, and in return 
He bids you 'forgive men their trespasses' 
against you.f Love His people, and you will 
display your love to Him. Serve your brethren, 
and you are serving Him. ' Give to him that 
asketh of thee,' and *when thou seest the 
naked clothe him,' and when the Lord comes 
with glory at the last day. He will bless you, 
and say, * You clothed me, you gave to me/J 
All the duties that we have to do towards our 
fellow-men are what Christ has graciously 
promised to accept as a return for the benefits 
which He conferred upon us ; and until we , 
can say that we have done as much for our 
neighbours as Christ has done for us, we must 
never think that our debt is paid, but must go 
on loving and serving them, as we would love 
and serve Christ Himself." 

"If you are not tired," continued Sophia, 
" there are yet a few more things I should like 
you to observe regarding duty. 

* Acts ix. 1, 4 t Matt. xviiL 32, 33. 

X Matt. V. 42; XXV. 40. 
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" In the first place, the Scripture clearly 
teaches us that the duty which God demands of 
us, is in proportion to the benefits He bestowa 
* To whomsoever much is given, of him shall 
much be required/* God does not expect from 
a poor ignorant savage all that the Bible tells 
us is expected from educated Christian people. 
To us, young English Christians, much, very 
much, has been given. God has given us many 
special blessings, in addition to those gifts 
which He bestows on all mankind, such as life, 
and health, and sense. He has given us a 
home among one of the most civilized and 
highly-favoured nations in the world, where we 
are surrounded by kind friends, and enjoy the 
advantages of a Christian education. When 
you are a few years older, and can imderstand 
all the very great privileges which belong to 
the condition of a young Christian in our Eng- 
lish Church, you will not wonder that I say 
very much has been given to us, and from us 
very much will be required.'' 

"But I hope," said Eliza, "I hope, dear 
Sophia, we shall never allow ourselves to sup- 
pose that we can be really able to repay in 
duty, either to God or man, the debt we owe to 
our Creator and Saviour. God may be gra- 
ciously pleased to accept of our services, and 

* Luke xii 48. 
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to forgive our shortcomings for Jesus our Lord 
and Saviour's sake; but you know that when 
we have done our utmost we are still ' unpro- 
fitable servants ;'* we can never do all we ought, 
we can never pay all we owe/' 

"True, Eliza; and, on the other hand, we 
must be careful never to be discouraged; we 
must not be * weary in well-doing,'t even 
though we may perhaps find many of our 
greatest efibrts failing utterly, and see many of 
our best intentions come to no effect. God is 
not a hard master ; He ' knoweth whereof we 
are made, He remembereth that we are but 
dust ;'J * He will not be extreme to mark that 
which is amiss,'§ especially if we ask forgive- 
ness for our failing, in the name of Him who 
never failed. Only let no one try to excuse 
himself on the plea of its being diflScult to do 
our duty. Has not God given us His Holy 
Spirit on purpose to overcome the diflBculty? 
Be assured that if you are willing, the grace of 
God is powerful, and will be *sufl5cient for 
you.'|| You can 'do all things,'1[ if indeed 
' Christ strengtheneth' you. But if you wilfully 
refuse to exert His grace, if you refuse to profit 
by your Christian privileges, then beware lest, 

* Luke xvii. 10. t Gal. vi. 9 j 2 Thess. iii. 13. 

J Ps. ciii. 14 § Ps. cxxx. 3. (Prayer Book.) 

■ 2 Cor. xii. 9. % Phil. iv. 13. 

£ 
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in the day of judgment, the Queen of Sheba> 
and the Ninevites,* and the children of Jonadab 
the son of Rechab,t and all who faithfully and 
obediently acted up to the little light vouch- 
safed to them, rise up and condemn you with 
your fuller Ught and your higher privilegea" 

* Matt. xii. 41, 42. f Jeremiah xxxv. 16 — 19. 



THIED EVENING. 

Little Mary's illness — The use of the Sunday evening 
conversations — " All flesh is as the flower of the field 
. . . the flower fadeth" — Little Mary's character — 
"Unselfishness" — ^Moses* generous feelings towards 
the Elders who prophesied — Difference between love 
of approbation and greed of approbation — Our Lord's 
great unselfishness — How we can follow in His steps. 

A FEW days after the preceding conversation, 
little Mary was taken dangerously ill, and for a 
week it seemed doubtful if the little girl would 
live. This cast a gloom over the whole school, 
for (being the youngest and a very amiable 
child) she was quite a pet among her com- 
panions. At length, however, her sickness took 
a favourable turn, and she began to recover. 
Then Miss E. devoted a great deal of her time 
to her; and Sophia sometimes stayed by her 
bedside for hours. As soon as she was able to 
be brought down to the drawing-room, she en- 
joyed very much the visits of the other girls 
during their play-hours. Then, too, on the 
Sunday evenings, she could again join the 
group that so often surrounded Sophia; and, 
on such occasions (receiving the privileges of a 
convalescent) she generally established herself 

e2 
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on Sophia's knee, and it was contrived that the 
subject to be discussed should be one of her 
choosing. The conversations were not always 
worth recording ; but I do not think they were 
ever unprofitable to the minds of the girls who 
joined in them, for (at the least) they led them 
to inquire, and obliged them to think, upon 
grave subjects. They learned to try to express 
their own thoughts clearly, and to consider and 
compare them with the thoughts of others. 

So the summer and the autumn had passed 
away. But by and by a fresh check was given to 
their pleasant Sunday nights' enjoyments. As 
winter came on, little Mary again sickened ; and, 
after a few weeks of sufiering, disease gained 
the victory over her feeble frame — ^her dust 
returned " to the earth as it was,'' and her spirit 
" to God who gave it."* 

Many were the tears shed by her young com- 
panions over her grave, and many the kind 
words and endearing epithets with which they 
spoke of her, in remembrance of her lovely 
natural disposition, and of her promising Chris- 
tian character. 

"She was always so unselfish," exclaimed 
Anna, one evening, " and that is the very best 
thing anybody can be, I think. " 

" Oh, Anna, what do you mean ? Is it better 

* Eccles. xii. 7. 
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than being religious, or godly, or faithful, or 
any of the other things the Bible tells us to be ? 
Of course, I don't deny that Mary was very 
good and very unselfish, and always ready to 
give up; but I don't see what you mean by 
that being the very best thing anybody can be I" 

An animated general conversation ensued 
thereupon, and at last when Sophia entered the 
room, the decision of the question was, as usual, 
referred to her. 

" I think,'* said she, " there is more truth than 
you imagine in what Anna has said, for really 
the being * unselfish' implies the existence of 
a great many other good qualities in the cha- 
racter. Ellen says, 'Surely it is not better 
than being religious V But how can any one be 
truly religious and not become unselfish ? Or, 
* is it better than being godly ?' But will you 
tell me what being godly is ?" 

"Why, being like (Jod, you know, Sophia. 
Even our English grammar lesson has taught 
us that" 

" Well, and the Bible tells us ' God is love.' 
So to be like God we must be full of love. And 
love is the very same thing as the contrary of 
selfishness. So, too, with regard to being faith- 
ful, which some of you said must be better than 
being unselfish. If you look at the second 
chapter of St James's Epistle, you will see that^ 
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in the eyes of God, faith is not faith unless it 
be evidenced by love. Therefore, to say that 
a person is unselfish, implies also that he is 
already * religious, faithful, and godly.^ " 

"But, Sophia,"' said Ellen, not willing to 
allow herself to be in the wrong, "perhaps he 
might be unselfish without being religious or 
faithful, though he could not be religious or 
faithful without being unselfish.'' 

" I think not, Ellen. You may perhaps see 
some true Christians who have yet some sad re- 
mains of their natural selfishness hanging about 
them, but you will never meet with a person 
who is not a Christian, and yet is perfectly free 
from natural selfishness.'" 

"Then you think everybody is naturally 
selfish r 

" Yes, everybody, more or less. I think there 
are great differences in the degrees of natural 
selfishness, of course ; but even the best-natured 
inust have some struggle with it. The love of 
self-gratification is called in the Bible Hhe 
flesh," *the old man" (see Rom. vii. and viiL). 
And the love of Christ is the only principle 
which can successfully contend with, and con- 
quer, this love of self-gratification."" 

" Well,"" said Anna, tossing her head, and 
looking triumphantly at her companions, "you 
pee that Sophia perfectly agrees with me."" 
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"Perfectly, dear Aniia>'' said Sophia, very 
gravely, though kindly. " I perfectly agree with 
you about the loveliness of an unselfish cha* 
racter, and therefore I am the more sorry to see 
you at this very moment giving us an instance 
of the iwiloveliness of a selfish one.'* 

Anna looked up, astonished ; the others, too, 
seemed puzzled. 

" You look as if you did not understand my 
accusation ; but what is selfishness ? Is it not 
to prefer our own enjoyment to the gratification 
of others? Some persons enjoy pleasure, some 
wealth, some honour and credit ; but, no matter 
what the particular thing is for which we have 
most fancy, if we prefer enjoying that thing 
ourselves to seeing it enjoyed by others, we 
show plainly that we do not love those others 
as much as we do love ourselves ; in fact, that 
we are selfisL'^ 

"That, then, is breaking the second great 
commandment,'' observed Eliza; "for it tells 
us, 'Thou shalt love thy neighbour' not '?€«« 
than,' but ' as thyself.' " 

" Yes, and consider," continued Sophia, " how 
unlike such a disposition is to the character of 
our Saviour — Jesus, our first and best example 
— and to the characters of all the great and 
good men whom we should wish and strive to 
imitate ! Let us see if we cannot get some 
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good from thinking over the persons who have 
been remarkably free from selfishness. Tell 
me the names of any you can remember/' 

Abraham, Mra Elizabeth Fry, St. Louis, 
and Lycurgus, were instanced ; and many 
comments were made on their characters, and 
on their claims to be exempt from the stigma 
of selfishness. At last the character of Moses 
was brought forward. 

" I am sure,'' said Eliza, " Moses was very 
free from selfishness. He did not prefer his 
own enjoyment to that of others. If he had, 
he might have spent his life amidst the luxuries 
and the pleasures of the Egyptian Court, en- 
joying the honour of being called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter. But his countrymen (whom 
he loved because they were Hhe people of God') 
could not share these honours and pleasures 
with him, therefore Moses did not value thenh 
He knew that, as long as they remained in 
Egypt, though he would have all that a prince 
could desire, they would be 'suffering afflic- 
tion.' Therefore, he chose rather to share their 
affliction with them, and to devote himself to 
a life of care, and toil, and constant trouble, in 
order that he might bring them at last to the 
promised land, where God was to give them in 
abundance the means of gratifying all their 
wishea" 
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"That was one proof of the unselfishness of 
Moses ; and I can give you another instance, 
one of a different kind, but quite equally strik- 
ing as it seems to me,'' said Sophia. " You 
probably remember that when God appointed 
Moses to be the leader of His people. He en- 
dowed him with the gift of prophecy ; and that 
all the people held him in great respect and 
honour on account of this wonderful gift, pos- 
sessed at first by him alone. But some time 
afterwards, when the children of Israel were 
journeying through the wilderness,* it pleased 
(lod to bestow this same power of prophesying 
upon some others of the elders of the people, 
two of whom, we are told, were called 'Eldad 
and Medad/ And the Bible says, * And there 
ran a young man and told Moses, and said, 
Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the camp.' 
And Joshua, the servant of Moses, when he 
heard these words, felt jealous and angry that 
any one besides his beloved master should have 
obtained so high an honour, and been favoured 
with so distinguished a gift; and he asked 
Moses to forbid Eldad and Medad to prophesy. 
But what was Moses' answer? He was not 
jealous ; he was not selfish ; he did not wish to 
keep the honour of being a prophet all to him- 
self ; he was not greedy of the people's respect 

* Numbers xi. 24—29. 
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and admiration; but on the contrary, he re- 
joiced that others should share it with him. He 
answered Joshua, ' Enviest thou for my sake ? 
Would God that aU the Lord's people were 
prophets, and that the Lord would put His 
spirit upon them all ! ' That is just what a 
truly unselfish person feels. Such a person can 
not enjoy anything alone. The more delightful 
or beneficial the thing is, the more does he wish 
that others should participate in the delight and 
the benefit. Have you felt that ? Perhaps some 
of you have ; but I fear that many, on the 
contrary, find they can be very happy and take 
in the pleasures and comforts of life, when God 
sends them, without ever thinking how others 
are faring. Some, indeed, would even feel vexed 
if asked to admit some less fortunate fellow* 
creature to a share of their enjoyment. There 
are others too, I fear, who, not caring so much 
for mere earthly ease or luxury, have set their 
hearts on obtaining fame or the approbation of 
those with whom they have to do ; they like to 
get credit for doing things well ; they like to be 
approved of by their teachers, and praised by 
their parents; and they particularly like to find 
out that anything they have said or done has 
been ^ right*" 

" I don't think I understand you, Sophia,*' 
interrupted Bertha : " surely you do not mean 
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it is wrong to wish to be in the right, or to wish 
to get the approbation of our friends and 
teachers V 

" No, indeed,'' answered Sophia, smiling, " the 
feeling is in itself a very right and proper one 
(if it is not carried to excess, so as to make us 
' love the praise of men more than the praise of 
(Jod'*). But if we are greedy of approbation, 
if we desire it for ourselves and do not care 
whether others get it, if we at any time say 
within ourselves, ^ How glad I am that I was in 
the right,' without feeling sorry for those who 
have been mortified by finding themselves * in 
the wrong,' do we not show a disposition the 
very opposite of thafc of Moses, when he said, 
' Would God that all the Lord's people were 
prophets V " 

" Ah, Sophia," said Anna, blushing, " I know 
now why you said I was showing selfishness. I 
was feeling quite glad that you agreed with me, 
and that I alone got the credit of having been 
in the right But now I see how selfish it is to 
triumph over others for making a mistake, or to 
seem glad that they are not as clever as oneself 
I am very sorry I spoke as I did." 

" I dare say your companions bear you no ill- 
will for it now," replied Sophia, cheeringly. 
^ We are all inclined at times to fall before the 

* John xii. 43. 
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same temptation, and we had better all pray that 
we may be brought to feel, and to say with per- 
fect truth, ' I would to God that all the Lord's 
people' (and who are the Lord's people now-a- 
days but our fellow-Christians?) *I would to 
God that all the Lord's people might be as well 
off in every way as I am ; enjoying as much 
comfort and pleasure, as much credit, as much 
enlightenment, as much of every blessing !' And 
if we can truly say this, we shall not stop at 
merely saying the words, but shall take every 
opportunity of giving to our dear neighbours a 
share of what we ourselves value. 

" But after all," continued Sophia, " we have, 
as I said at first, a higher example of unselfish- 
ness than that of the Hebrew prophet. Moses, 
indeed, left the glory and treasures of Egypt for 
the sake of his countrymen ; but a greater than 
Moses left a greater glory than that of Egypt — 
even the glory which He had with the Father 
before the world was — for the sake of us. His 
brethren. If we call Moses self-denying and 
generous, what words shall express the character 
of Jesus? 

" He came down to share our sorrows on earth, 
that we might rise to share His happiness in 
heaven. He chose to leave a state far above 
that of Pharaoh's daughter, and to endure a life 
of trial, and a death of suffering, in order that 
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He might bring us to the enjoyment of a life of 
privileges and blessings, a death of peace and 
hope, and a resurrection to perfect bliss and glory. 
He saw us in our * low estate/ ' sufifering afiBiic- 
tion \ and pitying us^ He determined to make 
the sacrifice of his own enjoyment that he might 
be our guide to that heavenly Canaan, where 
we may be partakers with him of the promises. 
In St. John's Gospel we read that, not long be- 
fore His death, He said (in his prayer for all 
who did, or should in future, * believe on' Him), 
that He wished His disciples to be with Him 
wherever He should be, to share His glory and 
His happiness.* He told his Apostles not to be 
grieved or troubled in heart at losing him, say- 
ij^gj ' I go to prepare a place for you . . . 
I will come again and receive you to myself, that 
where I am, there ye may be also.' I do not 
think I need point out to you the perfect unsel- 
fishness of Jesus. His whole life had been spent 
in the service of others — ^his death was for them, 
and even in the agonies of death He thought of 
them, not of himself; thought of them with 
love — thought of the poor thief— of his mur- 
derers — of his mother. 

" May our Father give us grace always to re- 
member the example which Jesus our Master 
set us of giving up our own enjoyment for the 

* John xvii. 24. 



62 SUNDAY EVENINGS WITH SOPHIA. 

sake of procuring happiness for others. Re- 
member that a Christian must not live to him- 
self, that is, for his own selfish ends and pur- 
poses, but to the Lord, and for the purpose of 
benefiting and serving * the Lord's people/ ' No 
man is an island,' says Dr. Donne, * but every 
man is a piece of a continent ;' and our continent 
is the whole body of Christians, the great family 
which we call the Church. So long as we live 
only to serve and please ourselves, as if we were 
so many ^ islands/ having no connexion one with 
another, we are selfish and unchristian. But 
when we devote our life and energies to serve 
and please others, then we are doing our duty 
as pieces of our continent, as * members one of 
another.' "* 

* Eomans xiL 5. 
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The new schoolfellow — Scrupulosity — Uncharitable judg- 
ment — The influence of friends and companions — The 
difference between friendship and mere companionship 
— How shall we avoid the danger of frivolity ? — A 
general principle — The extent of Christian sympathy, 
and the value of Christian friendship. 

" How do you like this new girl T said Anna 
to her sister, one Sunday evening. " She seems 
to think herself quite a grown-up person, though 
she is only as old as Eliza. But I am glad of it, 
because now she goes to church with Miss E. ; 
and I should not like her to stay at home with 
us and Sophia. Do you know that I have not 
called her anything but * Miss K.* yet, and she 
has never said that she would like us to call 
her 'Fanny/'' 

" Eliza says she is too shy/' answered Bertha. 
" Sophia calls her Fanny, and so does Eliza ; 
but then she knew her at home." 

'*I don't think she is shy now," returned 
Anna; "I dare say at first she felt strange 
among so many of us, as she had been accus- 
tomed to live alone with her father and grand- 
mother ; but she seems to have got over that 
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feeling. At any rate, she is not shy of expressing 
her opinions ; I never knew anybody find fault 
with so many things as she does." 

" Indeed ! What sort of things V asked 
Bertha. " She has not found fault with me for 
anything.'' 

" Perhaps I ought not to have said ' find fault' 
exactly/' replied Anna; "but she is always 
saying that this thing, or that, is wrong, or 
worldly, or that she would be afraid to do it, 
and that there may be harm in things which 
we have been accustomed to consider quite 
innocent." 

" I remember," observed her sister, " hearing 
papa say one day that Mr. K. was a very strict 
and particular man, and that old Mrs. K. never 
allowed her granddaughter to have any com- 
panions except the clergyman's children, for fear 
she should ever be led into anything wrong." 

" How ridiculous ! Then I suppose that is 
why she appeared so shocked when she found 
me talking to poor Mrs. Hodson's children in 
the village yesterday, and holding the youngest 
one up to see Punch. She said she had never 
even looked at Punch's show ; she had always 
been afraid there was something wrong in it. 
How miserable I should be if I was always to 
be fearing there might be something wrong in 
everything !" 
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" And yet I suppose we ought to be always 
fearing something wrong," said Bertha, thought- 
fully ; " I mean, we ought always to be on the 
watch/' 

" Yes, to be sura Oh ! I know I am not 
half enough on the watch myself,'' replied 
Anna, impetuously. " I know I often allow 
things to do me harm, from my want of watch- 
fulness over myself ; but then I think the fault 
is in me, not in the things. I don't suppose 
that shunning this or that particular thing 
would keep me from harm, or prevent my being 
* wrong' or ' worldly,' — do you think it would ?" 

" I am not sure that I understand it quite ; 
but when we are in the school-room with Sophia 
perhaps we can ask her." 

Hit Mit ¥^ * 

" But why will you go to church this even- 
ing V asked Eliza of the new girl, that same 
evening. " I am sure you are not strong enough 
for the long walk. Why don't you ask to be 
left with Sophia ?" 

"I think I shall be safer at church, thank 
you," answered Fanny K. " It is very kind of 
you to wish me to stay with you, but there are 
some of the girls who stay at home that I think 
grandmamma would not have liked me to asso- 
ciate with." 

" Oh, Fanny !" exclaimed Eliza, quite shocked. 



>9 
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"Indeed, Eliza, I am sorry to say it, but 
some of them seem to me quite careless and 
worldly-minded ; and you know if they are 
'lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God' 
they cannot be fit companions for those whose 
hearts and hopes are set upon heaven/' 

"But, Fanny, how can you judge them so 
severely, when you have been only a fortnight 
here ? Tou are scarcely acquainted with them. 

" I did not mean to judge them severely, 
replied Fanny. " I hope I have not said any- 
thing unkind of them ; I really was not thinking 
so much about them as about myself. Fearing 
that they were not in earnest about religion, I 
thought they would be dangerous companions 
for me — they might perhaps do me some harm ; 
so I determined to be on the safe side by keep- 
ing as much as possible out of their way. 
Grandmamma always told me that one or two 
companions chosen from among the true chil- 
dren of God, were better than a multitude of 
ordinary friends.'' 

"That must be quite true, no doubt," said 
Eliza ; yet she said it in a very doubtful tone, 
and added — " but I should be very sorry to 
think the girls here were not among the true 
children of God, or, what you call, *not in 
earnest about religion.' I am really very fond 
of them all, Fanny, and I cannot think why 
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you should fancy them so bad ais that their 
company may be dangerous for you/* 

"Oh, I do not say they are very bad/' re- 
turned her friend — " I hope they are not ; but 
they seem so fond of amusement, so eager about 
everything that goes on in school, that they 
cannot care about thinking of heaven, and the 
things which I have been taught to love. At 
home I was never accustomed to so many games 
as go on here ; and I am sure it would be much 
more suitable to young Christians if at play- 
time they were to go and sit in the arbour and 
sing hymns." 

" We do that sometimes on Sunday,'' pleaded 
Eliza; "and at any rate this evening, you 
know, is Sunday evening; there will be no 
games, only a little reading and talking with 
Sophia.'' 

" Yes ; but it seems to me shocking for such 
frivolous girls to be pretending to be good, and 
to like talking about religion just one evening 
in the week." 

" * Judge not, that ye be not judged,' "* said a 
voice behind her, and, starting round, Fanny 
saw Sophia. 

" Don't look so frightened, Fanny," said she ; 
" I beg your pardon for my quotation. What- 
ever you were saying, I only heard the end of 

* Matt. vii. 1. 
F 2 
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it; but as it sounded to me like a very un- 
charitable speech, the text escaped my lips 
almost involuntarily/' 

"I do not wish to be uncharitable — I am 
sure I do not wish to be uncharitable/' poor 
Fanny said; "but, Sophia, do you think 
we ought to make friends or companions of 
people who are frivolous and worldly all the 
week, and only think about religion on Sun- 
day r 

"That one question seems to me to want 
three answers," said Sophia; "first, it is im- 
possible (except for God who sees into the 
hearts of men) to know whether any one thinks 
of religion only on one day of the week. People 
may think a great deal of it, and act upon it 
too, without talking of it ; and if they do talk 
of it with interest on Sunday, am I not bound 
in charity to believe that they think of it at 
other times? or, at the very least, that they 
wish to begin to do so ? As for who we should 
make companions of, that really seldom rests 
with us to decide ; our companions are generally 
forced upon us by circumstances, and as ' cir- 
cumstances' is but another name for * God's 
Providence,' I think the safest thing we can do 
is always to try how much good may, by God's 
blessing, be got out of our intercourse with our 
companiona But, of course, as we are very apt 
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to fall into the ways, both of thinking and 
acting, of those with whom we associate most, 
it is very important that we should choose, well 
and wisely, those with whom we intend to 
become intimate. Companions need not always 
be frienda Friendship I consider to be a very 
sacred and intimate connexion, and one which 
we cannot be too considerate about forming/' 

" That is just what I feel,'' said Fanny. " I 
do not wish to have anything to say to girls 
who are thoughtless, and careless, and irreverent" 

" Not have anything to say to them, Fanny ! 
That is not at all what I meant," said Sophia. 
" I don't think we understand one another. I 
certainly should not wish to make a friend of 
one who was either thoughtless, or careless, or 
irreverent, because that might put my own soul 
in danger; but " 

** Yes," inteiprupted Fanny, " I was saying to 
Eliza before you came in, that for my own soul's 
safety I must avoid the society of all except true 
children of God, because the Bible says, 'Evil 
communications corrupt good manners;'* and 
my dear grandmamma used to say that the ways, 
habits, and inclinations of those with whom we 
are most closely united, are as catching to our 
minds as a fever to our bodies, and that because 
this is especially the case with young persons, 

* 1 Cor. XV. 33. 
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Solomon has written for them the wise injunc- 
tions : * My son, if sinners entice thee, consent 
thou not \ * Make no friendship with an angry 
man, and with a furious man thou shalt not go, 
lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy 
soul/* And you know it is written also, that 
' he that walketh with wise men ' will himself be- 
come wise ; whilst the ' companion of fools will 
be destroyed.' "\ 

" All that you say is very true, Fanny, and 
it is right, too, if rightly understood ; but I am 
afraid you are misunderstanding it in your own 
mind, and misapplying it. You seem to think 
that you ought to stand entirely aloof from all 
who are not what you call *true children of 
God,' by which I suppose you mean those who 
are really living an unmistakeably godly life ; a 
life that witnesses to their heavenly parentage. 
Now, I will pass over the question as to whether 
you or I would be right in feeling sure of the 
correctness of our own judgment about who 
are, or are not, worthy and consistent Christians. 
I will agree with you that we ought not to make 
friends of any but those who show us by their 
conduct that they are really trying to do the will 
of God. But suppose that among the many ac- 
quaintance that we make at school and at home, 
there are some who are not quite what we could 
* Prov. i. 10; xxu. 24. f Prov. xiii. 20. 
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wish them to be, are we therefore to say to them, 
' Stand by thyself, for I am holier than thou,'* 
or * I do not wish to have anything to say to such 
people f 

" Our Lord and Master,'' continued Sophia, 
" has left us the example which we should follow 
in this, as well as in all other matters.t His 
friends, who were with Him in the house, and 
accompanied Him in all His wanderings, who 
attended on Him, and ' ministered to Him of 
their substance,' were earnest, active, serious- 
minded, good-hearted people, sincere lovers of 
truth and right, anxious to know and do the wiU 
of God, and full of true, deep, lasting sorrow 
whenever they offended Him by their sin, or 
negligence, or ignorance. They were not per- 
fect, but they anxiously desired, and eagerly 
strove to become perfect. Therefore Jesus loved 
them, and made friends of them. But He was 
far from saying that He would *have nothing to 
do' with others who were less good, or even not 
good at alL He was actually said to be a com- 
panion of * publicans and sinners.' "J 

" Ah, because He came to convert them, to 
call them away from their sins ; He associated 
with them for their good, and, as He was himself 
sinless and perfect. He had no cause to fear lest 
they should do Him harm," said Fanny. 
* Is. Ixv. 6. 1 1 Pet. ii. 21 ; Eph. v. 1, 2. J Matt.xi. 19. 
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" Very true/' replied Sophia, *' and you mean 
that it would be presumptuous for any young 
inexperienced Christian to keep company with 
persons of sinful habits, under pretence of doing 
them good f* 

"Yes,'' answered Fanny; "I am afraid I, at 
least, should get more of evil from them than 
they would of good from me/' 

" There can be no harm in your thinking thus 
difi&dently of yourself, and I certainly would 
not advise you voluntarily to associate with any 
person of actually sinful habits, wilfully proud 
or obstinate, deceitful or profane, selfish or pas- 
sionate. But such persons are not likely to come 
in your way while you are yet so young, and 
are at school here." 

" I know that," said Fanny; "but such glaring 
wickedness is not what I am afraid of. The bad 
habits of the young ladies here seem more dan- 
gerous to me — more infectious, I may say ; and 
I fear I should lose my taste for heavenly things 
by mixing much with girls who are so very fond 
of frivolous amusements as most school-girls 
seem to be." 

" My dear Fanny," said Sophia, smiling, " the 
fact is that you have lived so much alone with 
old people, that your mind cannot all at once 
adapt itself to sympathy with the young and 
lively. But, my good sober friend, you must 



FOURTH EVENING. 73 

not be hasty in your judgments, for that is 
quite against Christian charity. You must not 
conclude at once that your schoolfellows are 

* frivolous/ and have no taste for heavenly 
things, because they seem very fond of amuse- 
ment and very eager in sport. Solomon says, 

* There is a time for everything under the 
heaven,'* so there must be a time for play as 
•well as for work. Don't suppose that I am 
desirous to make light of the evil and danger of 
that disposition of mind which is content with 
frivolous and unsubstantial occupations. On 
the contrary, idleness and frivolity of spirit is 
a defect which I wish girls were more often 
warned against ; and if there be any who are 
morefo7id of trifling, silly amusements than of 
their work and serious employments, I would 
advise you not to enter into intimacy with them. 
But, remember, the same girls may seem at 
playtime to be full of nothing but fun and 
frolic, who in school-hours are most attentive to 
their lessons, most eager in the acquisition of 
useful knowledge.^' 

" Yes ; but that does not seem to me to make 
the case a bit better," Fanny said ; " the acqui- 
sition of knowledge is not * the one thing need- 
ful.' French, and German, and arithmetic, and 
drawing will not save the soul, dear Sophia/' 

* Eccles. iii. 1. 
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Sophia shook her head. 

" No, indeed/' said she, " neither those things, 
nor any other things, can save the soul. It is 
the Lord Jesus who has saved our souls, Fanny. 
But if you mean that French, and German, 
and arithmetic, and drawing do not help in 
any way to make us better Christians — holier 
and truer servants of God — I can only say that 
if that is so, it is our own fault.'' 

"We are going to church,'' said Miss E., 
appearing at the door at that moment, with her 
cloak and bonnet on ; " but I think, Miss K., 
you had better remain at home, the night air 
would be too cold for you." 

Eliza could not help smiling triumphantly ; 
but the twins (who were just entering the > 
school-room along with Ellen, Rachel, and the 
rest,) exchanged sly glances of annoyance. 

After this little interruption, Eliza said, 
" What did you mean would be our own fault, 
Sophia ? Do you mean that it is our own fault 
if we do not get some real good out of our 
lessons, and indeed out of everything ?" 

" 1 think," answered Sophia, " that we ought 
to be able to gather good to our souls out of 
almost every thing or person that we come 
across. Most outward things are in themselves 
plainly harmless. It is the spirit within us 
which causes them to be productive either of 
good or of evil to us. If we are of a godly spirit 
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we raay get good from things which to a worldly 
mind would only do harm. A worldly spirit is 
that which looks upon things merely with re- 
ference to this world, and to the amount of 
pleasure or of credit that they will gain for us 
in this world : it prizes wealth, learning, and 
honour for their own sakes ; and thinks only of 
enjoying them. But if we pray to God that 
His spirit may dwell in our hearts. He will lead 
us to a better judgment about all these things, 
and will teach us how to prize them for His sake, 
how to see their heavenly meaning, and how to 
use them as instruments for the good of man- 
kind, and for His glory/' 

" Then what my sister was saying to me just 
a little while ago, was quite right," exclaimed 
Bertha. " She said that though we ought to be 
on our guard against evil, it was not necessary 
to be always avoiding things for fear of their 
doing us harm." 

" But would you not avoid what is wrong V 
asked Fanny, still unwilling to relinquish the 
notion she had set out with ; "and surely that 
which is trifling and silly must be wrong." 

"If you mean amusements," said Sophia, " I 
must repeat that I do not consider that all 
amusements are silly and trifling ; nor do I 
believe earthly enjoyment to be so totally and 
necessarily distinct from heavenly enjoyment as 
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to make a taste for the one incompatible with a 
taste for the other. The same God who gave 
us spirits, gave us also minds and bodies ;* and 
has given us, moreover, *all things richly to 
enjoy, t 

" But does not the Bible say, that ' lovers of 
pleasure' cannot be * lovers of God' ?" 

" I don't think so ; I think it only condemns 
those who love pleasure too much, who love 
selfish enjoyment more than they love God,J 
who are so engrossed by their pleasures that 
* God is not in all their thoughts.'§ But, 
besides, I hope none of us would call ourselves 
lovers of our amusements any more than we 
would talk of loving our food ! We like our 

* In the first Epistle to the Thessalonians (v. 23), St. 
Paul says, " I pray God your whole spirit, and soul, and 
body, be preserved blameless." Br. Arnold, in his sermon 
on this text, explains that the Greek word, which in our 
version is rendered " soul," means the mind, that is to 
say, the intellectual faculties as distinguished &om the 
spiritual ; he then shows how the mind and body should 
both be the servants of the spirit. " How beautiful is 
the sight to behold the spirit, soul, and body, each strong 
and vigorous, and each working in its proper order, the 
soul and body being the ready and able ministers to the 
spirit ; and the strong and temperate pulse, the active 
limbs, the rich imagination, the keen and deep under- 
standing, and the clear and true judgment, all serving to 
the purposes of our immortal life, by helping our spirits 
to do our Master's work on earth." 

t 1 Tim. vi. 17. % 2 Tim. iii. 4. § Ps. x. 4. 
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meat and drink, and we like our play and 
amusing books; and it is quite right that we 
should do so, because they are good and whole- 
some, if taken in moderation — the one for our 
body, the other for our mini'* 

" But are you sure that it is so ? How is 
play good and wholesome for our minds i" 

"It rests them by diverting them. Don't 
you remember, Fanny, when you were so very 
tired with your Grerman lesson that you felt as 
if it were impossible you could learn your 
history questions for the next day, I made you 
come out and help me to swing the little ones ; 
and we laughed and danced about with them 
till they were sent to bed ; and then you felt 
quite another person, and you went in and 
learnt your page without difficulty." 

" Then you think there is actual good, and 
not harm, in our amusements,'' said Ellen, " and 
you don't think we ought to give them up, and 
be serious ?" 

" I think people may be serious, and sober- 
minded, too, without giving up amusement. 
The Apostle teUs us that we may 'use' this 
world without * abusing it.' * If we cherish in 
our hearts that principle which is called Duty, 
it will prevent our abusing the innocent means 
of recreation allowed to us ; and if we cultivate 

* 1 Cor. vii. 31. 
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in our minds that quality which is called Method, 
it will enable us to class all things according to 
their truest value — ' first, the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness/* and then all other things 
in the due order of their comparative importance. 
We shall then put pleasure in its proper place 
among our useful servants ; we shall take care, 
by God's help, never to become its slave.'' 

" And I am sure," said Anna, " that is a much 
better way than shutting oneself out from all 
that looks the least like fun and merriment, as 
some people do, just as if they would like to 
live in a convent or a monastery." 

" The principle of shunning everj^hing that 
may possibly tempt us to forget our heavenly 
calling is indeed that which leads to retirement 
in monastic establishments," observed Sophia. 

" But what is a principle ?" asked Esther. 

"Oh, Esther, why you know, surely?" said 
Ellen, 

"No, really I don't; not clearly, at least; 
though Sophia so often uses the word." 

" You had better explain to her what a prin- 
ciple is, Ellen, since you know," said some one, 
smiling. 

" Oh, it means just the same as a motive : it 
is something in our thoughts which leads us to 
some particular line of action — isn't it ?" 

* Matt. vi. 33. 
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" It is not exactly the same as a motive/' said 
Sophia. " A motive is any thought or feeling 
whiclf moves us, and prompts us to action, even 
though it be but a passing feeling, the impulse 
of a moment ; but a principle is a fixed rule, 
capable of general appUcation/' 

"Well, you know, Sophia, that before the 
others came into the room, you and Fanny and 
I were talking more of persons than of things,'' 
said Eliza, "and if we were to carry out the 
principle of avoiding every person who is not 
better than ourselves, we should be doing much 
the same as putting ourselves within a cloister." 

" Instead of a * cloister ' you should say a cell 
— a regular hermit's cell" — cried Anna, laugh- 
ing ; " for, if you once admit such principles, the 
end must be this, that the more holy we become 
the more and more of our employments shall 
we find to be beneath the dignity of our spirits, 
and the more and more of our companions shall 
we cast oj0f as frivolous and unworthy, till at last 
we shall be left quite alone in our supposed 
sanctity ! All alone, getting no sympathy and 
giving none ; and yet imagining that we are 
fitting ourselves for heaven. For my part, I 
think it is very cowardly to run away from every 
little trial ; it would be more honourable, and 
more like a true soldierly Christian, to stand firm 
and resist the enemy," 
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" Then, do you think that there is no occasion 
to be select in the choice either of our com- 
panions, or of our occupations V said Fanny. 

" We may be very select without being exclu- 
sive," said Sophia. "We ought to be very 
chary of our deep affection, yet very liberal of 
our sympathy. God made man for society,* and 
social intercourse offers us the most direct oppor- 
tunities for mutual improvement Those who 
reflect on it cannot but notice how much in- 
fluence the habits, tempers, words, and conduct 
of their companions have upon their own cha- 
racters. ' Even as iron sharpeneth iron, so a man 
sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.'f So 
if your dear and intimate companions are among 
the humble, the earnest, the diligent, active, and 
useful, the godly and devout, you too may (by 
God's blessing) grow up to be humble, earnest, 
diligent, active, useful, devout, and godly. You 
cannot but be much benefited by associating with 
such people: you will find their friendship the 
greatest of earthly blessings,^ and you may 
continue, not only with safety but with joy, to 

* Gen. ii. 18. f Prov. xxvii. 17. 

;|; Dr. Arnold, in his beautiful sermon on that text of 
the prophet Malachi which tells how they that thought 
upon the Lord's name " spake often one to aTiother" 
says that Christian friendship is even more than " the 
greatest of earthly blessings." It is a heavenly blessing. 
It is one of those things which unite earth and heaven. 
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follow after such company. You may say to 
them, as Ruth did to her mother-in-law, ' Your 
people shall be my people, and your God my 
God.' But, though these, and these only, be 
your select friends, you ought not to exclude 
others from the circle of your sympathies. To 
all your acquaintance you should conduct your- 
selves in a pleasant, kind manner, showing that 
you are ready to be sociable with them, as well 
as to do them any little service that you can ; 
that you wish them well, and desire the same 
feelings from them in return.* It is true we 
learn, both by the examples and the precepts 
in the Bible, that we are to exercise a certain 
amount of judgment — ^that we are to shut out 
from society such persons as Cain, or as those 
described by St. Paul in the 11th verse of the 
6th chapter of his 1st Epistle to the Corinthians ; 
but beyond this we are not to presume to go. 
We must not be censorious ; we must not pre- 
tend'to judge the thoughts and feelings of our 
fellow-creatures, and say that the state of those 

Even death cannot affect it. In the Eev. W. Sewell's 
Sacred Thoughts occur the sweet and touching lines : — 

" And when the thought of love ascends, 
Death with its fulness sweetly hlends. 
For I shall love my dearest friends 

Better in Heaven." 



* John xiii. 35 ; 1 Pet. ii. 17. 
G 
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thoughts and feelings makes them unfit to be 
companions for us, or dangerous to society. On 
the contrary, we should rejoice that our meeting 
with them in society gives us an opportunity of 
helping to recall them to a better state of mind, 
if they indeed are in so great need of improve- 
ment. For the same reason I do not like to 
hear girls grumble at having among their 
companions some who, perhaps, are not so clever 
and amusing as othera I don't think we can 
ever be justified in saying, * We won't let so- 
and-so be of our party, because she is so stupid ;' 
or, * because she is quite a hore' '* 

" Oh, Sophia, now you are being too hard 
upon us ! Must we put up with the company of 
bores V 

" I only said, I think we ought. Just consider : 
if we have now and then something to bear 
with from others, are they not in some cases 
called to exercise forbearance towards us ? You 
will surely not say that it is harder to put up 
with a little dulness than with a great deal of 
irritability. Indeed, are we not bound to put 
up with everything ? Christian love ' beareth 
all things,'*^ because the Lord Jesus bore all 
things. Do you imagine that all the crowd that 
thronged Him when He walked through this 
mortal life — all that mixed crowd of curious 
idlers and anxious sinners — were agreeable, 

* 1 Cor.xiii. 7. 
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sensible, intelligent, amiable persons ? Do you 
suppose that all the sick people He healed, 
all the young children He blessed, were pretty 
and interesting, or even sweet and clean ? Oh ! 
let us try not to despise or neglect omy one who 
*is made in the image'* of Him, the ' bright- 
ness ' of whose ' glory 't shines forth in the 
Head of our race. Bemember, that the man 

.... who loyes the Lord aright 
No soul of man can worthless find ; 

All will be precious in His sight. 
Since Christ on all hath shined." X 

" I have lately been reading the Passages 
from the Life of the Rev, Robert Anderson, 
and there, as in many other good men's biogra- 
phies, it is observed, that ' where the heart is 
right with God, a general association among 
such of our fellow-creatures as are not leading 
openly immoral lives, is more conducive towards 
the extending of God's glory than an ascetic 
retirement from the world.' " 

" There is a beautiful passage in that old 
sermon which you lent to me to read," said 
Eliza, " about true friendship and sympathy : 
do let me read it ; it says, * Every man rejoices 
twice when he hath a partner of his joy. A 
friend shares my sorrow and makes it but a 

* Gen. i. 27. t Heb. i. 3. 

J Christian Year, Second Sunday after Trinitj?, 

G 2 
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moiety ; but he swells my joy, and makes it 
double. For so two channels divide the river, 
and lessen it into rivulets, and make itfordable; 
but two torches do not divide but increase the 
flame. And though my tears are the sooner 
dried up when they run upon my friend's cheeks 
in the furrows of compassion, yet when my 
flame hath kindled his lamp we unite the 
glories, and make them radiant like the golden 
candlesticks that bum before the throne of 
God, because they shine by numbers, by unions, 
and confederations of light and joy.' "* 

" And don't you remember, Eliza," said 
Bertha, " the lines of Cowper that we learned 
last week ? 



« 



True bliss, if man may reach it, is composed 

Of hearts in union mutually disclosed ; 

And (farewell else all hope of pure delight) 

Those hearts should he reclaim'd, renew'd, upright. 

Bad men, profaning friendship's hallowed name, 

Form in its stead a covenant of shame, 

A dark confederacy against the laws 

Of virtue, and religion's glorious cause : 

They build each other up with dreadful skill. 

As bastions set point blank against God*s will. 
4fc • • • * 

But souls that carry on a blessed exchange 
Of joys they meet with in their heavenly range, — 
And with a fearless confidence make known 
The sorrows sympathy esteems its own, — 



* Jeremy Taylor's Sermon on the " Miracles of Divine 
Mercy." 
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Daily derive increasing light and force 
From such communion in their pleasant course, 
Feel less the journey's roughness and its length. 
Meet their opposers with united strength. 
And one in heart, in interest and design. 
Gird up each other to the race divine.*'* 

" I am very fond of all the pretty pieces of 
poetry we learn about ' Friendship/ — ^true 
friendship, I mean/' said Ellen. 

" So am I/' said Sophia, " and I can hardly 
say that any of them express its value in too 
strong terms. Let me hope, therefore, that 
each one of us — for the sake of our friends and 
companions, and on account of the influence, 
unconscious, but inevitable, which we know we 
exercise over one another — let me hope that 
each one of us will henceforth strive so to do 
the will of God in all the relations of life, that 
she may become a blessing to the other inmates 
of this house, and that in her intercourse with 
them He may Himself be present who walked 
with the two disciples to Emmaus, and who ac- 
knowledges in every one that does His Father's 
will, a mother, a sister, or a brother/'f 

* From Cowper's poem on " Conversation." 
t Mark iii. 35. 
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The use of learning — " Dissipation" — Self-discipline — The 
Tree of Knowledge — Solomon's precepts and examples 
— ^Various motives to industry — Faith in God the right 
motive— The life of the faithful—" Faith," " Belief," 
and " Fidelity " — ^A word from Miss E. 

" Sophia," said Eliza, " I still want to know the 
meaning of what you said about lessons, when 
Miss E. interrupted us last Sunday evening. 
How can our lessons, our common school- work, 
make us better Christians ?" 

" Tell me first, Eliza, what our lessons are for? 
are they * got through' merely because they will 
procure for us the gratification of our ambition, 
or vanity — or some worldly comfort ? Are we 
learning French and German merely in order 
that we may not be put to shame in foreign 
countries if we should ever travel in them ? Do 
we merely wish to learn so much arithmetic as 
will enable us to keep accounts, or to understand 
a bill when we go shopping ? Are we anxious 
to learn drawing only because it is the fashion, 
and because we know that our friends will praise 
us for the pictures we shall produce ? When we 
study music " 



FIFTH EVENING. 87 

"Oh, Sophia, you need not go on," said 
Eliza, interrupting her, " I, for one, should feel 
very much ashamed of myself if I looked upon 
the things I learn from this low point of 
view, I must say that I don't like some of my 
studies, nor see the use of them — arithmetic, 
for instance ; but to be sure, Mr. B. said at our 
last lesson that arithmetic was * of great value 
in cultivating the mind ;' so I suppose it is like 
the plough which cultivates the field, and makes 
it ready to receive the seed. As for drawing, 
we know it is to teach us to perceive the beau- 
ties of nature ; and so, of course, the good that 
may be gained from it is, that it may lead us 
* from nature up to nature's God.' " 

" But I cannot see why we need learn these 
modem languages, nor what can be the use of 
reading so many books about History, and 
Geography, and Science, nor of learning such 
long bits of poetry, and writing English compo- 
sitions every week," said Fanny, very discon- 
solately. 

" It is all for the sake of what is called the 
culture of the mind or intellect," said Sophia. 
"I cannot explain to you in what way our 
spiritual nature is benefited by intellectual cul- 
tivation ; I am only beginning to understand it 
myself; but I know some books about it which 
I hope you will read when you are older. They 
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will show you how an acquaintance with lan- 
guage in several of its many wonderful forms — 
a knowledge of the history of God's dealings 
with the nations of the world — and an in- 
terest in scientific studies and discoveries, do 
all help you to understand our Heavenly Father^s 
glorious nature, and may make you more able 
to comprehend His word. But even though you 
do not see how the acquisition of knowledge 
can do us good, I do not think you need doubt 
the fact. If it be true that — 

" Satan finds some mischief still. 
For idle hands to do, 

I should think idle minds must be even surer 
prey for him. Indeed our minds cannot remain 
vacant ; they will fill themselves with something; 
and unless we early possess them with a love of 
literature, or of the arts, we may be certain 
they will occupy themselves with all kinds of 
trifles; first with trifles belonging to our own 
daily life, but soon also with what belongs to 
our neighbours' afiairs. This will engender the 
spirit of irivolity, and the love of gossiping ; 
and so we shall run the risk of the mind's utter 
dissipation." 

" I thought ' dissipation' meant going out to 
balls and parties," said Ellen. 

" People often use the word as if it meant 
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that,'' replied Sophia ; " but it has come to be 
so used on account of the effect which is likely 
to be produced by too much of such amusing 
and exciting intercourse with the world. * Dis- 
sipation' literally means 'dispersion/ and the 
word is applied to the frittering away of the 
faculties of our mind by scattering their atten- 
tion* over the hundred thousand trifles that 
attract us during our passage through Vanity 
Fair. Our school- work ought to have just the 
contrary elBfect, for our studies are meant to train 
us to habits of fixed attention." 

*' Yes, I know," said Bertha. " People often 
tell us not to allow our minds to wander from 
the subject which they ought for the time to be 
employed on ; and they say that if we let our 
attention be distracted by things which are 
going on around us, we lose half the benefit of 
the study." 

"Because," said Sophia, "we then break 
through the discipline of the mind — that is, 
the keeping it in order, keeping it under our 
control, not allowing it to indulge its free roving 
disposition, but making it yield us implicit 
obedience." 

" There is a great deal in the Bible about 
wisdom and knowledge," observed Esther, " par- 

* Johnson's Dictionary: — " Dissipation ; dispersion, 
scattered attention** 
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ticularly in the book of Proverbs. Indeed half 
the proverbs seem to be something about * un- 
derstanding/ or 'wisdom/ or 'instruction/ or 
* knowledge/ " 

"Yes; but then/' said Fanny, "the know- 
ledge of which Solomon speaks is only the 
knowledge of the precepts in God's word. And 
by ' wisdom' he means that practical wisdom of 
holiness which comes down from God into our 
hearts, without any elBfort of our own. Know- 
ledge and wisdom, in the sense in which the 
Bible speaks of them, are not at all like the 
knowledge we get at school." 

"I cannot agree with you, Fanny/' said 
Sophia. "I do not think Solomon uses the 
words in a limited sense, such as you would give 
to them ; and I do think that our lessons in 
history, and grammar, and in every other branch 
of learning, constitute part of that great thing 
which he says it 'is not good' for 'the soul to 
be without.'* There is only one tree of know- 
ledge, though it has many branches ; and I con- 
sider that what we have to learn at school is, 
for us, one of the great important branches. 
You say that the wisdom of which Solomon 
speaks comes down from God into our hearts ; 
and that is true ; for ' every good gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father.'f 
* Prov. xix. 2. t James i. 17. 
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But you add, * without any elBfort of our own ;' 
is that true ? It seems to me that the Bible, 
while it affirms to us that all wisdom, knowledge, 
and understanding come from God alone.* that 
we may plant and water, but that only He can 
give the increase,t tells us also that He will 
give no increase to the man who will not take 
the trouble to plant or water, no interest to 
him who hides his talent in the earth,} no 
help to those who wiU not help themselves.§ 
Solomon says we must ' seek,' we must ' search,' 
we must * draw out' the knowledge and wisdom 
whose price is above 'rubies' and *fine gold;' 
we must dig for it 'as for hid treasures.'|| That 
does not look as if he thought no elBfort was to be 
made on our part. Even in regard to spiritual 
things, if we feel in any doubt or ignorance, our 
spirits must make at least the elBfort of wishing 
for an increase of understanding ; we must at 
least exert ourselves sufficiently to ask God for 
wisdom, or else we have no right to expect that 
it will be given to us. And in matters that do 
"not concern our spiritual welfare, such as those 
relating to science or philosophy — we of course do 
not look for any direct revelation : by study and 
research, with God's blessing on the means, we 

* Prov. ii. 6 ; James i. 5. f 1 Cor. iii. 7, 8. 

} Luke xix. 24. § Prov. viii. 17. 

Prov. ii. 4 ; iii. 13 — 15. 
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arrive at the truth, but not otherwise, no more 
than we could receive the natural fruits of the 
earth without tilling and sowing/' 

" But have our common lessons anything to 
do with such great things as science and philo- 
sophy, Sophia V 

"Oh, yes. Science is only the name for 
knowledge that is systematically arranged ; and 
philosophy means the loving and seeking after 
wisdom. Now, my opinion is that Solomon was 
taught, by inspiration of God, to feel that all 
branches of knowledge are desirable, because they 
open the human mind and prepare it to under- 
stand God's will ; and that, therefore, he would 
advise us to acquire all the learning for which 
we have opportunity and capacity. An exten- 
sive acquaintance with Natural History is attri- 
buted to Solomon, you know, but I don't sup- 
pose he arrived at it without any eflfort or exer- 
tion of his own. At any rate, if you or I wish 
to attain to the same we must use means ; we 
must diligently seek for information ; read, think, 
and observe, praying, at the same time, as 
Solomon did,* that God will give us the wisdom 
to understand and apply what we learn." 

" Another use of knowledge has just struck 
me," said Bertha ; " don't you remember we 
were talking about friendship last week ? Well, 

♦ 1 Kings iii. 9, 12. 
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we shall be much pleasanter friends, and more 
useful friends, too, if we are very well-informed, 
and can talk upon all sorts of sensible subjects." 

Sophia laughed at Bertha's " all sorts," but 
she acknowledged that well-cultivated minds 
have a larger share than others in the enjoyment 
of friendly intercourse and intelligent conver- 
sation ; and that persons who have an extensive 
acquaintance with the examples, the opinions, 
and the experiences laid before us in history, 
poetry, and biography, are the better able, in 
cases of difficulty or distress, to comfort and 
advise their friends. She spoke again of self- 
culture as being, even in itself, a noble aim, 
since it designs to unfold and ripen in us all the 
faculties which our Maker has bestowed. She 
argued that God never can have meant our facul- 
ties to lie unused, nor have given us powers we 
were not intended to employ ; that a capacity 
for learning is one of the " talents " committed 
to our charge. 

"Yes, and to different persons a different 
amount is given," observed Agatha. " Just as 
in the parable* one servant had ten talents, 
another five, and another one, so each of us has 
what it has pleased God's providence to allot to 
us in the way of capacity, and also of opportu- 
nity for acquiring knowledge." 

* Luke xix. 16. 
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" Very true, Agatha ; and as God will surely 
require of every man according to that he hath, 
we, who have opportunities large and many, must 
beware that we do not neglect to profit by them/' 

" You have not said anything about the moral 
benefit that may be gained in the course of doing 
Our lessons, by the occasions aflforded for con- 
quering ill-tempers, and for exercising self-con- 
trol, and self-denial," observed Eliza. 

" No/' said Sophia, " you are quite right to 
remind us of that ; but that is only what is 
called incidental good ; that is to say, a good 
picked up by the way, not one belonging pro- 
perly to the main object that we are aiming at. 
Our main object or design in learning lessons is 
the gaining of knowledge/' 

" For my part," resumed Agatha, " I never 
doubt, when I calmly reflect upon it, that study 
is very right, and useful, and proper ; but just 
at the time when I have got a hard task to do, 
and am in haste to get through it, I can't help 
exclaiming, * What is the use of their giving me 
this ?' " 

" Well, Aggie," exclaimed several voices at 
once, " you are the last girl we should ever have 
suspected of not liking lessons ! Why, you are 
always industrious !" 

Agatha blushed, and said, " Yes, to be sure ; 
because I know I must be/' 
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Sophia sighed, and said, " It would be better 
if you could say, * Yes, to be sure ; because I 
know I ought to be/ " 

" But why ought I to be industrious ?" 

" Because you ought to be satisfied that your 
teachers know better than you what lessons it is 
right to set you upon. Besides, school regula- 
tions and appointed tasks ought to be honestly 
attended to, because they are the law and order 
of the place to which we belong. The justice 
and wisdom of them may not be apparent to us 
at first, but perhaps they will gradually become 
so. At any rate, we ought to ' obey our parents 
in the Lord, for that is right' "* 

" Oh, Sophia, is that what it means ?*' ex- 
claimed Rachel ; " I never understood that 
our ' parents in the Lord ' meant our teachers/' 

" I think it does,'' returned Sophia ; " at any 
rate I am sure it is a Christian duty to be obe- 
dient and lowly towards those who are older 
and wiser than ourselves, and who are ' put in 
authority.' " 

" How very funny that you should quote the 
* Duty to my Neighbour,' just when I too was 
thinking of it/' said Ellen. " I was just think- 
ing that if we, school-girls, were wishing to do 
our duty in that state of life unto which it 
hxUh pleased God to call us, we should then, 

♦ Eph. vi. 1. 
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for the best of all reasons, be diligent at our 
lessons." 

" Certainly ; and just think of all the exhor- 
tations to diligence that we meet with in the 
Bible. In the book of Proverbs it is spoken of 
as a very valuable quality, and one on which 
God s blessing rests ; the diligent are approved 
as being the noblest in the land,* and worthy to 
* bear rule.'t We cannot suppose that that which 
is so highly praised is only the industry of the 
householder and husbandman, who provide food 
for the body. The texts must surely be capable 
of a figurative application to ourselves, and the 
food of our souls. And in the same way, when 
St Paul says, ' Be not slothful in business,'! we 
must not imagine that he speaks of any one par- 
ticular business : he addresses himself to people 
of the present day just as much as to the early 
Christians — to school-girls as much as to mis- 



sionaries.'' 



" St. Paul himself had two businesses, I know," 
said Ellen ; " and from what we read in the Acts 
and in the Epistles I should say Ae was 'not 
slothful ' in either." 

" Very true ; he was a tentmaker and also an 
Apostle ; and you are neither the one nor the 
other; but yet you may, if you choose, follow 

♦ Prov. xxii. 29. f Prov. xii. 24. 

I Eom. xii. 11. 
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the example of St Paul I do not mean that 
you can copy him in the very things he did, of 
com-se, for the work God gave him to do was 
quite diflferent from what He gives you ; but you 
can copy him in the way in which the work is 
to be done. St. Paul worked heartily, both for 
himself and others, because he knew that it is 
God's will that we all should work, and not be 
idle in this world. He did it to please God. 
The yrork which God had given him to do was 
to go about and ' teach all nations,' labouring at 
the same time with his own hands for his main- 
tenance. You cannot go about the world preach- 
ing and teaching Christianity, nor are you re- 
quired to work for your own living. But you 
ought, and it is quite in your power, to act in 
the same spirit as St. Paul. He did his work ' as 
to the Lord,'* and whatever he did he did it ' in 
the name of the Lord,'t to please Him, If you 
try to do your work in this spirit, to keep always 
in mind that you are to obey your parents, and 
attend to your teachers, and observe all your 
little duties, not because you ' must ' (as Agatha 
said), nor even merely because you are fond of 
your parents or teachers, or take an interest in 
your lessons or your work, but because^it is God's 
will that you should do these things, and you 
wish to please jBTim, — ^if you say in your heart, 

♦ Rom. xiv. 7, 8 5 Col. iii. 23. f Col. iii. 17. 

H 
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" Teach me, my God and King, 
In all things Thee to see. 
And what I do in any thing. 
To do it as for Thee,—* 

then you do assuredly resemble St. Paul and the 
other holy Apostles. Some men have one kind 
of work to do, and some another ; but ' whatso- 
ever ' it be that * thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might,' because thou believest that 
it is what God's Providence hath appointed for 
thee. If any occupation seem to you to be tri- 
fling and insignificant, try whether the blessing 
of God will not improve it; say to Him : 



" All may of Thee partake j 
Nothing can he so mean. 
Which, with this tincture, foe thy sake. 
Will not grow hright and clean. 

" A servant, with this clause. 
Makes drudgery divine ; 
Who sweeps a room as for Thy laws. 
Makes that, and the action, fine." 

And so even the youngest girl, if she acts on 
this principle of making the service of God her 
aim, may truly be said to lead the life of the 
faithful." 

" The life of the faithful ! The life of the 
dutiful, I should rather call it, Sophia." 

" The Bible never separates the one from the 

* This, and the following verses, are from Herhert's 
poem called The JElixir. 
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other, Bertha ; the good, the upright, and dutiful 
servants are called * the faithful ;' and the life of 
the faithful is a life of filial obedience to the will 
of God." 

" But faith is only belief, isn t it T 

" Only belief ! I cannot tell how to answer 
your question unless you tell me what you mean 
by ' only belief.* Faith does mean belief, cer- 
tainly, but what kind of belief? It does not 
mean that sort of belief which consists in being 
not quite sure of a thing — does it ?" 

" Oh, no,'' said Eliza, " it rather consists in 
feeling so perfectly sure, that we are able to act 
in accordance with the feeling. I don't know if 
I express myself intelligibly ; but I am sure we 
all understand that though we sometimes may 
say in regard to mere common matters, * I am 
not sure about it, but I believe it is so,' yet that 
is not the same kind of belief as our religious 
belief, our Christian faith." 

" No ; and if I were asked what faith is, I 
don't think I would say ' belief,' " said Sophia ; 
" for it seems to me that by common usage in 
our English language, the one word has come to 
express something far weaker than the other. 
I should say, Faith is a strong confidence 
in the truth of that which we believe; it is 
called 'the substance of things hoped for,'* 

♦ Heb. xl. 1. 
h2 
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because it is actually more substantial than 
hope ; it is that upon which a person acts and 
lives. Every man is actuated by faith in some- 
thing or other ; perfectly consistent Christians 
are always actuated by their faith in the Word 
of God."* 

" But, Sophia/' said little Rachel, " tell me 
what 'consistent' is, please. I know what 
' actuated' means — only I can't explain it ; but 
I do not know what ' consistent' means at all" 

" Consistent persons," said Sophia, " are those 
whose opinions and actions agree ; those whose 
behaviour does not contradict the doctrines they 
profess to believe, and the principles which, in 
words, they uphold. But inconsistent persons 
often express sentiments that we highly approve, 
while their conduct is at variance with those 
very sentiments. Now, I am sorry to say, most 
persons are more or less inconsistent. They 
profess to have faith in Jesus Christ, and in all 
that His gospel teaches. They profess to believe 
that true happiness comes from God alone, and 
consists in being entirely conformed to the will 
of God. But they are not firm and steady in 
this faith; on the contrary, they seem to be 
always wavering; they seem to have no real 
confidence in the 'things concerning Jesus ;'t 
they seem to be actuated at most times in their 
* Gal. ii. 20. t Luke xxiv. 25—27. 
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li^es by some other faith, some belief in the 
power of riches, or of honours, or of learning, to 
produce happiness for them. And of course 
that makes them work from a greedy desire for 
riches, or honours, or learning, instead of work- 
ing for the purpose of glorifying God. You 
know we said last Sunday that those and all 
other worldly advantages would be prized by a 
truly faithful Christian, not for their own sakes, 
but rather for the use that may be made of them 
in the service of God." 

" And do you say that, in the Bible, believing 
and doing are always put together?" asked 
Ellen, thoughtfully. " And do you mean that if 
we are not always industrious over our tasks, it 
shows that we do not firmly believe that God 
commands industry and blesses the diligent ? Or 
that if we fail in kindness to one another, it 
shows that we do not really feel confident that 
Jesus ordained that to be the mark by which 
His servants should be known ?"* 

" Exactly so. But I hope you and I, and all 
of us, in our future life may prove consistently 
that a right faith and a holy practice are inse- 
parable. I hope we shall live to show that our 
good works do spring from faith ; that our obe- 
dience, submission, and resignation, arise from 
our confidence in Him who guides and governs 

* John xiii. 35. 
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aU things here below * who ordains the powers 
that be,t and without whose permission not a 
hair of our heads can be touched ;J that our 
affectionate generosity arises partly from our 
conviction of the comparative worthlessness of 
* this world's goods/§ so that we are scarcely 
even tempted to ' shut up our bowels of com- 
passion'll against any fellow-creature, and partly 
also from the consideration of His love who 
has freely given to us Himself and all things.1[ 
Let us pray that we may receive the truths of 
the Christian revelation, not as the devils who 
only ' believe and tremble,'** but as the saints 
who 'live by faith,'tt who, receiving the seed of 
eternal life (which is the Word of God), into an 
honest and good soil, bring forth fruits in ac- 
cordance with it. Jt For if while we ' profess to 
know God,' we yet 'in works deny Him,' we shall 
be counted * abominable and disobedient, and 
unto every good work reprobate.'§§ ' He that 
saith he abideth in Him, ought himself also so 
to walk as He walked/|||| If our lives contradict 
our professed belief, we have a faith which is not 

* Matt, xxviii. 18 ; Eph. i. 20, 21. 

t Eom. xiii. 1. J Luke xii. 6, 7. 

§ Prov. xxiii. 5 ; Matt. vi. 19, 20 ; Luke xii. 29—34 ; 

1 Tim. vi. 17—19. || 1 John iii. 17, 18. 

•jf Matt. X. 8 ; Rom. viii. 32. ** James ii. 19. 

tt Hab. ii. 4; Rom. i. 17. XX M^-^- ^i"- ^3. 

§§ Titus i. 16. nil 1 Johnii. 16. 
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worthy to be called faith, and we are acting 
dishonestly towards both God and man/' 

" And is that what St James means, when he 
says that ' faith without works is dead,' just as 
* the body without the spirit is dead ?' "* 

" Yes ; and it is what St John means too, 
when he says that if a man has a sure hope in 
Christ, he will * purify himself even as He is 
pure ;'t and it is what St Paul means also when 
he says that because we believe God's gracious 
promises, we ought to ^- cleanse ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God/ "% 

" But there can be no harm in having many 
reasons for doing what is right,'' said Anna, " so 
long as our chief reason is the faith that we 
have in God/' 

" That is true," replied Sophia. " Indeed if we 
have that * chief reason' always at heart, other 
good motives are sure to spring from it. The 
Bible teaches us that there is not any good and 
virtuous quality which is not a natural result of 
faith in Christ. From Him come mercy and 
pity, kindness and courtesy, humbleness, charity, 
righteousness, the love of truth, joy of heart, and 
peace of minA§ At the root of a godly life lies 

* James ii. 26. f 1 John iii. 3. J 2 Cor. vii. 1. 
§ John XV. 5 ; Gal. v. 22, 23 ; Eph. v. 9 ; Col. iii. 17 ; 
1 Pet iiL 8, 9. 
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the belief in a Son of Man in whom dwells ' all 
the ftilness of the Qodhead ;^* the spirit within 
ns telk us that since He is Gk)d, we may be 
godlike ; and from thence arise the truly noble 
feeUngs which produce right and noble actions." 

"Well, I see now why the good are so fre- 
quently called the faithful, full of faith, rich 
in faith,'" said Bertha. ' God's faithful people 
are they who never doubt but that whatever He 
has said is true, and who therefore never forsake 
His ways, but stand iast by Him in spite of 
trials and temptations, ready to show, both by 
action and submission, their perfect oonfidence 
in the goodness of His decrees." 

" * Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him,'t 
is the expression of their feelings," added Sophia, 
" and they are willing to ' suffer the loss of all 
things' rather than not 'be found in Him,' clothed 
in ' the righteousness which is of God by faith.'J 
And yet, remember, the trial of their faith has 
often been very great. Think of the account we 
have of the Old Testament saints, in the 1 1th 
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews. It is very 
plainly shown there that they did not always see 
why nor how the thing they were to do was 
for their good ; they did it simply * in faith,' 
because God bade them. So you are in the 

♦ Col. ii. 9. t Job xiii. 15. 

X PhU. iii. 9 ; Prov. xxiii. 12. 
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same position as they were, if you do not see 
how school-discipline can be for your spi Aual 
good, nor why you ought to be careful to * apply 
your heart unto instruction, and your ears to 
the words of knowledge/ and yet are willing to 
be submissiye and diligent, knowing that your 
obedience will be a mark of your faith/' 

" I think I shall set myself to gather from the 
various books of the Bible all the texts I can 
find that are particularly suitable for school- 
girls to remember,'^ said Anna. " I shall make 
a list of the texts, by which, if we fix our faith 
upon them, we may be admonished, guided, 
and sustained, in the course of our common 
business or our play/' 

" I should like to help you," said Eliza ; " for 
I remember to have heard it said, that religion 
is of no value at all if it does not ' come home 
to each one's business and bosom/ " 

" It will be a very good plan," said Sophia, 
" and I will join you too. Only let us not set 
about it in a spirit of self-confidence, nor with 
any notion of condemning others, nor even of 
teaching oUiers, before we ourselves have 
learned ; but rather, with humble prayer to the 
Lord, that He will finish in us that good work 
of which He has been ' the Author,' and that 
He will vouchsafe to enlighten the eyes of our 
mind, that we may see in what manner pure 
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and just principles for our guidance in the 
' raft '* of life can, and may, and indeed must, 
be built up on the foundation of our most holy 
faith. And now I will tell you of two texts 
that have just come into my mind, that seem 
to point out very distinctly the intimate con- 
nexion between faith and practice, of which we 
have been talking. One is the 17th verse of 
the 7th chapter of St. John's Gospel, where our 
Lord promises that those who do God's wiU 
shall have the gift of faith, and shall feel con- 
fident that the doctrine of the gospel is 'of 
God.' The other is the verse in the Epistle to 
Timothy, where St. Paul tells how those that 
had not taken care to hold * a good conscience' 
soon * made shipwreck' also of their faith."t 

" Well," said Fanny, " I daresay those texts 
are very applicable ; indeed, I know the Bible 
often speaks of faith and practice as connected 
together ; but still, I don't see how they are 
connected. And you, Sophia, seem to me to 
confuse faith with fidelity." 

" Why do you say ' confuse ? ' asked Sophia, 
in reply. " Will you tell me how you can 
separate fidelity from faith? Is not fidelity 
only a name for the line of conduct which 
springs from faith ? We talk of a dog's fidelity 
to his master. What is it but the result of his 
faith in his master — his trust in the kindness 
* Heb. xii. 1, 2. f 1 Tim. i. 19. 
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of his intentions towards him ? In the English 
Bible, the word 'fidelity' occurs but once. It 
is in Titus ii. 10, where the Apostle bids ser- 
vants show all ' good fidelity ;' and, I believe, 
in the Greek, the word which here is rendered 
'fidelity' is the same that is used in the 
Septuagint for what is translated * faithfulness ' 
throughout the Old Testament/' 

" Well, but faithfulness and faith are not the 
same. Faithfulness means honesty, upright- 
ness — the reverse of double-dealing/' 

" True," returned Sophia ; " faith and faith- 
fulness are not quite the same ; but faithfulness 
is, as I said before, the name for the line of 
conduct which is the result of faith. You say 
it is the reverse of double-dealing, and so it is. 
Are not double-dealers those who believe one 
thing, yet act in accordance with another ? Are 
not such persons the most dishonest, the most 
inconsistent, the most unjust of all men? If 
they begin thus tampering with their con- 
science, will not the natural result be, that it 
will become hardened, and that they will fall 
an easy prey to the * father of lies,' so that by 
and by he will persuade them that there is no 
truth in that which at first they could not help 
believing — receiving it as the shallow ground 
did the seed* — and so, 'concerning faith, they 
will make shipwreck,' because they have not 

* Matt. xiii. 4, 5. 
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lived up to that faith, honestly and in all good 



conscience/' 



" Then how can you reconcile this explanation 
of ' faithfulness/ with its being an attribute of 
God ? He surely cannot be said to act from 
faith, for He has perfect knowledge." 

" It is ascribed to God in the same way as 
other virtues « are ascribed to Him. Human 
words must be used to explain the analogy 
between His perfections and human virtues." 

" What is ' analogy V " 

" It is a likeness, with a difference. Thus, 
man is called faithful when he acts in accord- 
ance with his belief. God is called faithful 
because He acts in accordance with His own 
precepts and promises, which are Truth.'' 

" I always used to think,'' said Fanny, " that 
what was meant by * the just shall live by faith,' 
was that if people had a great deal of faith, 
God would be pleased with them for that, and 
would grant them their pardon, and give them 
life instead of death — ^that is, heaven instead of 
hell. But now I begin to see that that cannot 
be the right meaning." 

"No," said Miss K, who at that moment 
entered the room, " the Bible never means that 
in return for our faith we obtain life eternal 
from God ; for that would make faith out to be 
a kind of charm by which to ensure, or purchase 
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salvation ; instead of which, the Bible announ- 
ces to us the fact that faith is only the instru- 
ment by which we lay hold of the salvation which 
is freely given to us through Christ By faith 
we are able to accept it, each for ourselves, 
without a doubt or hesitation.* The Word of 
God also proclaims the truth, that those upright 
persons who truly and firmly believe, will act in 
accordance with their belief; thus cherishing 
the principle of eternal life, till (by the blessing 
and help of that loving Father who first bestowed 
the seed) it is grown to perfection, and they 
(trees of the Lord's plantingt) are fit to be 
transplanted into heaven." 

'' Dear Miss E., that is almost just the same 
as what Sophia has been saying.'' 

Miss E. smiled. 

" Has Sophia told you," said she, " how faith 
makes the difference in life and conduct, between 
a consistent Christian and any other man ? 

" If he is less greedy of this world's good 
things, is it not because he puts faith in the 
word which declares that God has given him 
more than the world cam, give, and that all else]: 
is but as dross compared to the true riches which 
are possessed by him who has been translated 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son ?§ 

♦ Eph. ii 8. t Is. Ixi. 3. 

X Phil. iu. 8. § Col. i. 13. 
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" If he is less fretful under lifers many dis- 
appointments, is it not because he really believes 
and is confident that * whom the Lord loveth 
He chasteneth/* and that ' our Ught afliiction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of 

glory ?'t 

" If he is more continually victorious over 
temptation, is it not because his firm faith, 
' seeing Him that is invisible,'! says unhesita- 
tingly, ' Stronger is He that is with me than he 
that is with mine enemy : 'with me is the Lord 
my God, to help me,'§ ' the Lord is on my side, 
whom then shall I fear ?'|| ' Get thee behind 
me, Satan :' IT 'how can I do this wickedness, 
and sin against God V*^ ' Am I not bought with 
a price,'tt ' ^^^ Lord's freed-man,'JJ ' how then 
can I yield myself the servant to sin?'§§ 

" If consistent Christians are (and are they 
not ?) more ready than other people to give and 
to forgive, to bear and forbear, to spend and be 
spent, lovingly and cheerfully to devote them- 
selves to the service of others, must it not be 
because they have no doubt about the truth of 

* Heb. xii. 6. t 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

+ Heb. xi. 27. § 2 Chron. xxxii. 7, 8. 



Ps. cxviii. 6 ; xxvii. ^If Matt. xvi. 23. 

** Gen. xxxix. 9. ft 1 Cor. vi. 20. 

XX 1 Cor. vii. 22. §§ Rom. vi. 16. 
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all that Christ has done for them ? no doubt 
about the truth of the Bible-doctrine that, ' he 
that loveth God must love his brother also/ and 
that we do not do too much even if we sell all 
that we have, and give to the poor. 

" God tells us that faith has power to make 
the seed of eternal life produce itself, just as 
the juices of the natural soil of the earth have 
power to give life to the seed of com, and make 
it produce the blade and ear. We cannot un- 
derstand the cause of the process in the one 
case any more than in the other ; but we know 
that the process goes on, and we know that ' it 
is the gift of God.^"* 

" I like that comparing of good people to good 
trees, — ' trees of the Lord's planting' — it is so 
particularly suitable, I think,'' said Ellen, " be- 
cause trees are beautiful to look at, as well as 
strong and useful. I like the hymn you gave 
me last week to learn. Miss K, which says, — 

" The saints above are stars in Heaven. 
What are the saints on earth P 
Like trees they stand whom God has given 
Our Eden's happy birth. 

''Faith is their fixed unswerving root, 
Hope their unfading flower, 
Fair deeds of charity their fruit. 
The glory of their bower.* *t 



* Eph. ii. 8. t Christian Year. Septuagesima. 
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" But trees don't move," said Bertha; " I think 
I prefer the texts which compare Christians to 
soldiers in a battle * or travellers on a journey, 
or men struggling onwards in a Taoe,"f 

" In those cases, faith is represented by the 
shield, the staff, or the single simple garment 
worn by the runners in place of the cumbersome 
trappings of the world's fashions. But the fact 
is, that there is no one allegorical form of speak- 
ing that will express all the relations in which 
faith stands to our spirits, nor all the relations of 
our spirits to the Father of Spirits. Only the 
practical lesson in each allegory, or parable, is 
the same, and that is, — 

** In all thy ways acknowledge Him 
And He shall direct thy paths/'| 

* Eph. vi. 11—13; 1 Tim. vL 12; 2 Tim. iL3, 4 
t Phil. iii. 13, 14; Heb. xii. 1. % Ptov. iiL 6. 
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Rachel in distress — ^A small mistake and a great error — 
Bowles's lines on " Heaven" — Meetings — The " palm" 
of victory — " Celestial calm"^ — The prospect of seeing 
the Lord Jesus — Our present union with the unseen 
world — ^Visitations, natural and supernatural — Christ, 
the source and the standard of human goodness, truth, 
and beauty — ^Life's best joys have in them a heavenly 
element — " Types" and " archetypes" — Purity essential 
to peace — Some errors about " Heaven" corrected by 
referring to the Holy Scriptures. 

" What can be the matter with Rachel ?" whis- 
pered Ellen to Sophia ; " I don't like to go to 
her, Sophia ; but do just look, she has hidden 
her face in her hands, and I am sure she is 
crying, though I hear no noise." 

Sophia was sitting by the stove, intent upon 
a book ; but she got up. immediately on per- 
ceiving, at the further end of the long school- 
room, her young companion apparently in great 
distress. In answer to a few kind words from 
her, Rachel sobbed forth, " I wanted to learn 
this hymn to say to Miss E., because it is a 
favourite of hers ; and Anna has been laughing 
at me, because I asked Anna to hear me/' 

Anna started up. 

I 



114 SUNDAY EVENINGS WITH SOPHIA. 

" Oh, Rachel I" she exclaimed, " you know I 
did not laugh at you because you asked me to 
hear you. I " 

" No/' said Rachel, interrupting her ; " that 
is not what I meant ; I meant that I asked you 
to hear me, and that when I began saying it, 
you laughed at me.'' 

"I am very sorry ; but really I couldn't help 
laughing," said Anna, appealingly to Sophia. 
" Rachel had not taken the trouble to read the 
long words ; but made guesses, and said any 
word that came into her head. Instead of ' in- 
eflfable' she said ' ephemeral / and when I told 
her it was ' ineffable,' she got cross, and said it 
did not signify for she knew it was ' some word 
that had got an /in it' " 

Even Sophia laughed now. 

"Why, Rachel," said she, "I thought you 
would have known better ; ' ephemeral' is not 
spelt with an /at all, but with a ph, like your 
brother Philip's name. And I think you must 
excuse Anna's having laughed at you for saying 
that it did Twt signify whether you said ' in- 
effable' or ' ephemeral,' for the fact is that in 
significatioriy or meaning, the two words are 
really very different 'Ineffable' means in- 
expressible or unspeakable. But 'ephemeral' 
means that which quickly passes away, which 
has an existence so short as to be only like that 
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of a butterfly. The tenn ' ineffable' may be 
applied to those spiritual things, whose delight- 
fulness is so great, that it cannot be expressed 
by human words ; but ' ephemeral' applies only 
to that which is earthly, temporal, perishable." 

" Oh then, I see/' said Eachel, who had by 
this time recovered herself, "I see that was 
quite a wrong word to use in my hymn, for it 
is all about the joys of heaven, which do not 
pass away, Sophia ; 'joy ineffable,' it says, and," 
added she, holding out her book, " I wish yov, 
would hear me now, and explain it all to me. 
You will see 'joy ephemeral,' — 'ineffable,' I 
mean, — very near the beginning." 

The little book which she handed to Sophia 
was a collection of pieces of poetry, called The 
Sacred Harp ; and with a little assistance, and 
a few corrections, she got satisfactorily to the 
end of the following lines. 

" Oh, talk to me of heaven ! I love 
To hear about my home above, 
Por there doth many a loved one dwell 
In light and joy ineffable. 
Oh ! tell me how they shine and sing 
While every harp rings echoing ; 
And every glad and tearless eye 
Beams, like the bright sun, gloriously; 
Tell me of that victorious palm 

Each hand in glory beareth ; 
Tell me of that celestial calm 

Each face in glory weareth. 

I 2 
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" Oh, happy, happy country ! where 

There entereth not a sin ; 
And Death, who keeps its portals fair. 

May never once come in ! 
No grief can change their day to night. 
The darkness of that land is light. 
Sorrow and sighing God hath sent 
Ear thence to endless banishment. 
And nerer more may one dark tear 

Bedim their burning eyes ; 
For every one they shed while here 

In fearful agonies. 
Glitters a bright and dazzling gem 
In their immortal diadem. 

" Oh, lovely, blooming country! There 
Flourishes all that we deem fair: 
And though no fields nor forests green. 
Nor bowery gardens there are seen. 

Nor perfumes load the breeze ; 
Nor hears the ear material sound. 
Yet joys at God's right hand are found 

The archetypes of these. 
There is the home, the land of birth 
Of all we highest prize on earth. 
The storms that rack this world beneath. 

Must there for ever cease ; 
The only air the blessed breathe 

Is purity and peace. 



« 



Oh, happy, happy land ! In thee 

Shines the unveil'd Divinity, 

Shedding through each adoring breast 

A holy calm, a halcyon rest. 

And those blest souls whom Death did sever 

Have met to mingle joys for ever. 
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Oh, soon may Heaven unclose to me ! 
Oh, may I soon its glory see ! 
And my fisdnt weary spirit stand 
Within that happy, happy land ! " 

"Those are very pretty lines/' observed 
Fanny, at the conclusion. " Now that I have 
lost my earthly home, I love to think of Heaven 
as 'my home above,' the place where I shall 
meet my dear father and grandmamma, and the' 
mother that I never saw in this world." 

" No doubt it will be a gi'eat pleasure to us 
that we shall see again the dear friends and 
relatives from whom we have been parted by 
death,'' said Sophia. " It is very delightful to 
look forward to recognizing them in that better 
world where we shall find them the same, though 
different, from what we knew them to be here." 

"The same though different," repeated 
Bertha ; " I don't quite see what you mean by 
that." 

" I mean just the same as people mean when 
they say ' that girl is so improved that she is 
quite a different child.' They call such an one 
' quite another child,' yet they do not imply the 
slightest doubt of her being the same individual 
she always was ; they recognize her as such. In 
like manner we hope to recognize the particular 
characteristics of our friends, even after death, 
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though we believe that their characters will have 
expanded, under the ineffiible light of the Lord 
God, and of the Lamb,* into such full beauty 
as cannot even be imagined by us. We believe 
that they have every fault eradicated, every 
weakness removed, all their strength renewed, 
because we know that they are in the land 
where sin can never come to interfere with their 
* waiting upon the Lord't — where ' His servants 
shall serve Him' J with all their powers unim- 
paired by hunger, or thirst, or exhaustion from the 
heat of passion, or depression from the chill of 
sorrow ; for all these ' former things are passed 
away.'§ And yet we believe that our friends 
are still themselves; and even more true to 
what we call their ' better selves' than ever they 
were before. While they were here, they had, 
as it were, two selves, for they were stUl strug- 
gling with the evil principle that was in their 
flesh ;|| but now they are what they were always 
trying to be, what we were always wishing to 
see them.'* 

"And what is the meaning of 'victorious 
palm,' Sophia I'' asked Bachel, after a pause. 

" I do not know the origin of the use of palm- 

* Rev. xxi. 23. f Is. xl. 31. 

J Rev. xxii. 3. § Rev. vii. 16 — 17 ; xxi. 4. 

Rom. viL18 — 25. 
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branches as signs of victory/' replied Sophia, 
^' but I know that it seems to have been the 
custom among all ancient nations to carry them 
in triumphal processions after a battle, in honour 
of the conquerors. And you may remember 
that St John, in the Book of Revelation, de* 
scribes the Martyrs as having ' palms in their 
hands/* not in token of their own having 
'fought a good fight,' surely — though some 
have imagined so — ^but in honour of Him whose 
train they form, of Him whose arm alone 
brought salvation and victoiy,t in whom alone, 
and through whom alone, any other man can be 
a conqueror or triumphant "J 

" Perhaps it may seem a weak, silly thing to 
ask about," began Ellen, hesitatingly, "but I 
should like to know whether you think we shall 
know the faces of our firiends again, when we 
meet them in Heaven ? I am afraid I should 
be sorry if their personal appearance were to be 
quite altered from what it had been here— even 
though they were to be ever so beautiful/' 

" So should I," said Sophia ; " but I think we 
need not fear that it will be so. We know that 
our Lord was recognized by the Apostles after 

* Rev. vii. 9. f 1^. lix. 16 ; Ixiii. 6. 

X John XV. 5 ; Acts iv. 12 ; 1 Cor. xv. 67 ; 2 Cor. 
xii. 9; GaL vi. 14; PhiL iv. 23; 1 John v. 6. 
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4 

His resurrection, and by St. Stephen when he, 
being stoned to death for His sake, saw ^ Heaven 
opened,' and ' Jesus standing on the right hand 
of God.' I think we may expect to see each of 
our personal friends with the very face that was 
so dear to us — the very countenance that God 
gave him here below ; and, though its features 
may perhaps be beautified, and all blemishes 
done away, the gieatest change we shall see in it 
will only be the expression of perfect repose 
which was unattainable before; the 'celestial 
calm ' which none but a ' face in glory weareth.' 
But, for my own part, I must say that I do not 
like to let my mind dwell much upon the hope 
of meeting after death with ' loved ones ' whose 
faces were once familiar to me on earth, though 
now they are missing. I know that such thoughts 
are pleasant and attractive ; they throw a bright- 
ness over our spirits even while we are suflFeriug 
from some present loss ; but their brightness 
ought to fade into nothing when compared with 
the glorious prospect of meeting the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I should wish those words that are in 
the last chapter of the Bible, ' they shall see 
His face,' to occupy my imdivided attention 
whenever I am looking forward to the time when 
my change shall come." 

" Would you say, then, that it is wrong for us 
to think much about our friends in Heaven V* 
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said Fanny. " The Christian Year, which you 
are so fond of, says : 

" 'Tis sweet, as year by year we lose 
Eriends out of sight, in faith to muse 
How grows in Paradise our store. 

But from what you say, I suppose you do not 
approve of that sentiment/' 

" Indeed I do," replied Sophia. " I am far 
from wishing to check such contemplation. I 
only wish to guard against the risk that there is 
of our thinking less about the Lord, whom we 
have not seen, than about His servants, whom 
we have seen. I wish the Lord Jesus to be 
more precious to my heart than any earthly 
friend ; therefore, when I turn my thoughts to 
the day when death shall open for me the ' por- 
tals fair,' I try to think, not about being re- 
united to those I have known in the flesh, but 
about seeing the form, and hearing the voice, of 
Him who is my invisible guide throughout my 
pilgrimage. * To muse ' upon ' our store ' of 
friends * in Paradise,' accomplishes a good pur- 
pose only if it helps us to realize our present 
union with the unseen world ; if it teaches us the 
full meaning of the words, 'I believe in the 
communion of saints;' if it makes us remember 
that those who have passed out of our sight have 
not therefore passed out of present existence, 
but are, perhaps, as near to us as ever, loving 
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US more warmly than ever, and actually meeting 
us in a spiritual manner every day and hour, in 
prayer, and in praise, and in the service of God/'* 

" Yes,'' said Eliza, " I suppose they see us as 
well as the angels ; and that the angels do know 
what is going on upon earth cannot be doubted, 
else how could they * rejoice over every sinner 
that repenteth ?" 

" You see I am persuaded," continued Sophia^ 
" that if we think a great deal about the joys of 
real re-union with those who are now * in Para- 
dise with Christ,'t we shall forget the perfect- 
ness of our spiritvxil union. And by this want 
of faith in the communion of saints^ we may 
deprive ourselves of many blessings belonging 
to our Christian calling. By not rightly under- 
standing this spiritual union, some persons are 
led into superstitious errors; they say they 
wonder why departed saints should not revisit us 
in a visible form, just as angels used to visit men 
in old times ; when they hear stories of appear- 
ances of ghosts and spirits, they are inclined to 
beUeve them on very slight evidence ; and when 
they are told that there are no well authenti- 
cated accounts of any such occurrences during 
the present dispensation, they feel grieved at 
Hhat want of faith' among Christians, which, as 

* Kev. V. 9, 10 ; vji. 9 — 15 ; viii. 4 
t Luke zziii. 43. 
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they suppose, must be the cause of our being 
deprived of so great a privilege. But / should 
suppose, as I said before, that it is their want of 
faith in the higher and more constant privileges 
purchased for us by our Redeemer and Saviour, 
that makes them envy the ' open vision' granted 
occasionally to the Old Testament saints."' 

" When you say, ' during this present dispen- 
sation,' you mean, < during Christian times/ just 
as ' Mosaic dispensation ' means ^ Jewish times,' 
don't you, Sophia ?" said Esther. 

"Yes. And as, during the present dispensa- 
tion, we are living (by the grace and favour of 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ) under the 
* ministration of the Spirit,'* we ought to under- 
stand that our spiritual union with the unseen 
world is much more intimate than any union, or 
means of communication, that our senses could 
be cognizant of. We may be quite sure that 
'we also are compassed about with a great 
cloud of witnesses,'t though we never see them 
with our outward eyes ; and though ministering 
angels do not speak to our outward ears, I think 
God sends them to us when He sends *holy 
desires,' and wise thoughts, and * good counsels.' 
In one of those sermons which you know I 
always recommend my friends to study. Dr. 
Arnold describes how very little need the per- 
* 2 Cor. iii. 8. f Heb. xii. 1. 
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feet Christian has of any supernatural removing 
of the veil that is between this worid and the 
other. 'The heaven is open/ he says, 'and 
the angels of God are every hour ascending and 
descending upon that son of man who, through 
a living faith in Christ, has been adopted through 
Him to be a son of God/ Did you ever read 
Arnold's Rugby School Sermons, Fanny ?" 

Fanny at first made no answer ; then, as the 
sound of her own name struck upon her ear, she 
started, and said — " I beg your pardon, I did 
not hear what you said. I was still thinking,^' 
she added, with a sigh, " of what you said about 
not depending too much upon the happiness of 
meeting our friends in heaven. I have often 
been warned how the Bible cautions us against 
loving our human friends too mucL'' 

" Say rather, against loving our Divine Friend 
too little,'" said Sophia. " I do not see how we 
can love our human friends too much, since He 
has said, 'As I have loved you, that ye also 
love one another.' Only the more we love them 
(and so learn what a capacity for love there is 
in the human heart), the more we ought to be 
able to love Him above them all. Suppose one 
of them is a teacher whom we look upon with 
affectionate reverence (and I know there are 
some among us in whom that feeling with 
regard to Miss £. amounts to a perfect passion), 
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if the light of that teacher's superior knowledge 
shines pleasantly upon us, ought we not to 
remember with gratitude that it is a reflection 
from * the Light that lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world?' Or if we love our. 
friends for being wise, or if we admire them for 
their uprightness, will it not help us still more 
to love and admire ' Christ the wisdom of God,'* 
' the Lord our righteousness Vf We cannot be 
wrong in loving those beauties of human cha- 
racter which are shadows of the perfections 
of Him who is the source and standard of 
humanity ; nor does it seem to me that there is 
any harm in prizing even mere outward beauty 
as a kind of emblem of Him who is ' the chiefest 
among ten thousand,' and * altogether lovely.' 
In the book I was readingj before I began to 
talk about Rachel's hymn, I had just come to 
this description of a good man's love towards 
his wife, which seems to me so appropriate to 
our present subject, that I will read it to you. 
' He loved her at such a kind and generous rate 
as words cannot express ; yet even this, which 
was the highest love he or any man could have, 
was yet bounded by a superior ; he loved her in 
the Lord as his fellow-creature, not his idol, but 
in such a maimer as showed that an affection, 

* 1 Cor. i. 24 t Jer. xxiii. 6. 

J Memoirs of Colonel Hutchinson, 
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bounded in the just rules of duty, far exceeds 
every way all the irregulair passions in the world. 
He loved Ood above her, and all the other dear 

pledges of his heart Never was there 

a passion more ardent and less idolatrous.' '* 

" I see what you mean/' said Esther ; " when- 
ever we see and love anything that is good in 
any one, we ought to remember that Christ is 
better, and that therefore when we can see Him 
as He is, we shall love Him better than them 
all. But what do you mean by what you said 
about His being the * standard of humanity V " 

" The best way of explaining that to you is 
by explaining the word * standard.' That word 
has two meanings; it is the standing stem or 
stock in any kind of tree (and thence it came 
to mean also the flag, which being hoisted on a 
strong upright staflF, is the ralljdng point for 
soldiers in a battle) ; and, also, it is the test by 
which other things of the same kind are tried, 
and that, too, because it has itself been tried 
and not found wanting."* 

" Oh, now I see how it suits our Lord," ex- 
claimed Anna "The Bible says He is 'the 
vine,' the strong upright stock on which 'the 
branches' grow,t and 'the root of Jesse that 
shall stand for an ensign to the people.' "j: 

* Johnson's Dictionary. f John xv. 6. 

X Isaiah zi. 10. 
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" True/' said Sophia, " and also that we are 
to * consider' (that is to say, compare ourselves 
with) Him -* because comparing ourselves with 
ourselves, or ynih others as defective as our- 
selves, will never do us any good." 

" I will tell you what I don't like in those 
lines that Rachel has been learning," said 
Agatha ; " there is more about the ' sorrow and 
sighing^' and ' fearful agonies,' and ' storms' of 
this life than about its interests and delights." 

" Well, but there is something about the 
fields and the forests, and the perfumes and 
sweet sounds," said J^acheL ^' However, that 
is one of the parts I want Sophia to explain, 
for I do not understand it ; only I suppose it 
means that there are none of those sweet things 
in heaven." 

'^ It means that, even if there are not exactly 
the same things, there are others far sweeter," 
said Sophia. " We may be sure that God will 
give us much greater pleasures than those which 
^e calls on us to leave. The loveliest things of 
earth are but images, or types, of those lovelier 
things whose nature has not been revealed to 
us, because it 'passes man's understanding.' 
The name * archetypes,' which is applied to 
those heavenly things, means that they are the 
originals, of which our earthly joys are the repre- 

* Heb. xii. 3, 4. 
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sentations; and that the best earthly joys are, 
in kindy the same as those of heaven, though 
weaker and less pure. For, indeed, family 
relations, aflfectionate intercourse with friends, 
intelligent enjoyment of literature, and of the 
beautiful objects and harmonious combinations 
presented to our eyes and ears by nature and art — 
all these, though they appear at first sight cer- 
tainly to belong to 'things temporal,' have in them 
something which does not pass away nor perish ; 
their effect on our souls exists for ever ; they 
must, therefore, have something in them which 
belongs not to this world, but to the eternal 
world ; * for the fashion of this world passeth 
away,'* and all that belongs to it decayeth. All 
that passes not away is of heaven, heavenly. 
Some people use that word 'heavenly' in a 
light, trifling manner. They tell us, perhaps, 
that some pleasure which they have enjoyed was 
* quite heavenly ;' but do they reflect that that 
means, or ought to mean, that it has had an 
influence for good upon their soul — an influence 
which passes not away, which is eternal ? St 
Paul says, positively, that things that are ' not 
seen' are eternal ;t just as things that are seen 
are temporal ; therefore, we have no right to 
consider anything which is spiritual and invisible 
as belonging to this world, but rather as be- 
* 1 Cor. vii. 31. f 2 Cor. iv. 18. 
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longing to heaven ; and that is why I count it 
true to say that the best earthly joys belong 
properly to heaven, that — 

" There is the home, the land of birth 
Of all we highest prize on earth. 

We taste of them in this mortal life, but they 
cannot be fully enjoyed by us till we ourselves 
shall have passed out of reach of the ' storms 
that rack this world beneath.^ " 

" Ah, and I have been thinking," said Eliza, 
** that the worst ' storms' which cause an inter- 
ference with our enjoyment of those sweetest 
things of life, always arise in some way or 
other from sin — from some want of purity, either 
in our own feelings and principles, or in those of 
the people about us ; therefore, it is no wonder 
if we sometimes long to be where the very air 
we shall breathe will be purity as well as peace." 

"There are times in every one's life when 
this earth looks sad, and we desire ' the wings 
of a dove,' to ' fly away, and be at rest ;' when 
we should be glad if our present exciting plea- 
sures, and fatiguing (though interesting) pur- 
suits could be at once exchanged for ^ holy calm,' 
in that land * where the wicked cease from 
troubling, and the weary are at rest.'* But 

* And this feeling is wholesome. " The pain of the 
sorrowful longing after our better country, and the sick 
feeling arising from the contrast between ourselves and 

K 
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such thoughts are not often in the minds of 
young people/' said Sophia, 

" What ! not even when those they Uked best 
have been taken away from them into that 
* happy happy land?"' exclaimed Fanny, her 
eyes filling with tears as she spoke. 

"Under such circumstances they may feel, 
but they can scarcely be said even then to UTider- 
standi how that which God promises us in the 
future, may be more precious than any present 
possession. This is a case in which they are 
called on to exercise their faith, to accept the 
truth on the testimony of all God's servants, who, 
after long experience of that which the world 
can offer, have * died in faith,' ' embracing the 
promises,' and ' declaring plainly that they seek 
a better country, that is an heavenly.'* But, no 
doubt, when a young person is weeping over 
separation from some * blest soul ' she had loved 
and depended on here below, it must be very 
sweet to her to look forward to that future state 
in which ' God shall wipe away all tears from 

the indwelling ideal of our better nature, are the sensa- 
tions most salutary for us ; they lead us on progressively 
to restoration, because they oppose the renunciation of 
our better nature, and prevent us from identifying our- 
selves with the world around and within us, impelling us 
to seek, with restless striving, after that which is fitted 
to the real character of our being.'' — ^Neandsb. 

* Heb. xi. 13—16. 
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all eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow nor crying ; neither shall there be 
any more pain/ God will send these things 
away from us then into * endless banishment/ 
because we shall no longer need them when we 
are there, where ' there entereth not a sin/ All 
the chastisements (or misfortunes, as we call 
them) which make us sigh and grieve, are among 
the truest blessings of this life, but in that future 
life they find no place. Here they are to God 
able servants, to us precious ministers and 
teachers ; for they are sent to us by Him who 
* doth not willingly aflBict the children of men,'* 
to teach us not to put our dependence on any 
mere earthly thing, and to show us that if we do 
so, we are misplacing our confidence, leaning on 
'a staff of broken reed,' which will at last 'go 
into our hand and pierce it't But there, when 
our chaff (that is, all our evil tendency) has been 
winnowed away and burned up, and when the 
tempter cannot approach to assail us,j: we shall 
require no such painful privations nor disap- 
pointments to keep us true to our allegiance to 
the King of Heaven/' 

" All this regards the future time," continued 
Sophia, " and it is very pleasant to think of, and 
very consolatory ; but I have told you what I 
think is much more important for the young 

* Lam. iii. 33. f Ib. xxxvi. 6. J Kev. xx. 10. 

k2 
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and active to remember — I mean the connexion 
of heaven with this present life and all its 
affairs. In the hymn which we are considering, 
there is not much of that view of the case. In- 
deed, hymn-writers in general seem to me not 
suflSciently to realize that heaven is open to us 
now ; they speak too exclusively of heaven as a 
future state of bliss." 

" But is it not so V said Ellen. " At any rate, 
in the sense in which they speak of it, it is all 
in the future ; but it seems to me that ' heaven' 
has many different meanings in the Bibla'* 

"Many people think so, and even say so," 
replied Sophia ; " and the opinion has even been 
written down and printed. But it never can 
appear to me otherwise than as a very wrong one. 
We may have got a confusion in our ideas about 
heaven, but why should we ascribe that confu- 
sion to the wording of God's book, instead of to 
our own perversity of understanding? Why 
should we suppose that God would use an arbi- 
trary word or name, such as ' Heaven,' in more 
senses than one, and thus make it very diflScult 
for us to arrive at the true sense in any case !" 

"But, Sophia, I thought when our Lord spoke 

of the * Kingdom of Heaven,' * He meant His 

Church, not the same as the place that the 

righteous will go to after death? And, at any 

* Matt, xviii. 3, 23 ; xix. 23 ; .xx. 1* 
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rate, when the sky, or rather the air,* is called 
heaven, it cannot mean exactly the same/' 

" Why not ?" asked Sophia. '' When Jesus 
* ascended into heaven,' did He not ascend into 
the air until a cloud received Him out of His 
disciples' sight ?t I only know that in the first 
chapter of Genesis, we are told that God gave a 
name to the expanse which surrounds earth, 
in which the birds fly and the clouds float, 
throughj which the sun, moon, and stars give 
their light — and that that name was heaven. 
The word which is rendered * firmament' in 
the English version, means literally an expanse 
or space. Heaven is therefore the name of the 
space all round this planet. It may reach far 
beyond earth's atmosphere, but we know that it 
does include earth's atmosphere, for the 'fowl' are 
said to * fly in heaven.'§ As we read on in the 
book of Genesis, and in all the other books of 
the Bible, even to the very end, we are being 
taught more and more clearly that this expanse 
is peopled with spiritual beings ; that in this 
heaven God dwells, || and that therefore He 

* Gen. i. 6—8, 20. f Acts i. 9. 

J The Hebrew preposition used in Gen. i. 14, 15, 17, 
means " through,** as well as " in.** § Gen. i. 20. 

- 11 Though we are forbidden to think of God's existence 
as limited by the conditions of space, and are taught that 
the very "heaven of heavens'* cannot contain Him 
(1 EoHgs viii. 27), yet in revealing Himself to our limited 
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cannot be far from any one of ns ;* that J^us 
Christ is ascended into this heaven, and that 
therefore He is with us always, even to the end 
of the world,t though our ' eyes are holden,'J 
so that as yet we cannot see Him. We call 
heaven * that happy land to which the spirits 
of the righteous go' — ' a better countri/ — ' an 
unseen world;* but I hope we do not allow this 
way of speaking to lead us to regard heaven as 
some place very far away from us, some vague 
shadowy region with which we can have but 
little to do until we leave this earth. If heaven 
is a place, what place is it ? Is it not just the 
firmament that is all about us, the expanse 
which, though it may reach to the furthest fixed 
star and beyond it, is yet close to us wherever 
we go — as close to us as the very air we breathe? 
I think when this question has been fairly put 
and simply answered, we begin to see that there 
is no occasion to invent more than one meaning 
for the word heaven. If the clear transparent 
space around us is heaven, we can understand 
how its inhabitants may be all around us and 
very near us, though we see them not We can 

comprehension, He condescends to say that heaven is 
" the habitation of his holiness.*' 2 Chron. xxx. 27, 
Isaiah Ixiii. 15, Ixvi. 1 ; Jeremiah xxiii. 24. 

* Psalm cxxxix. 7 — 10 ; Acts xvii. 27. 
t Matt, xxviii. 20. % Luke xxiv. 16. 
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understand that we have Jesus ever with us, 
the Comforter never leaving us nor forsaking us, 
* angels and ministers of grace' defending us, if 
we will but stretch forth the hand of faith to 
seize these blessings. They are spiritual bless- 
ings, invisible blessings ; but not more invisible 
than the atmosphere in which we move ; and 
we do not consider that atmosphere to be of 
vague or doubtful existence — do we ? As the 
firmament has existed since ever the earth or 
the world was made, so also ' the kingdom of 
heaven' has always existed, though men *knew 
it not'* It was hiddenf from men in general 
before the coming of Christ During the in- 
fancy of the human race few men knew that 
there were other things in the universe besides 
the things they could see, and that even in the 
things which they did see there was more mean- 
ing than their mortal senses could judge of. 
Only on rare occasions the Lord opened the 
eyes of some individuals and let them know for 
certain that there was a world of souls and 
spirits besides the world of bodies and things, 
and that in that spiritual world there was He 
himself, the great Creating Father, who ruled 
all, and cared for alL Only to one chosen na- 
tion He distinctly taught that the whole visible 
creation, with all its circumstances and inci- 
* Gen. xxviiL 16. t Col. L 26 ; 2 Tim. i. 10. 
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dents — ^the growth of plants, the characteristics 
of animals, the inventions of the human brain, 
and the institutions of human life,* were all 
intended, not merely to be seen and enjoyed, but 
also to be the means of conveying ideas to our 
minds. In ancient times it was not knownf 
that— 

" this wondrous world 

Is bat the outer shell. 
Which wraps a world more wondrous still. 
Wherein Gkxi's chosen dwelL 



* In the Old Testament, as well as in the New, you 
will find all these things mentioned, for the purpose of 
teaching or illustrating spiritual truths : the growth 
and nature of wheat, and of the grass of the field ; of 
trees, and of the vine ; the characteristics of the lion, the 
lamb, the sheep, the ox, the ass, the coney, the ant ; 
human inventions, such as the building of cities and 
temples,the makingof pottery, the op^ations of husbandry, 
and the operations of war ; and social institutions, such 
as marriage, the relation of children to parents, and of 
servants to rulers, the purchase, possession, and redemp- 
tion of property. 

f In the first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, 
St. Paul accuses the heathen of having been guilty of 
wilful blindness, but only concerning the " eternal power 
and godhead** of "the Creator ;* he knew that their 
unassisted reason could never have discovered the more 
important secrets of the spiritual world ; therefore, in 
another place he says, that " the times of this ignorance 
God winked at.*' Acts xvii. 30. 
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But since 

"... He, who framed this inner world 
With His creative breath. 
Has rent in twain the barrier stem 
That parted life from death, — 

" Alike on either side the tomb 
That unseen realm is spread. 
Which knows no severing line between 
The living and the dead. 

And therefore we are conscious now, that — 

" .... all the beanty that we see 
Clothing this outer earth. 
Is but the type, perchance the germ, 
Of her immortal birth.* 

" Ever since the time when Christ came, and 
suffered, and made atonement between God and 
man, the ' unseen realm' is revealed, that is to 
say, laid open to all men. His Church is the link 
between the kingdoms of earth and of heaven. 
Not a few favoured individuals, not only one 
chosen nation, but all are invited to belong to 
it ; and, by belonging to it, our souls enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, the very same heaven 
which is peopled with all spiritual beings.'' 

" The word kingdom is rather a stumbling- 
block to me," said Anna, " I do not understand 
the sense in which it is used." 

" And yet," said Sophia, " we constantly use 

* Symns and IPoems, edited by Eev. T. V. Fosberry, 
p. 188. 
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it in the same sense with regard to common 
things, saying this, or that, belongs to the animal 
kingdom, or to the vegetable kingdom. All 
things that have a like nature are classed 
together as belonging to one kingdom. Thus 
all the things of earth, — animals, vegetables, 
and minerals— all the things whose nature is 
such as can be judged of by our senses — all 
which are called physical things — ^may be said 
to belong to the physical kingdom, the kingdom 
of earth. But everything spiritual belongs 
properly to the kingdom of heaven. We know 
that to the earthly kingdom the bodies of 
human beings belong ; their spirits must belong 
rightfully to the heavenly kingdom. But if 
men wilfully refuse to yield themselves as sub- 
jects of that kingdom, they are guilty of re- 
bellion against their lawful sovereign; they 
make themselves slaves to Satan the usurper. 
And He who sees our hearts and consciences 
will class us either in the kingdom of heaven, 
or in the kingdom of Satan, according as He 
sees that we have yielded our members servants 
to righteousness, or servants to sin.* St. Paul 
constantly speaks of Christians as belonging 
already to the * household of God' * in heaven,'t 

* Horn. vi. 12—23. 
t Eph. ii. 19 ; Phil. ui. 20 {conversation, a man's 
entire wat/ of life). 
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as being already * risen again with Christ/ and 
seated with Him * in heavenly places /* but at 
the same time, he urges upon us that unless our 
lives are in keeping with the nature of heavenly 
things, unless we are living according to ' the 
spirit,' and mortifying ' the flesh,' the blessedness 
of which he speaks cannot belong to us, nor we 
to it. Heaven must be entered by the * strait 
gate,' along the ' narrow way' " 

" * And few there be that find it,' " said some 
one, sorrowfully. 

" Alas, yes," resumed Sophia ; " but why is 
that so ? All may find it, if they will. It is 
only if we are wilful sinners, ca/reless sinners, 
puffed up in our rebellious minds, bloated with 
pride, swelled with self-love and self-conceit, or 
encumbered with Mammon's treasures, that we 
shall not be able to get through the strait gate. 
Only in so far as we are wanting in faith, dis- 
trusting God's love, wavering and inconstant 
in our love, we shall find it difficult to walk 
along the narrow way. We must ask that the 
Holy Spirit may make us feel ourselves miser-' 
able sinners, anxious, penitent sinners, humble, 
self-renouncing, self-denying, submitting our- 
selves to ' Our Father' in true faith and loving 
dependence ; then there will be nothing to 
hinder our passing through ' the needle's eye ;' 

* Col. ii. 12 ; Eph. ii. 6. 
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and then we shall be able really to come out of 
a mere animal existence into a spiritual exist- 
ence, out of the kingdom of earth into the 
kingdom of heaven/' 

" I begin to comprehend/' said Eliza, " why 
John the Baptist said in his preaching, Hhe 
kingdom of heaven is at hand/ He meant 
that the Saviour would bring His Father's 
spiritual kingdom into a new and closer connec- 
tion with man upon earth." 

" Yes ; he knew that the coming of Jesus in 
the body* for the suffering of death, would re- 
concile God and His visible creation,t and make 
a wayj of free communion between our spirits 
and the Father whom He came to make known. 
He knew also that the Holy Ghost, wherewith 
Christ would baptize all His willing subjects,^ 
would show them the spiritual meaning of all 
things, and would enable them to sanctify all 
things and redeem them to their proper uses by 
faith in an unseen God." 

" It seems to me, Sophia," said Bertha, " that 
you are making it appear that Christ's kingdom 
is already come upon earth. And that cannot 
be true, or else He would not have told us to go 
on praying * Thy kingdom come.' " 

* Heb. X. 5. t Col. i. 20. 

X John xiv. 6 ; Heb. x. 19, 20 ; Eph. ii. 18. 

§ Luke ill. 16 ; John i. 16—18, 32—34. 
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" If I seemed to mean that it is already so 
fiiUy come, as to leave nothing more to be 
prayed for, I must have expressed myself very 
ill. I certainly know and feel that there is a 
spirit at work in the world, which hinders the 
perfect development of the kingdom of God. I 
see that Hhe whole world lieth in wicked- 
ness ;' I feel that ' there is a law in my mem- 
bers warring against the law of my mind/ 
so, both within and without, I have evidence 
that that 'mystery of iniquity' is at work, con- 
cerning which St. Paul wrote to the Thessa- 
lonians. But what I would wish to remember, 
and to have you remember, is that we, who are 
called into Christ's Church (which is as Noah's 
Ark in the midst of the floods of ungodliness), 
may all live as if in heaven ; if our treasure is 
there, there will our heart be also. ' By faith 
we may pass out of this world of sense. By 
faith we may put off our carnal nature, and 
put on a new spiritual nature ;' for ' through 
faith we become members of the everlasting 
body of Christ, the spirit of Christ passes into 
us ; and thus in the fulness of time, we too 
shall go with Him to the Father.'"^ When we 
say 'Thy kingdom come,' we mean that we 
pray that the power of Satan, the usurper, the 
interloper, the enemy (whose the field is not, 
* Hare's Mission of the Comforter^ 
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though he has sown his tares in it), may be 
vanquished in us, and in the world, hy the grace 
of Ood; and that is why people often say that 
we, who are now living, are in ' the kingdom of 
grace/ but that those who are asleep in Jesus 
are in * the kingdom of glory/ When we say 

* Thy kingdom come,' we mean also that we 
pray for the hastening of that day when the 

* same Jesus which was taken up from us into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as he was 
seen to go,' — when * by the brightness of His 
coming' 'that wicked one' shall be destroyed 
and consumed ; and so the kingdoms of this 
world shall become perfectly one with the king- 
dom of our Lord."* 

" I have often thought to myself, * I hope I 
shall go to heaven when I die,' " said Agatha ; 
" but now I see that the way to go to heaven is 
to begin a heavenly life here." 

" Yes," said Anna, " of course every one 
wants to * die the death of the righteous ;' but 
few consider that if they wish to have the en- 
joyment of godliness hereafter, they must prac- 
tise godliness here, just as a boy who wishes to 
be a brave man must leave oflf being a coward 
while he is yet a child." 

" A very good simile," said Sophia, smiling ; 
" for it is true that * the present is the seed-time 
* Acts i. 11 ; 2 Thess. ii. 8 ; Rev. xL 15. 
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of the future/ whether we refer to childhood 
with regard to maturity, or to time with regard 
to eternity. As we sow, so we shall reap/' 

" I think/' said Bertha, " that the Christian 
in this world is like a chrysalis, which though it 
is not yet a butterfly, is at any rate no longer a 
grovelling worm/' 

" Oh, that likeness has often been traced, and 
very beautifully treated of by many writers," 
said Fanny. " The chrysalis lies unnoticed by 
the sportive insect world ; perhaps despised by 
them for not being able to enjoy itself ; but it is 
doing what God bade it to do, and is content to 
postpone its enjoyment till He calls it forth. 
You need not look that way, Sophia, I am not 
going to fall into my old mistake, and take a 
gloomy view of life, or say that all enjoyment is 
sinfuL But you know you said yourself that it 
is only a worldly mind that thinks chiefly about 
enjoying things here below, and that a heavenly 
spirit is so intent on serving and pleasing God, 
that it is satisfied to 

" Let present rapture, comfort, ease, 
As heaven shall bid them come and go."* 

" Well, and when we have indeed attained to 
such a spirit of heavenly-minded conformity to 
the will of God, we shall find that He can make 

* Keble*s Morning Hymn, 
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everything a source of enjoyment to us. No 
matter where we dwell, nor how we fare, the 
dream of our chrysalis-state will be, * This earth 
is none other than the house of God, this is the 
gate of heaven. Even here, even now, are we 
the sons of Ood ; and though it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be, we know that when 
He shall appear we shall be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He is ; when we awake up 
after His likeness, we shall be satisfied with it.'' 



THE END. 
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"All who wish to mind their j>'« and ^t should oonsolt this little Tolnme." 
~-€hwUeman'» MagcudfM. 

*'Maj be adTantageooslj consulted by eT«n the welUeduoated." — 
AtketUBwn. 



WORKS BY MRS. LOUDON. 

DOMESTIC PETS; 

Their Habits and Management ; with niustratiye Anecdotes, 
By Mbs. Loudon, Author of " Facts fix)m the World of 
Nature," &c. With Engravings frova. Drawings by 
HabbisonWeib. Second Thousand. Fcap8yo,2s. 6d.oloth. 

Contents: — ^The Bog, Cat, Sqcdrrel, Babbit, Guinea- 
Pig, White Mice, the Parrot and other TaDdng-Birds, 
Singing-Birds, Doves and Pigeons, (rold and SUver Fish. 

*'A most attractive and instmotiye little work. All who study Mrs. 
Loudon's pages will be able to treat their pets with certainty and wiBdom." 
— Standard of Freedom, 

FACTS EBOM THE WOBLD OF NATURE, 

ANIMATE AND INANIMATE. Part 1. The Eabth. 
Part 2. The Watebs. Part 3. Atmobfhebio Phenomena. 
Part 4. Animal Life. By Mbs. Loudon. With nume- 
rous Illustrations on Wood, and Steel Frontispiece. Third 
Thousand. Fcap 8vo, 5s. cloth, gUt edges. 

" The rare merit of this Tolume is its comprehensiTe selection of prominent 
features and striking facts." — Liierary Gazvtte, 

** It abounds with adventure and uveily narratiTe, -viyid deeoription, and 
poetic truth." — lUueirated News. 

** A volume as charming as it is usefbl. The illustrationB are numerous 
and well executed." — Chttreh and State Gazette, 



TALES OF SCHOOL LIFE. 

By Agnes Loudon, Author of "Tales for Younaf People.* 
With niustnitions by John Absolon. Second Edition. 
Eoyal 16mo, 2s. 6d. plain; 3s. 6d. coloured, gilt edges. 

"These reminiscences of school-days will be recognised as truthful pic- 
tures of every^day occurrence. The style is colloquial and pleasant, and 
therefore well suited to those for whose perusal it is vatendedL—Athenaum, 



TALES FEOM CATLAND. 

Dedicated to the Young Kittens of England. By an Old 

Tabby. Illustrated by H. Weib. Third Edition. Small 

4to, 2s. 6d. plain ; 8s. 6d. coloured. 

" The combination of quiet humour and sound sense has made this one of 
the pleasantest littie books of the season." — Ladj^e Newpaper, 
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THE WONDERS OF HOME, IN ELEVEN STOEIES. 

By Qbakdvather Gbbt. With IllnstrationB. Second 
Edition. Boyal 16mo, Ss. 6d, cloth; 48. 6d. coloured. ' 

Contents : Tlie Story of 

1. A CiTF OF Tea. 2. A Piege of Sugab. 

3. A MiLK-Juo. 4. A Lump of Coal. 

6. Some Hot Water. 6. A Pin. 

7. Jenny's Sash. 6. Habbt's Jaokbt, 
9. A Tumbler. 10. A Knipe. 

11. This Book. 

"The idea is excellent, and its execution eqaall]^ commendable. The 
subjects are well selected, and are very happily told in a light yet sensible 
maimer." — Weekly Newe. 



EVERT-MY THINGS; 

Or, Useful Knowledge besfecting the Pbincipal 
Animal, Vegetable, and Minebal Substances in 
Common Use. Written for Young Persons, by a Lady. 
18mo, 2s. cloth. 
"A little encyclopasdia of useful knowledge; deserving a place in every 
juvenile library." — EvangeUeal M<igaeine. 



PRICE SIXPENCE EACH, PLAIN; ONE SHILLING, COLOURED. 

In super-roycd 16mo, heautifttlly printed, each with Seven Illtts- 

trations by Habbison Weib, tmd Descriptions by Mbs. Lee. 

1. BRITISH ANIMALS. First Series. 

2. BRITISH ANIMALS. Second Series. 
8. BRITISH BIRDS. 

4. FOREIGN ANIMALS. First Series. 

5. FOREIGN ANIMALS. Second Series. 

6. FOREIGN BIRDS. 

%* Or bound in One Volume under the title of ''Familiar 
Natural History," see page 9. 

Uniform in size and price with the above. 
THE FARM AND ITS SCENES. With Six Pictures from 

Drawings by Habbison Wbib. 
THE DIVERTING HISTORY OF JOHN GILPIN. With 

Six Illustrations by Watts Philufs. 
THE PEACOCK AT HOME AND THE BUTTERFLY'S 

BALL. With Four Illustrations by Habbison Weir. 



EOraOTHAM'S NEW AND EAST METHOD OF LEAEN- 

ING the FRENCH GENDERS. New Edition. 6d. 



BELLENGEffS FBENCH WORD AND PHRASE-BOOK; 

Containing a select Vocabulary and Dialogues, for the Use 
of Beginners. New Edition, Is. sewed. 
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THE FAVOURITE LIBBAKT. 

A Series of Works for the Toung ; each Volume '^th an 
IllustratioQ by a well-known Artist. Price Onb Shilling, 
fancy boards ; or Is. 6cL bound in extra cloth gilt. 

1. THE ESKDALE HERD-BOY. By Lady Stoddabt. 

2. MRS. LEICESTER'S SCHOOL. By Chables and 

Maby Lamb. 

3. HISTORY OF THE ROBINS. By Mbs. Tbimmkb. 

4. MEMOIRS OF BOB THE SPOTTED TERRIER. 

5. KEEPERS TRAVELS IN SEARCH OF HIS 

MASTER. 

6. THE SCOTTISH ORPHANS By Ladt Stoddabt. 

7. NEVER WRONG ; or, THE YOUNG DISPU- 

TANT ; and "IT WAS ONLY IN FUN." 

8. THE LIFE AND PERAMBULATIONS OF A 

MOUSE. 

9. EASY INTRODUCTION TO THE KNOWLEDGE 

OF NATURE. By Mbs. Tbimmeb. 

10. RIGHT AND WRONG. By the Author of " Always 

Happy." 

11. HARRY'S HOLIDAY. By Jepfbbys Taylob. 

12. SHORT POEMS AND HYMNS FOR CHILDREN. 

The above may he had, Two Vclumes hound in one, at Two ShiUmgs 
cloth ; or 2«. 6<2. gUt edges, as follows : — 

L LADY STODDARTS SCOTTISH TALES. 

2. ANIMAL HISTORIES. The Dog. 

3. ANIMAL HISTORIES. The Robins and Mouse. 

4. TALES FOR BOYS. Habby's Holiday and Neveb 

Wbong. 

5. TALES FOR GIRLS. Mbs. Lbicesteb's School 

and Right and Wbong. 

6. POETRY AND NATURE. Shobt Poems and Tbim- 

meb's Intboduotion. 



STORIES OF JULIAN AND HIS PLAYFELLOWS. 

Written by his Mamma. With Four Illustrations by John 
Absolon. Small 4to, 28. 6d. plain ; ds. 6d. coloured, gilt 
edges. 

*' The lessons taught hv Joliaa'a mftmTna are each fraught with an excel- 
lent moral." — Homing AdoerHter, 



MIDDIETOS'S LETTEB FBOM BO¥E 

£Biawiiig ftn eonct Gonfannity betireen Popvy and P&- 

fMunn ; or, tlie BeUgion of the pvasflnt Ronums to be de- 

iiTed entirely from Utrni oi their Heathoi Ancestors. 12mo, 

price Is. sewed. 

" TluB reprint of Middleion's cdebrmled letter in a cheap form is Terr 
■eaflonaUe, as a mesas of coaBtaraoting enran wlddi aie more lift nov, and 
hare aMomed a more dangerooa form, than waa the ease when the letter was 
first pobliahed."— CSkurei of England Q;»arterlg Review, 



HINTS TO A CLERGYMAN'S WIFE ; 

Or, Fkmalb Parochial Dunn practicallt Illustrated. 

Dedicated to the Rev. G. Bridges. Third Edition. Fcap 

8vo, Ss. cloth. 

CovTSSTS: Fartl. Hints rdatire to Fersonsl Character. Part 2. Hints 
reUvtire to actiye exertion amoiu; the Poor — Cottage Yiaita — ^The Sick — 
Schools — ^Befigioos Instraction of the Yoone — Cottage Beading — Parochial 
labraiy — Suggestions for tibe Employment <» the Poor, ke, 

« This Tefy nsefnl hook is evidently the work of an author praoticalty con- 
versant with her subject in all its bearings and details. We ocnrdialfy reoom- 
mend tiie work to the careftd study of ul Christiaa ladiee, whose position in 
life gives them influence among the poor of their parish." — JBngU^wowutn** 
Magctzine, 



ILLUSTRATED BY GEORGE CRUIKSHANK. 

KIT BAM, THE BRITISH SINBAD ; 

Or, The Yarns of an Old Mariner. By Mart Cow- 
den Clarke, Author of ''The Concordance to Shakspeare," 
&c. Fcap 8yo, price 3s. 6d. oloth ; is. gilt edges. 

** A more captivating vohima for juvenile recreative reading we never 
remember to have seen. It is as wonderful as the * Arabian Nights,' while it 
is free from the objectionable matter which characterises tiie Eastern fiotion." 
— Standard of Freedom, 

« Cmiksluuik's plates are worthy of his genius." — Examiner, 



THE HISTOBY OF A FAMILY; 

Or, Religion our Best Support. With an Illustration 

on Steel by John Absolon. Fcap 8vo, 2s. 6d. cloth. 

" A natural and gn^acefully written story, pervaded by a tone of scriptural 
piety, and well calculated to foster just views of life and duty. We hope it 
wiU &id its way into many English homes.'* — EnglishwomaH'e Magazku, 



EHYMES OF ROYALTY. . 

The History op England in Verse, from the Norman 
Conquest to the reign of her present Majesty, Queen Yio- 
TORIA ; with an Appendix* comprising a Summary of the 
leading events in each reign. By S. Blewett. Designed 
chiefly to assist Youug Persons in the Study of History. 
Fcap 8yo, with an elegant Frontispiece engraved on Steel, 
2s. 6d. cloth. 
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NEW AND CHEAPER EDITION. 

THE LADY'S ALBUM OF FANCY WORI, 

Coiudstiog of Novel, Elegaiit»aiidUiefalP«4teni8uiSJutting, 
NettdDg, Crochet, and iSibroideiy, printed in ooUmifb. Bound 
in a beMitifol oover. New Edit. Post 4to, Ss. 6d., gilt edges. 

HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN* 

THE DREAM OF LIHLE TUK, 

And otheb Tales, by H. C. Aitdebbik. Translated and 

dedicated to the Author by ChabIiES Bones. Illustrated 

by Count Poool Foap 8to, Ss. plain; 3fl. cdoured. 

FoU of ohannias paAMgM of prose, pcwtrr, aad suoh tii^ dnaatio 

168 M will make tie pallet of yoong reMert uurob with deUgfat."'^ii<Ia«. 
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VISITS TO BEECHWOOD FABM; 

Or, COUNTBT PlEASUBES AND HlNTS VOB HaPFHTSSS, AI>* 
DBESSBD TO THE YOUMO. By CaTHABIVE M. A. COUPEB. 

Illustrations by Absolon. Small 4to, Ss. 6d. plain; 4s. 6d. coL 
" The wcnrk is well cakwilated to impreH apon the ■unoi of the josni^ the 
Boperioritj of ample and luitaral pleaBures oTer those whidi sfe artifioial." 
— Engliihwtman' iM<Mg<utine, 

MARIN DE LA VOYE'S ELEMENTARY FRENCH WORKS. 

LES JEUNESNAERATEUBS; 

Ou, PsTiTB CoNTES MoBAUX« With a Key to the difficult 
Words and Phrases. Frontispiece. ISmo, 2s. cloth. 
*' Written in pore and easy Ireodi."— JfamtH^ Fori, 

THE PICTORIAL FRENCH GRAMMAR, 

Fob the Use of Childben. With Eighty Engravings. 

Boyal 16mo, 2s. in illuminated cloth. 
"The poblioation has greater than mechanical merit; it contains the 
ptrincipal elements of the French langaafe, exhibited in a plain and ejpres- 
siye manner." — Spectator. 

THE mST BOOK OF GEOGRAPHY. 

Specially adapted as a Text Book for Beginners, and as a 
Guide to the Y oung Teaeher. By Hugo Reid, Author of 
" Elements of Astronomy," &c. Second Edition, carefully 

revised. 18mo, Is. sewed. 
** One of the most sensible little books on the snbject of Gtoopaphy we 
have met with." — EdtteaHenal Timet. ** As a lesson-book it will charm the 
pupil by its brief, natural t;tj]»*'^EpUeopaUaM, 



INSECT CHANGES. 

With richly Illuminated Borders, composed of Flowers and 
Insects, in the highly- wrought style of the celebrated 
** Hours of Anne of Brittany, and forming a First Lesson 
in Entomology. Small 4to, 5s. in eleguit binding. 
« One of the richest gifts ever offered, eren in this improving age, to child- 
hood. Nothing can be more perfect in illumination tlum the embellishments 
of this charming little volome." — Art Uiuon, 
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THE MODEM BRITISH PLUTARCH ; 

Or, Lives of Men distinguished in the beoent His- 
tory OF ouB Country foe their Talents, Virtues, 
AND Achievements. By W. C. Taylor, LL.D., Author 
of "A Manual of Ancient and Modem History," &c. 
12mo. Second Thousand, with a new Frontispiece. 4s. 6d. 
cloth ; 5s. gilt edges. 
CovTEKTS: Arkwright— Burke— Burns— Byron—Caiming— Earl of Chat- 
ham-Adam Clarke— Clive— Captain Cook— Cowper—Crabbe— Davy— Eldon 
-Erskine— Pox— Franklm— Goldsmith— Earl Grey- Warren Hastings — 
Heber — Howard— -Jenner — Sir W. Jones — Mackintosh — H. Martyn — Sir J. 
Moore— Nelson— Pitt— Bomilly— Sir W. Scott— Sheridan— Smeaton— Watt 
—Marquis of Wellesley—Wilberforce—Wilkie— Wellington. 

"A work which will be welcomed in any circle of intelUgent young per- 
sons." — Britiih Qiuirterly Review* 

HOME AMDSEMENTS : 

A Choice Collection of Riddles, Charades, Conundrums, 
Parlour Games, and Forfeits. By Peter Puzzlewell, 
Esq., of Rebus HalL New Edition, with Frontispiece by 
H. K. Browne (Phiz). 16mo, 2s. 6d. cloth. 



EARLY DATS OF ENGLISH PRINCES. 

By Mrs. Russell Grey. Dedicated, by permission, to the 
Duchess of Roxburghe. With Illustrations by John Frank- 
lin. Small 4to, Ss. 6d. tinted Plates ; 4s. 6d. col. cloth. 
" Just the book for giving children some first notions of Eng^sh history, 

as the personages it speaks about are themselves young." — JfancheHer 

Examiner, ■ 

riRST STEPS TO SCOTTISH HISTORY. 

By Miss Rodwell, Author of <* First Steps to English 
History." With Ten Illustrations by Weigall. l6mo, 

3s. 6d. cloth ; 4s. 6d. coloured. 

** It is the first popular book in which we have seen the outlines of the 
early history of the Scottish tribes exhibited with anything Uke accuracy." 
— Qlasgovf CotutUuHoruil. 

** The work is throughout agreeably and lucidly written." — Midland 
Countiet Herald, 

LONDON CRIES AND PUBLIC EDfflCES, 

Illustrated in Twenty-four Engravings by Luke Limner ; 
with descriptive Letter-press. Square 12mo^ 2s. 6d. plain ; 
5s. coloured. Bound in emblematic cover. 



THE SILVER SWAN : 

A Fairy Tale. By Madahe de Chatelain. Illustrated 
by John Leech. Small 4to, 2s. 6d. plain ; 3s. 6d. coloured 
cloth. 

'* The moral is in the good, broad, unmistakeable style of the best fairy 
period,*'— AihenoMm, 

* ' The story is written with excellent taste and sly hamoxa**'^AUa$. 
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MBS. TRIMMER'S HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

Ke vised and brought down to the preRent time by Mrs. 

MiLNEB. With Portraits of the Sovereigns in their proper 

costume, and Frontispiece by Habybt. New Edition in 

One Volume. 5a, cloth. 
'* The editing has been very jadicioaslj done. The work has an esta- 
bb'shed reputation for the clearness of its genealogical and chronological 
tables, ana for its pervading tone of Christian piety." — Church and 8tai$ 
Cktzette, 



THR CELESTIAL EMPIRE ; 

Or, Points and Pickings of Infobicatiok about China 
AND THE Chinese. By the Author of "Paul Preston," 
* * Soldiers and Sailors," &c. With Twenty Engravings from 
Drawings by W. H. Pbiob. Fcap 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth ; 4s. 
^t edges. 
" This verj handsome volume contains an almost incredible amount of 
information." — Chureh and State Gazette. 

'* The book is exactly what the author proposed it should be, full of good 
information, good feelmg, and good texaoer /^AUen'e Indian MaU, 

** Even wel^known topics are treated with a graceful air of norelty." — 
Athenteum, 



TALES FBOM THE COUBT OF OBERON : 

Containing the favourite Histories of ToM Thumb, Gbaciosa 
AND Pebcikbt, Yalentinb AND Obson, and Childben in 
THE Wood. With Sixteen Illustrations by Alfbed Cbow- 
quill. Small 4to, 2s. 6d. plain ; 4s. 6d. coloured. 



GLIMPSES OF NATDBE, 

AND Objects of Intebbst desobibed, dubing a Vised to 
the Isle of Wight. Designed to assist and encourage 
Yoimg Persons in forming habits of Observation. By Mbs. 
Loudon. Second Edition, enlarged. With Forty-one Illus- 
trations. 3s. 6d. cloth. 
"We could not recommend a more valuable little volume. It is full of 
information, conveyed in the most agreeable manner." — Idterarjf Gazette. 

** A more fitting present, or one more adapted to stimulate the faculties of 
* little people,' could not be published."— J9a^& aV Cheltenham Gazette* 



Originally published wider the Superiniendence of the Society for 
the Diffusion of Usefvi Knowledge. 

ARITHMETIC FOB YOimG CHILDREN, 

in a Series of Exercises, exhibiting the manner in which it 
should be taught. ByH. Gbant, Author of "Drawing for 
Young Children," &c. New Edition. Is. 6d. cloth. 
"This work will be found effectual for its purpose, and interestiiig to 
chMren,"— Educational Timet, 

" The plan is admirably oonoeived, and we have tested its efficacy."— 
Church qf England Quarter^f, 



THE YOUNG fflWESS AND HEB CHBTSTIAN SCHOOL- 
FELLOWS. :i^ the Author of "Blioda,*' &e. WiUi a 
Frontispieee hw J. Gilbibi!. 16iiio^ Is. 6d. cloth. 
" The tlorj u beratifiilW eoneared and be — iifu flf told, and is 



adapted to imp rea a npon the nunds of young peiwns the 
of example." — EngUmwoman^ 9 




RHODA ; 

Or, The ExcBLUOrcK or Chabitt. Third Edition. With 

niostratioiui. 16mo, 28. doth. 

**'Soi onlj adapted for children, hot atfnTpartnta miiEht defire great 
adranta^e from stud jing its aimnle trntha." — Cmnndk amd Siaie ChueeUe, 

'* Written in plain and nnalleeted, bat decant language. The deaign of 
the aotiior is worked out by meaoa ct an iiiterwitiiig Btary.**'^M9rmin4f 
GmmicU, 

WORKS BY THE AUTHOR OF MAMMA'S BIBLE STORIES- 
FANNY AND HER MAMMA; 

Or, East Lsssohs fob Ghildbek. In which it is attempted 
to briog Seriptaral Principles into dailj practice ; with 
Hints on Nursery Discipline. Illnstrated by J. Giukkbt. 
Second Edit. 16mo, 28. 6d. cloth ; 38. 6d. coL, ^It edges. 
"A litUe book in beantifnl large elear tjpe, to snit the capacity of infimt 
readers, which we can with pleasure recommend." — CkritUam ImS^m Mag, 

SHORT AND SIMPLE PRAYERS 

Fob thx TJbb or Youko Chtlpept, wttk Htkhb. Third 
Edition. Square 16mOy Is. 6d. doth. 
'* Well adapted to the eapacities of ohildren,-<begiBning with the «in^>le8t 
forms which the jonngest child may lisp at its mother's knee, and proceeding 
with those suited to its gradually adraneing age. Special prayers, designed 
for particular circumstances and occasions, are added. We oordiall^ xeocHn< 
mend the hoo'k."--Chri»tian Ouardian, 

MAMMA'S BIBLE STORIES 

roB HEB I^TTLE BoTS Aim G1BL8, adapted to the capadties 
of very young children. Ninth Edition, with Twelve En- 
gravings. 2s. 6d. cloth ; 3s. 6d. coloured, gilt edges. 

A SEQUEL TO MAMMA'S BIBLE STORIES. 

Third Edition. With Twelve Illustrations. 38. 6d. doth. 

BIBLE SCENES; • 

Or, Sunday Employment fob veby Young Childbbn. 
Consisting of Twelve Coloured Illustrations on Cards, and 
the History written in Simple Language. In a neat Box, 
3s. 6d. ; or dissected as a Puzzle, 68. 6d. 
First Series : HISTORY OF JOSEPH. 
Second Sebies : HISTORY OF OUR SAVIOUR. 
Third Series : HISTORY OF MOSES. 
Foubth Sebies : THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST. 
<< It is hoped that these < Scenes ' may foxm a useful and intereating addi- 
tion to the Sabbath occupations of the NursMcy. From their verj earliest 
infancy little children will listen with interest and deUght to storiea brought 
thus palpably before their eyes by means of illustration."— iVf^e. 
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TRUE STOBIES FROM ANCIENT HISTORY, 

Chronologically arranged from the Creation of the World to 
the Deati^ of Charlemagne. Eleventh Edition. With 24 
Steel Engravings. 12mo, 58. doth. 

TKUE STORIES FROM MODERN HISTOBY, 

Chronologically arranged from the Death oi Charlemagne 
to the Present Time. Eighth Edition. With 24 Steel 
Engravings. 12mOy 5s. cloth. 

TRUE STOBIES FROM ENGUSH HISTOBY, 

Chronologically arranged from the InyasioD of the Komans 
to the Present Time. Sixth Edition, 'mtb 36 Steel 
Engravings. 12mo, 5s. cloth. ' 

STOBIES FBOM THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS, 

on an improved plan. By the Rev. BouBifE Hall Dsafeb. 
With 48 Engravings. Fifth Edition. 12mo^ 5f . cloth* 

THE WARS OF THE JEWS, 

as related by Josephus ; adapted to the capacities of Young 
Persons. With 24 Engravings. Sixth Edit. 48. 6d. dotii. 

THE PRINCE OF WALES'S PRIMER. 

With 300 lUustrationi by J. Gilbsbt. Dedicated to Her 
Majesty. New Edition, price 6d. ; with title and cover 
printed in gold and colours, Is. 

EMILY'S REWARD ; 

Ot/The Holidat Tbip to Pabis. By Mbs. Hoflasts {her 
last vfork\ Author of " Daughter of a Genius," '* Ellmi the 
Teacher/' ^. 13mo, 2s. 6d. cloth. 

BE6IMINGS OF BRITISH BIOGRAPHY; 

being the Lives of One Hundred Persons eminent in English 
History. By the Kev. Isaac Tatlqb. 48 Engravings. 
12m0j 5s. cloth. 



MORAL TALES. 

By Miss Edgewobth. New Edit. Fcap 8vo, Ss. 6d. cloth. 



HOW TO BE HAPPY; 

Or, Faibt Gifts : to whidi is added, A SELECTION OF 
MOKAL ALLEGORIES, from the best English Writera. 
Second Edition. With 8 Engravings. 12mo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 



THE HISTORY OF SANDFORD AND MERTOK 

By Thomas Dat, Esq. A New Edition, revised, with Guts 
from Designs by Habyet. 36. ({d. doth. 



20 GRIFFITH Ain> FARRAN, 

I. FAMILIAR GEOGRAPHY, 

with a concise Treatise on the Artificial Sphere, and two 
coloured Maps, illustrative of the principal Geographical 
Terms. Fourteenth Edition. 16nio, 3s. cloth. 

n. GEOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL QUESTIONS, 

Keferring by characteristic and distinguishing marks to the 
most remarkable places in the World ; with 8 small coloured 
Charts of the comparative heights of Mountains and leng^ths 
of Rivers. 16mo, 3s. cloth. 

m. AN ATLAS, 

Adapted to the Abb^ Gaultier's G-eographical Games, con- 
sisting of 8 Maps, coloured, and 7 in Outline, &c. Folio, 

15s. half-bound. 
*«* For the purpose of playing the Ghunes, a set of counters, on which 
the names of Kingdoms, oeas, fivers, &c., are printed, may be had, price 
6s. in a box. 



BDTIiER'S OUTLINE MAPS, AND KEY; 

Or, Geographical and Biographical Exercises ; with a Set 
of Coloured Outline Maps; designed for the Use of Young 
Persons. By the late William Bdtlbb. Enlarged by the 
Author's Son, J. O. BuTLBB. Thirtieth Edition, revised. 4s. 

BAHLE-FIELDS. 

A graphic Guide to the Places descKbed in the History of 
England as the scenes of such Events ; with the situation of 
the principal Naval Engagements fought on the Coast of the 
British Empire. By Mr. Wauthieb, Geographer. On a 
large sheet, 3s. 6d. ; in case, 6s. ; or mounted on oak, var- 
nished, 10s. 6d. 



THE CHILD'S GRAMMAR. 

By the late Lady Fekn, imder the assumed name of Mrs. 
liOvechild. Forty-seventh Edition. 18mo, 9d. cloth. 

THE MOTHER'S GRAMMAR: 

A Sequel to "The Child's Grammar." Twenty-second 

Edition. 18mo, Is. cloth. 
The first of these litUe treatises is intended to be the yonng pnpil's 
manual, and the greater part of it is to be committed to memory; tiie second 
is designed to remain some time in the possession of the teacher for her own 
occasional ose. 



EVENINGS AT HOME ; 

Or, the Juvenile Budget opened. Sixteenth Edition, revised 
and newly arranged by Abthub Aikin, Esq. , and Miss Airin. 
With Engravings by Habvby. Fcap 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
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ANDERSEN'S (H. C.) NIGHTINGALE AND OTHEB TALES. 

2s. 6d. plain ; 38. 6d. coloured. 

ANECDOTES OF KINGS, 

selected irom History ; or^ Gertrude's Stories for Children. 
With Engrayings. 2s. 6d. plain ; 3s. 6d. coloured. 

BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS ; 

Or, a Description of Manners and Customs peculiar to 
the East, and especially explanatory of the Holy Scriptures. 
By the Bev. B. H. Drapeb. With Engravings. Eourfch 
Edition. Kevised by J. KiTTO, Editor of "The Pictorial 
Bible,'* &c. 3s. 6d. cloth. 
'* This Tolume will be foond nnusoallyrich in the species of information so 
much needed by young readers of the Scriptures." — Chri»Han Mother^ t Mag, 



THE BRITISH HISTORY BRIEFLY TOLD, 

and a Description of the Ancient Customs, Sports, and 
Pastimes of the English. Embellished with full-length 
Portraits of the Sovereigns of England in their proper 
Costumes, and 18 other Engravings. 3s. 6d. cloth. 



CHIT-CHAT; 

Or, Short Tales in Short Words. By a Mothbb, Author 
of ** Always Happy." New Edition, enlarged. With 16 
Engravings. 3s. tid. cloth* 



CONVEESATIONS ON THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST, 

For the use of Children. By a Motheb. A New Edition. 
With 12 Engravings. 2s. 6d. plain ; 3s. 6d. coloured. 



COSMORAMA. 

The Manners, Customs, and Costumes of all Nations of the 
World described. By J. Aspin. New Edition, with nume- 
rous Illustrations. 3s. 6d. plain ; and 4s. 6d. coloured. 



EASY LESSONS; 

Or, Leading-Strings to Knowledge. New Edition, with 
8 Engravings. 2s. 6d. plain ; 3s. 6d. colom*ed. 

FACTS TO CORRECT FANCIES; 

Or, Short Narratives compiled from the Biography of 
Bemarkable Women. By a Mother. With Ei^avings. 
3s. 6d. plain ; ^s. 6d. coloured. 
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INFABTINBOOWLEBeE; 

A Spelling and Beading Book, €« a Popcdar Pkra, coartining 
much Useful Information with the Budiments of Learning. 
By the Author of " The Child's Qvammar.'' With anme- 
rouB EngrayingB. Eighth Edit. 28. 6d. plain; 3b. 6d. col. 

KEY TO KNOWLEDGE ; 

Or, Things in Common Use simply and shortly explained. 
By a MoTHEBy Author of *' Alwafys Happy," &c. Twdfth 
EdhioD. With mxmefoiui IUiutrati<»Mk Si. Cd. eloth. 

THE Umm OF LEARNING: 

A Colleetion of Fableg> Origiml and Select, amaged pro- 
gressively in words of One, Two, and Three SyQables. Sdited 
and improved by the late Mbs. Tknnus. With 7^ Cuts. 
Nineteenth E^tion. 3s. 6d. cloth. 



LIHLE LESSONS JOB LITTLE LEABNE^, 

In Words of One Syllable. By Mb8. Babwbli.. Eighth 
Edit., with Bvmeroits IHustrationa 28. 6d. plain; Si. 0d. col. 

MABMABUKE MULTIPLY'S MERRY METHOD OF MAKING 

MINOR MATHEMATICIANS ; or, the Multiplication 
Table in Bhyme. With 69 Engravings. 4s. 6d. eofemed. 



THE GABBEK; 

Or, Frederick's Monthly Instructions for the Maaagement 
and Formation of a Flower-Garden. Fourth Edition. 
With Engravings of the Flowers in Bloom for each Month 
in the Year, &c. 3s. 6d. plain ; or 68. with the Flowers col. 

TflEHINE; 

or. Subterranean Wonders. An Account of the Operations 
of the Miner, and the Products of his Labours ; wkh a De- 
scription of the most important in all parts oi the World. 
By the kite Bev. Isaac Taylob. Sixth Edition, with 
numerous eprreetions and additions, by Mrs. Loudon. 
With 45 new Wood-cuts and 16 Steel Engravings. 3s. 6d. cL 



THE OCEAN; 

a Description of Wonders and important Ptwducts •f the 
Sea. Seeond Edition. With Illustratious oi 37 Genera of 
Shells, by Sowebbt; and 4 Steel and 50 Wood Engravings. 
8s. 6d. cloth. 



SEOilT TALES, 

Written foe OhiUEren. By Daxb TmnLOTE and her Mends. 
A new Edition^ with 20 Engra^fingv. 8b. ^ cloth. 



SUCCBSSOSB TO NEWBERY AHD HABBIS. 
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THE SHIP; 

a IXescription of different kinds of Vessels, the Origin of 
Ship- building, a brief Sketch of Naval Affairs, with the 
Distinctive Flags of Different Nations, and numerous illus- 
trative Engravings. By the late Rkv. Isaao Taylob. 
Sixth Edition, revised by M. H. Babksb, the Old Sailor. 
3s. 6d. doth. 



STOEIES OF EDWAED AND HIS LITTLE FRIENDS. 

With 12 Illustrations. Second Edit. 88. 6d. plain ; 4s. 6d. col. 



SUNDAY LESSONS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN. 

By Mbs. Babwbll. Third Edition. 2s. 6d. plain ; 3s. coL 



THREE SHILLINGS EACH, CLOTH. 
With, Frontispiece, or other Engravings. 



BELZONI'S TRAVELS; or 
Fruits of Enterprize. 12th 
Edit. With new Engravings. 

BIBLE SCENES. By the 
Author of *'}AskmmB,*n Bible 
Stories." Each with 12 col. 
Engravings. 1. History of 
Joseph. 2. History of our 
Saviour. 3. History of Moses. 
4. Miracles of Christ. 

CLAUDINE, a Swiss Tale. 

By the Author of "Always 

Happy." 
WILLLA.M TELL AND HO- 

EER THE TYROLESE. 



GAULTIER'S FAMILIAR 
GEOGRAPHY. With co- 
loured Maps. 

THE LITTLE GRAMMA- 
RIAN ; in a Series of In- 
structive Tales. By the 
Rbv. W. Flktoheb. Second 
Edition. 

THE TWIN SISTERS ; or, 
the Advanta^^s of Religion. 
By Miss Sandham. 22nd 
Edition. 

A VISIT TO GROVE COT- 
TAGE ; and the Indian Ca- 
BINBT OPINED. New Edit. 



HALr-ACROWN EACH, CLOTH. 
With Frontispiece^ or other Engravings. 



ALWAYS HAPPY ; or. 
Anecdotes of Felix and his 
Sister Serena. 14th Edition. 
With new Illustrations. 

THE DAUGHTER OF A 
GENIUS. A Tale. By 
Mks. Hofland. Sixth 
Edition. 18mo. 

THE CHAPTER op KINGS. 
By Mb. Collins. With 38 
Engravings. (4s. coloured.) 



ANECDOTES OF KINGS; 
selected from History. 

EASY LESSONS ; or, Lead- 
ing- Strings to Knowledge. 

ELLEN THE TEACHER. 
By Mrs. Hofland. New 
Edition. 

CONVERSATIONS on the 
LIFE of CHRIST. By a 
Mother. 12 Engravings. 
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EMILY'S REWARD; or, 
The Holiday Trip to Paris. 
By Mbs. Hoflano. ISmo. 

INFANTINE KNOW- 
LEDGE. Eighth Edition. 
With numerous Woodcuts. 

LITTLE LESSONS for LIT- 
TLE LEARNERS. By 
Mbs. Babwell. 

THE LITTLE READER. 

With 16 Woodcuts. Square. 
MAMMA'S LESSONS for 

HER LITTLE BOYS and 

GIRLS. 

THE SON of a GENIUS. 
By Mbs. Hopland. 



THE RIVAL CRUSOES; 
and other Tales. By Agnes 
Strickland. Sixth Edition. 

RHYMES OF ROYALTY ; 
or, the History of England 
in Verse. 

STORIES OF JULIAN and 
HIS PLAYFELLOWS. 

THE STUDENTS ; or. Bio- 
graphy of the Grecian Philo- 
sophers. With Frontispiece. 

SUNDAY LESSONS FOR 
LITTLE CHILDREN. By 
Mbs. Babwell. 16mo. 

THEODORE; or, The Cru- 
saders. By Mbs. Hofland. 



TWO SHILLINGS EACH, CLOTH. 
With Frontispiece, die. 



LE BABILLARD ; an Amus- 
ing Introduction to the 
French Language. 16 plates. 

EVERY-DAY THINGS; or, 
Useful Elnowledge respecting 
the principal Animal, Vegeta- 
ble, and Mineral Substances. 

LES JEUlfES NARRA- 
TEURS ; or, Moral Tales in 
French. By M. DB la Vote. 

COUNSELS AT HOME ; 

with Anecdotes, Tales, &c. 
MORAL TALES. By a Pa- 

THEB. With 2 Engravings. 



PICTORIAL FRENCH 

GRAMMAR. With 80 Illus- 
trations. By M. DE LA Vote. 

RHODA ; or, the Excellence 
of Charity. 

MRS. TRIMMER'S OLD 
TESTAMENT LESSONS. 
With 40 Engravings. 

MRS. TRIMMER'S NEW- 
TESTAMENT LESSONS. 
With 40 Engravings. 

ANECDOTES OF PETER 
THE GREAT, Emperor of 
Russia. 18mo. 



ONE SHILLING AND SIXPENCE EACH, CLOTH. 



WELCOME VISITOR; a 

Collection of Original Stories, 
&c. 
NINA, an Icelandic Tale. By 
the Author of ** Always 
Happy." 

SPRING FLOWERS and the 
MONTHLY MONITOR. 

The HISTORY of PRINCE 
LEE BOO. New Edition. 



LESSONS of WISDOM for 
the YOUNG. By the Rev. 
W. Fletcheb. 

THE CHILD'S DUTY. De- 
dicated by a Mother to her 
Children. Second Edition. 

DECEPTION and FREDE- 
RICK MARSDEN, the 
Faithful Friend. 



5»riil and Edwards, Printere, Ch&ndoQ titteet, Coyent Garden. 
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